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DISCOVERY AND EARLY NARRATIVE. 9 


Although he has been represented as a bad disciplinarian, yet it is well nigh 
impossible for those unacquainted with the difficulties attending the discharge of 
duty in such a society as that of convicts to appreciate what he had to undergo. 
Besides, abuses existed, and calamities incidental to new settlements took place (to which 
reference shall be made further on,) and for which little or no blame can attach to him, 
and he must have found his administrative abilities tested to the utmost to prevent 
them spreading more alarmingly. On the night of his death two Government officers, for 
some reason or other, burned all the official documents they could lay their hands on. 
As for the progress of the colony during his tenure of office, much cannot be said, as 
there was barely any sign of improvement perceptible. There were no roads in the 
interior; public buildings were conspicuous by their absence. ‘The house of the Governor 
was a mere cottage of the poorest description, and most scanty accommodation ; indeed, 
at the close of 1805 he was still living in a tent. The early settlers in Van Diemen's 
Land had to contend with many difficulties and endure great hardships. There were 
the bushrangers on the one hand and the aborigines on the other—the former living 
by plunder, rapine, and murder; the latter thirsting for revenge, and imbued with 
such a bitter hatred of the white intruder that it was considered a virtue to perpetrate 
any atrocity, no matter how barbarous, Again, there was another very serious incon- 
venience, which is common to all distant settlements—irregular, slow, and expensive 
communication with England, or with other countries where they could obtain 
supplies, until they were able to cultivate their lands to produce sufficient food for 
their wants; and it is not, therefore, a matter of surprise that the early settlers suffered 
very severely from famine and the diseases that follow in its train. Lastly, business 
was conducted in a most slipshod and truly primitive manner, which considerably 
affected trade, if such a name could be extended to what existed then. Perhaps the 
most serious calamity that befell the settlement was the famine occasioned by the 
disaster which, in 1806, occurred in New South Wales. Heavy rains caused the 
Hawkesbury to overflow its banks to a most alarming extent, the river rising to a 
height of five or six feet in some places. It swept everything before it, and created 
devastation. The farmers lost all their produce, their live stock, and in many instances 
their dwellings. A regular panic ensued, for all the settlements were depending more 
or less on garrison regulation, whilst the wheat fields had now become of such 
yalue as to necessitate their protection by means of sentinels. In 1808 the state 
of the settlement was pitiable, as absolute starvation was overtaking it. In the month 
of August there neither remained maize or wheat, and the supply of salt beef and pork 
was also exhausted. 

Those on board a vessel approaching the coast saw fragments of the floating 
ruins of the dwellings many miles distant from the shore. The poor suffered extreme 
destitution, the price of maize and wheat rising to £5 and £6 per bushel, which would 


make these commodities worth about £250 and £300 per ton respectively. As the 
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Government, He, however, soon forgot his word, for when once on board the ‘ Porpoise” 
he ordered the lieutenant to bombard Sydney and restore his authority by force. This 
order was not obeyed. He, however, sailed to the Derwent, where his vessel was still 
lying. Bligh had despatched information of the insurrection at the earliest possible 
moment, and the home Government lost no time in forwarding more troops. ‘The 
ships approached the harbour prepared to raise a blockade, but Colonel Paterson, 
the officer in command, handed over the reins of Government to the newly appointed 
Governor, General Macquarie. ‘The greater part of his (Paterson's) official acts were 
cautiously endorsed by Governor Macquarie, but the gifts and appointments of the 
interim Government were declared null and void. When Bligh went to Hobart Town, 
Collins, not aware of what had transpired at Sydney, received him with the respect due 
to his station. 

When despatches were received from Sydney, Collins, Bligh says, attempted to 
arrest him, but Bligh returned in the '‘ Porpoise” to Port Jackson, although the time for 
his restitution was passed, and was received with respectful formality. This affair of 
Bligh’s was the last important occurrence in the life of Collins. 

His death was unexpected and sudden ; except a slight cold there was little 
warning of its approach, He died whilst sitting in his chair, and holding a conversation 
with his attendant. Over 600 persons were present at his funeral, which was 
celebrated with all the ceremony the colony could command, It has been generally 
considered that the share he had in the deposition of Bligh must necessarily have upset 
liim, and hastened his end. In the early part of 1810, the first newspaper printed in the 
colony, and projected by Collins, made its appearance under the title of the Derwent 
Star and Van Diemen's Land Intelligencer. It was a quarto leaf with broad margin, and 
was issued fortnightly at two shillings per copy. It appears from the Van Diemen’s 
Land Almanac of 1820 that Governor Collins brought out the press and type, which, 
in the first place, were utilised for printing his orders both at Port Phillip and Van 
Diemen's Land, under what may be regarded as a most primitive press-room or rather 
press-ground, a tree in the woods. The editor was G, P, Harris, Deputy Surveyor-General, 
and the paper was printed by J. Barnes and T. Clark at the “ Government Press, Hobart 
Town,” the Governor supervising everything. The venture having failed to pay, even at 
two shillings per copy, its existence lasted but afew months. Perhaps its failure was due 
to the fact that although such an insignificant sheet, it was much too large for the 
settlement, where a birth or marriage was published in preference to the appearance of 
a paragraph, where little or no advertising notices were required, where there was no 
taste for general literature, and where polities were, comparatively speaking, unknown. 
The chief contents were anecdotes of a droll description and thrilling exploits, some of 
the latter being as odd as the adventures of Don Quixote. In the second number 
there was at least some news afforded to its readers, as it contained a grandiloquent 
account of Governor Macquarie'’s inauguration at Sydney. The next issue contained 
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16 THE COLONY DURING THE INTERIM. 


A luerative trade in sealskins from the islands of Bass’ Straits, the haunt of whalers, 
was established. In 1815, 1770 bushels of wheat were exported to Sydney, and in 1816 
the export of wheat to the same port rose to 13,185 bushels. A flour mill was erected, 
and the use of the hoe in breaking up ground having been gradually superseded by the 
employment of oxen and the plough, a better system of tillage obtained. On 19th 
February, 1817, the foundation-stone of the first church built in Tasmania was laid by 
Governor Davey, in the presence of Mrs. and Miss Davey, and a grand procession of 
several military officers, Rey. Mr. Knopwood, who preached on the occasion, selected 
as his text, “ For other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” After the delivery of a Masonic oration by a member of the order, Governor Davey 
proclaimed a public holiday, and in conformity with his eccentric behaviour, ordered 
half-a-pint of spirits to be served out to each of the soldiers and constables on this 
“Thanksgiving Day.” “It is not pleasing to record such a questionable mode of observ- 
ing a holiday, which was intended to celebrate the building of a church in a new land. 
One is led to draw comparisons between the spiritual indifference and moral depravity 
which marked the first settlements of Australia, and the holy devotion of those early 
settlers who founded the American States.* Nothing is better calculated to give an idea of 
the indifference of the early settlers to religious observances than the fact that the colony 
had been in existence for fourteen years before the first church was commenced, and 
that St. David's, as it was called, was in progress of construction for four years before 
it was completed. The only court was the Lieuterant-Governor’s Court, established in 
the year 1814, It dealt only with personal actions in matters under the value of £50, 
all other cases, civil and criminal, being tried at Sydney. On 14th May, 1814, the 
Van Diemen’s Land Gazette made its appearance, but, like its predecessor, was short- 
lived, it having expired at the end of September of the same year after the issue of 
nine fortnightly numbers, The advancement of the colony was very much hindered 
at this period by the depredations carried on by gangs of armed bushrangers, They 
struck terror in every direction throughout the country districts, The rapidity with 
which these outlaws changed their base of operations was marvellous. One day they 
would be scen at Launceston, and shortly afterwards they were to be met with in the 
southern part of the island, 

They committed all sorts of atrocities, not even excepting murder in cold blood. 
To check this state of affairs Colonel Davey declared the whole colony under martial 
law. All those quitting their houses by night, whether free or bond, were punished with 
flogging, many of the offenders undergoing sentence of death. The Governor-in-Chief, 
although six hundred of the inhabitants expressed their approval of this step, promptly 
forbade such extreme measures, which had on many previous occasions been pursued, 
This state of affairs was brought about in part by Colonel Davey, whose incapacity to 
rule caused a lack of zeal on the part of the officials to preserve law and order. When 


*Fenton, 
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Governor Collins lived some order was maintained ; but it was hopeless to expect, with 
such a man as Colonel Davey at the head of affairs, that a due regard to law and order 
should be paid, He was a man given to dissipation, and on the station which he 
selected not far from town, he provided for a bacchanalian revel. The tent was 
surrounded by the more talented of the convicts, who entertained the Governor with 
songs. Rum in large quantities was served out, first to the chiefs and then to the 
retainers; and it was not an uncommon thing to see the gaol gang wandering after their 
inebriate ruler, and frequently the Governor and his retainers might be seen going home 
together. The newspaper press, which as has been already mentioned unsuccessful 
attempts were made to found in the years 1810 and 1814, was permanently established 
in 1816. Andrew Bent, who was known from his subsequently long literary career as 
the father of the ‘Van Diemen’s Land Press,” published the first number of the 
Hobart Town Gazette by authority on Ist June, 1816. The matter for the paper was 
supplied, and its proprietor paid by the Government. Nothing could more fully 
demonstrate the laxity of morals prevalent at the time than the official announcement 
in the first number of the Gazette, relative to the birthday of King George IIL, 
ordaining that ‘one pound of fresh meat, and one half-pint of spirits be supplied to 
the soldiers and constables that their loyalty might be duly maintained." The second 
number contained a Government notice which shows the depth of degradation to which 
the inhabitants had sunk. The bodies of the felons which were gibbeted on Hunter’s 
Island were close to the place ‘‘ where the wharf is erected, and became objects of 
disgust especially to the female sex. They have been removed (by command of his 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor) to a point of land near Queenborough—now Sandy 
Bay—which in future will be the place of execution.” The Gazette first consisted of 
only two pages of foolscap, and in 1824 it was enlarged to four pages. In the early 
years of the paper its proprietor was obliged to face many difficulties, and at length on 
8rd April, 1819, he made an appeal to his subscribers to pay him in kind for their 
arrears, which in some cases amounted to three years’ subscriptions, and for which he 
must otherwise sue for payment. The Sydney Gazette, a contemporary of Bent's paper, 
did not fail to support his appeal in the most encouraging manner. Bent was short 
of type, as shown by the use of capitals in the middle of words, and had to make his 
own ink. He plodded on in conducting the only newspaper in the colony with bad 
paper and bad type for ten years. As late as 1824 he had frequently to use a sort of 
Chinese paper, about half the size of foolscap, and of which two sheets were pasted 
together for each issue. This paper cost two guineas sterling per ream. During 
Governor Davey's administration the south and west coasts were explored by Captain 
James Kelly, who went round the island in a small whale-boat manned by four men. 
He named a large inlet on the south coast, which he entered on the 17th December, 
1815, Port Davey, in honour of the Lieutenant-Governor. The eastern arm he named 
_ Bathurst Harbour, in honour of Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


0 


Page 23 
nla.obj-26730144 
National Library of Australia 


The jubilee history of Tasmania illustrated : with which is incorporated the early history of Victoria, 
biographical sketches & "Australian representative men" 


18 THE COLONY DURING THE INTERIM. 


On the 28th of the same month he named Macquarie Harbour in honour of the 
Governor-General. Elizabeth Island was named after Mrs. Gordon, of Pittwater. 
Sarah Island and Birch’s Inlet were named after Mr. and Mrs, T. W. Birch, of 
Hobart Town; and the Gordon River after Mr. James Gordon, of Pittwater. Captain 
Kelly left Macquarie Harbour on Ist January, 1816, and sailed along the shore in a 
northerly direction ; touched the Hunter's group of islands, then rounding the north- 
west coast he called in at what is now known as Port Sorrell, and reached Port 
Dalrymple on 9th January. When Kelly's party landed at the George Town 
Wharf, they received a rather warm reception, and as they were mistaken for 
bushrangers, were handcuffed. As soon, however, as Major Stewart, the Commandant, 
saw Captain Kelly's clearance papers signed by Captain Nairn, at Hobart Town, he 
was satisfied, and they were immediately liberated and treated in a most kindly manner. 
It was necessary to take the utmost precaution in protecting the camp, as the bush- 
ranger, Michael Howe, was at large at the time. Captain Kelly, during his voyage of 
exploration along the coast, had several interviews with the natives, one tribe of which, 
numbering about fifty, he encountered at Hunter's Island. The following is his 
narrative of the meeting :— 

“ They were all armed with spears and waddies. We immediately brought the 
arms from the boat and put ourselves into a state of defence. They began to advance 
slowly towards us near the fire. We held up our pieces and made signs for them not 
to come any closer, They held up their spears in return, accompanying their 
movements with loud laughing. They jeered at us, as if they thought we were afraid 
of their formidable band. We thought it desirable to retreat to the boat, when 
suddenly they laid down their weapons in the edge of the bush and each holding up 
their hands as if they did not mean mischief, at the same time making signs to us to 
lay down our arms, which we did to satisfy them; for if we had retreated quickly to 
the boat, it was probable they would have killed every one of us before we could have 
got out of range of their spears. The natives then began to come to us, one by one, 
holding up their hands to show they had no weapons, but we kept a good look-out that 
they had no spears between their toes as on a former occasion. They had none. 
There were twenty-two came to the fire, We made signs to them that no more should 
be allowed to come. Upon that being understood two others came from the bush 
together. One of them seemed to be a chief, a stout, good-looking man, about six 
feet high and apparently thirty years of age ; the other an old man, about six feet 
seven inches high, with scarcely a bit of flesh on his bones. When the chief came 
he ordered them all to sit down on the ground, which they did and formed a sort of 
circle round the fire. The chief ordered the old man to dance and sing, as if to amuse 
us, which he did, making ugly faces and putting himself into most singular attitudes. 
While the old man was engaged in his dancing and singing, we found it was only to 
divert our attention from what the chief and his men were doing. He ordered them 
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CHAPTER ITI. 


GOVERNOR SORRELL'S ADMINISTRATION. 


1817-1824. 


Sa OLONEL WILLIAM SORRELL was the third governor of Van Diemen’s 
¢€ Land, and arrived on 8th April, 1817, He was not much impressed with the 
W aspect of affairs, as Hobart Town was little better than a collection of huts; 
but considering that it was only founded fifteen years previously, and that its founders 
were intent more on protecting themselves from the ravages of bushrangers, it could 
not be expected to be a town of more than the rudest construction. The houses were 
in general of the meanest description, the majority being one storey in height, and 
weatherboarded without and lath-plastered within. The Government House was of 
very bad construction. During the first year of his administration the Governor removed 
from his dwelling-house in Barrack Square to a new Government House in Macquarie 
Street, which has since been considerably enlarged. When Lieutenant-Governor Sorrell 
arrived there were no schools, and no buildings set apart for divine worship save an old 
shed, known as the King’s stores, being occasionally used for that purpose. There was 
at this time no system of control for the male and female prisoners. The want of a 
security of quarters for the night enabled the men employed by the Government to 
roam about and commit all kinds of heinous offences at their pleasure. The convict 
women were supplied with food and clothing, but no place of shelter was afforded them 
for the night—a condition of affairs which naturally led to a degree of depravity never 
paralleled in the annals of British colonisation. Indeed, to such an extent had depravity 
been carried that Government officials were found cohabiting with the convict women, 
and it was no wonder that the rite of matrimony was neglected. The sales of wives were 
common : one wife having been sold for fifty ewes ; another for five pounds and a gallon 
of rum; and a third for twenty ewes and a gallon of rum—a bottle of rum in the 
interim passing for one pound sterling. Although this may seem a very depraved state 
of affairs in the early days of the history of Tasmania, the writer distinctly saw, in the 
year 1859, a man leading, or rather driving, his wife up by what is known as a straw 
wisp, to the market square of the city of Armagh, Ireland, and selling her by auction 
for one shilling. Advertisements frequently appeared in the local paper to the effect 
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that wives had deserted their husbands without any provocation, and that they would 
not be responsible for any debts their wives might incur. Bushrangers were ranging 
at large in formidable gangs, harassing and intimidating the settlers. The system of 
convict discipline alternated between laxity and severity, according to the caprice of the 
official. Owing to the vagueness and confusion of the statutes relating to penal 
colonists, no redress was available. 

The first step taken by Governor Sorrell was to call the inhabitants together so 
as to deliberate on various matters relating to the welfare of the community. He 
suggested that subscriptions should be given towards a reward fund for the suppression 
of bushranging—a proposal which the respectable inhabitants cordially accepted and 
liberally responded to. Owing to this step, the capture of many noted bushrangers 
was effected by the soldiers and constables, who now felt. that they were supported by 
law and authority, and in less than three months the majority of these ruffianly bands 
was either captured or destroyed. The result was that the dwellers in their home- 
steads could ply their callings by day, or rest at night without fear of being molested 
under Sorrell's mode of discipline, who, like the present Chief Secretary of Ireland, 
never hesitated in doing his duty towards law-abiding citizens; and consequently Van 
Diemen’s Land began to assume the appearance more of a British colony than it had 
hitherto done. 

Sorrell did all in his power to encourage immigration, and during his 
administration free settlers were constantly arriving in ships direct from Great Britain. 
Several officers, retired from the army and navy, were among the number, as well as 
other gentlemen of moderate capital. This immigration imparted a new tone to the 
social character of the colony. The early settlers were mostly emancipists, who received 
small grants of land in proximity to each other in localities which appeared favourable 
for agricultural pursuits, where they erected such dwellings, tilled the land in a most 
primitive manner, and lived in a loose way. The new settlers were men of intelligence 
and character, and their influence soon began to be felt in an improved state of things. 
Each settler on his arrival received a grant of land in proportion to the capital he 
brought with him, the maximum area being 2560 acres, equal to four square miles; 
but exceptions to the rule were freely admitted afterwards, and additional grants of 640 
and even 1280 acres were bestowed according to the will of the Governor, who 
possessed almost absolute authority in such matters. Settlers also received loans of 
stock and seed from the Government, rations for themselves and their convict servants 
for six months, and they were guaranteed 10s. per bushel for all the wheat they grew, 
and 6d. per pound for meat. These concessions were withdrawn in 1818; but the 
system of granting land free of all charges saving a small quit rent continued until 1830. 
With the influx of settlers, the demand for sheep and cattle to stock the pastures 
increased. The first stock was introduced by Colonel Paterson; but the quality was 
greatly improved by the importation of 300 lambs from the flocks of Captain John 
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Macarthur, of Camden, New South Wales, who visited England in 1803, and obtained 
one ewe and nine rams from the royal flock of pure merinos at Kew, Wool was 
not an article of export from Van Diemen’s Land in 1818; it was considered worthless, 
In 1819 the Colonial Government bought several tons at 8d. per pound, and the 
captain of an English trader accepted some in exchange for merchandise. In 1822 
Mr. Henry Hopkins offered a cash price for wool, and bought twelve bales at 4d. per 
pound. ‘This was the entire export of the colony that year, and it was sold in London 
at 7d. per pound. 

The sheep brought by the first fleet to New South Wales were sacrificed to the 
necessities of the time; the cattle strayed, and were discovered long afterwards grazing 
on the Nepean, where they increased to many hundreds Several efforts were made 
by the New South Wales Corps to introduce a stock chiefly for the ‘knife; but the 
transmission was attended with considerable difficulty, and the greater portion died. 
The basis of the New South Wales stock was the Bengal; these, bearing hair, were 
mixed with sheep originally from Holland, and imported from the Cape. Mr. 
Macarthur having obtained some sheep from inland remarked the great, though acci- 
dental, improvement in the fleece, which exhibited a mixture of wool, and gave the 
first hint of a possible improvement. 

The results surpassed all expectation. The flocks of Bongal yielded to three or 
four crossings, and produced the finest wool. The ewe produced wool worth 9d., her 
lamb’s wool was valued at 8s., and even the merino improved by the exchange of 
climate ; its wool, produced at the Cape, being worth 4s. 6d., and in New South Wales 6s, 
The rate of increase was not less encouraging: produce of fifty ewes in seven years 
was 2000. 

Macarthur requested the Crown to grant the use of public lands and servants, 
and offered to supply the Commissariat at a given price, and to sustain the entire 
risk or loss of his experiment, The statement of increase was doubted ; the testimony 
respecting the quality of wool could not be disputed, and Macarthur had procured the 
certificates of eminent manufacturers. It was, however, asserted that the natural 
pasture would not give subsistence to flocks. Macarthur proposed to sell his flock at 
their value to a company and on credit, on condition that the company procured 
a grant from the Crown for pasture. This was declined; but Lord Camden was 
requested by their lordships to encourage Macarthur, and he received in consequence 
permission to occupy the said pastures, where natural fences prevented the 
intermixture of his flocks. It was not until 1820 that settlers of Van Diemen’s Land 
entered the career of improvement. The original stock was introduced by Colonel 
Paterson—a mixture of Teeswater, Leicester, and Bengal breeds. By an engagement 
with Macarthur 300 were shipped from Sydney; but more than one-third died; the 
rest were distributed to the settlers by lot, who gave the engagements to repay at the 
stipulated sum, and who secured facilities for the experiment in suitable tickets of 
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occupation. Macarthur secyred, at 7s. 6d. per acre, 4368 acres of land for 300 lambs, 
valued to the Crown at £5 per head. 

From this date (1820) the wool of the Tasmanian flocks became known to 
commerce. Van Diemen’s Land wool was not an article of export until 1819. Only 
71,000lbs. had been sent to London from New South Wales, but some had realised 
even 7s. 6d. per pound; in one instance 10s. it is said was paid—three times greater 
than the English price of the finest Continental wool. A specimen had been manu- 
factured for George IV., and which so pleased him that he directed Sir J. Bloomfield 
to inquire if more could be obtained in England. There seemed now no hesitation 
in giving credit to Macarthur’s prediction that the boundless pastures of New South 
Wales would relieve the manufacturers of dependence on Spain, That great encourage- 
ment had not been afforded and greater progress accomplished, may be considered 
surprising. ‘The wool of commerce was still inconsiderable, although the flocks of 
both colonies amounted to 200,000. Before the merino was introduced, the fleece was 
considered worthless. The operation of shearing was often delayed until the sheep 
were injured ; it was a deduction from the profit, The wool was burnt, or thrown 
into the stockyards as manure. 

In 1819 the captain of the “ Regalia” accepted a proportion of Van Diemen’s 
Land wool in exchange for merchandise. 

To Mr. Henry Hopkins the public are indebted for the first appreciation of 
Tasmanian wool. In September, 1821, he offered by advertisement a price in money, 
and bought at 1d. per pound. ‘Twelve bales were sold in London, the entire wool export 
of the colony, for 7d. per pound, or £88; the expenses amounting to nearly half that 
sum, Merchants continued to purchase, settlers to improve, their flocks. In 1823 
five hundred and fifty bales were exported in the “ Deveron,” and an equal quantity in 
other vessels; and the wool of Clarendon rivalled the flocks of Port Jackson. Melville 
and Bent relate some curious facts concerning trade and the medium of exchange. 
Promissory notes were freely circulated, every trader issuing them from sixpence upwards. 
The want of coin induced the Government to pay the debts it incurred in rum, which, 
commonly valued at £1 per bottle, passed from hand to hand. In 1810 dollars were 
imported from Bengal ; the centre was struck out, and valued at Is. 3d.; but the ring 
dollar was issued at its original value of 5s. The Government, however, received it 
back at 4s., thus gaining 20 per cent. Macquarie visited Van Diemen’s Land a second 
time in 1821, On his former visit in 1811, the population then being 1500; now 
(1821) it was 7400, with greatly augmented resources; 15,000 acres of cultivated land, 
35,000 head of horned cattle, 170,000 sheep, 550 horses, and 5000 swine, Macquarie 
was received with great enthusiasm, and His Excellency was delighted with the reception, 
climate, place and people. He found the colony in a comparatively comfortable con- 
dition, aud the free inhabitants prosperous; 426 houses in Hobart Town, and 
2700 souls. 
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The Governor-General was fond of giving names, He named the towns of 
Perth, Campbelltown, Oaklands, Brighton, Roseneath, Sorrell, and Elizabeth Town. 
The latter was named after his wife, but was afterwards abandoned in favour of its 
present name, New Norfolk. Macquarie Street, Plains, Harbour, and River were 
named after the Governor-General. St. David's Anglican Church, which was 
commenced during Davey's government, was not completed until 1822, and was 
consecrated in the following year by the Rev, Samuel Marsden, Senior Chaplain of 
New South Wales, and on the same occasion the burial ground was consecrated, The 
Rey. Robert Knopwood, the first clergyman to reach Van Diemen's Land, arrived in 
the colony with Collins’ fleet in 1803, In addition to his clerical functions, he 
regularly presided at the magisterial bench, Great exception has been taken to him 
acting as a magistrate, as it is said the office interfered considerably with his 
ministerial duties ; but it must be interposed that in those days the number out of 
which a selection for such a post could be made was very limited, and we question very 
much whether the clergymen of the present day, who are obliged to get up bazaars 
and tea-meetings, do not find that their really spiritual vocation is seriously disturbed 
thereby. Be this as it may, ne was not, however, the beau ideal of a spiritual adviser, 
and it is only his convivial friends who made light of his freaks of folly, whilst his little 
white pony also gained some notoriety. Service, during the long interval that elapsed 
from the laying of the foundation-stone of St. David's until the completion of the 
edifice, was held under the verandah of Government House, then a wooden building 
in Barrack Square (weather permitting,) or in the King’s store. Mr. Knopwood 
received a grant of thirty acres of land at Cottage Green, Hobart Town, reaching over 
what is now known as the New Wharf and Battery Point, one of the most valuable 
sites in the colony; he was subsequently appointed chaplain to a country district. 
Mr. Knopwood offered the whole block for £800, Mr. Knopwood died in 1838, and 
was succeeded by the Rev. William Bedford. He may be regarded as what is now 
known as a Broad Churchman, In the absence of a clergyman it was customary for 
the magistrates to conduct public worship, or, where that was not possible, to assemble 
the prisoners, and, after inspection, to address to them a few words of advice. 

The Rev. Benjamin Carvosso, whose ship called at Hobart Town in May, 1820, 
on her way to Sydney, was the first Wesleyan minister to visit the island, and 
delivered his first discourse on 18th August, 1820, from the steps of the Courthouse. 
The text was from Ephesians, “ Wherefore He saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” That the colony required such 
addresses may be gathered from Mr. Carvosso's description of the inhabitants, whom 
he pronounced to be kindly, but dissolute. At New Norfolk and Pittwater, with a 
population of several hundreds, no religious services had been held. The effect of 
Mr. Carvosso’s eloquent appeals to the spiritual condition of his audience was 
exhibited in a most marked degree, Several soldiers of the 58th Regiment who at 
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Sydney had embraced the doctrine of Methodism were quartered in the island, urged 
a Mr. Noakes to secure a room for worship. Eight persons met on 29th October, 
1820, at a house in Collins Street, Hobart Town, and next removed to the residence 
of a Mr, Wallis. Corporal Waddy, who appears to have been their leader, was, together 
with the soldiers, during the. hour that they were joining in praise, prayer and exhorta- 
tion, violently assailed with great fury; their devotions, although for a time disturbed, 
were, through the interference of the Governor, allowed to proceed quietly. ‘The 
landlord of the house, however, grew weary of the undertaking, and consequently they 
were obliged to seek a place of refuge. Donne, a carpenter, whose “lay-to” formed a 
workshop, was entreated to arrange it for worship, to which he at first gave a hesitating 
consent, whilst his wife, who was a Romanist, opposed the project in a most vigorous 
manner. Owing, however, to her superstitious feelings, which were brought into full 
play on that night when a violent thunder-storm set in, and caused the house to sway 
to and fro, she at once submitted to the Methodists having the use of the house. The 
building, becoming too small, it was enlarged to accommodate 300 persons, A society 
of fourteen members was constituted, and on 13th May, 1821, a Sunday school was 
established—the first in Van Diemen’s Land. This is the more remarkable, since it was 
done in the absence of a minister. This man, Donne, had been a prisoner, but lived to 
acquire the confidence and esteem of his neighbours, His proper name was Cranmer, and 
he is said to have been a descendant of the illustrious Archbishop Cranmer, Mr, Noakes, 
the organiser in great part of Wesleyanism in the colony, becoming dissatisfied with 
the results, withdrew from their fellowship in 1823. On 21st September, 1821, 
the Rev. W. Horton arrived, and began to work most zealously amongst his people ; 
but his description of the social state of the country is most depressing, the majority of 
deaths being caused by accident or drunkenness, He received a church grant of two 
acres at Hobart Town from Governor Sorrell, but the site was not considered suitable 
fora church. Mr, David Lord gave a small block of land in Melville Street for the 
erection of a place of worship. By his indefatigability he succeeded in obtaining 
contributions of cash and material to the extent of £400, but this amount was not 
sufficient, as the walls which had been raised remained long uncovered, In 1823 
Mr. Horton retired, and the Rev. R. Mansfield, from New South Wales, succeeded him. 
By his exertions, and by obtaining timber and labour from the Government, whilst 
gifts and loans were provided by the Society in England, the chapel was at length 
completed. In 1822, owing to Mr. Carvosso’s accounts of the material and moral 
prospects of the colony, many persons of a religious tendency were induced to embark 
for Van Diemen's Land. They sailed in the “ Hope,” and encountered great dangers 
in the British Channel. On their complaints the vessel was seized under an Act for 
the protection of passengers, and the “ Heroine” being chartered for the purpose, they 
were transmitted at the expense of the Government. The owners, who accused the 
passengers of conspiracy, successfully appealed against the seizure. The first Roman 
Catholic clergyman was the Rev. Philip Conolly, a man said to be of the same genial 
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disposition as his friend, Bobby Knopwood, of the Anglican Church, with whom he was 
on intimate terms. He arrived in the island from Sydney in March, 1821, and he held 
his services first in Mr. Curr's store in Bathurst Street, Hobart Town. Land was 
granted by the Crown, for the use of the Roman Catholic community, in Harrington 
Street, where a plain wooden edifice was afterwards erected, Many amusing stories are 
told of Father Conolly’s eccentricities—amongst the rest the extraordinary one of the 
selection of penances for the offences of his flock. The Rev, Archibald Macarthur was 
the first Presbyterian minister at Hobart Town, where he preached his first sermon in 
the colony on 12th January, 1823. At this time there were several Scotch families 
residing in the island, who befriended the Church of their fathers, Sir Thomas 
Brisbane, then Governor-General at Sydney, who belonged to the Scottish Church, 
aiding the cause in Van Diemen’s Land with a liberal subscription, Messrs. Scott, 
Bethune, Ogilvie, Turnbull—the latter afterwards becoming ordained as clergyman of 
the church—and Dr. Officer (afterwards Sir Robert Officer,) were among the early 
supporters of Presbyterianism. The Presbyterian Church at Hobart Town was opened 
on 12th September, 1824. Mr. Macarthur, who acted as its pastor for ten years after 
his arrival, was, owing to some charges of improprieties, superseded and succeeded by 
Doctor Lillie. These were the only Church establishments in Van Diemen’s Land 
during the administration of Governor Sorrell—the northern part of the island having 
no fixed place of worship. Although education had hitherto suffered as much neglect 
as religion, during Governor Sorrell’s government an impetus was given to the formation 
and opening of many scholastic institutions. One redeeming point in Knopwood's 
character was that he was desirous of promoting the education of the young, and with 
this object united with the Wesleyans. In September, 1819, the returns received by Mr. 
Knopwood of the number of children receiving instruction in Hobart Town and the most 
populous districts amounted for that month to 164—the figures representing the children 
who attended both public and private schools. Mr. Commissioner Bigge, who was sent 
from England to report on a variety of matters affecting penal discipline in the colonies, 
objected to the system obtaining. There was an absence of supervision in the public 
schools, and there was no definite system laid down for the guidance of the teachers until 
1823, when Mr, Peter Archer Mulgrave was appointed Superintendent of Schools. 

The Post Office Department was what might be termed a rather impromptu affair 
in those days. There was a Postmaster at Hobart Town, but the weekly messenger 
carried letters only so far as Pittwater. In October, 1816, a great improvement 
was made in this most important department of the Public Service by the appointment 
of Mr. Robert A. Taylor as Government Messenger between Hobart Town and 
Dalrymple, the name by which Launceston was then known, The messenger was to 
leave each place on alternate Sunday mornings. The places were 120 miles apart, 
without the least track to enable the rider to steer his course; and considering that 
Taylor managed to run the gauntlet safely and escape unhurt by the natives, the 
undertaking may be considered as a very plucky one, and ably carried out, Launceston 
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was a small unfrequented place at that time, and nothing can be told of its rise and 
progress, save that of oral testimony, which, as every historian full well knows, is most 
unsound evidence. A few rude structures at the east end of Cameron Street marked 
the spot where building was first carried on. ‘The Rev. John Youl, formerly a 
missionary at Tahiti, was appointed chaplain at Georgetown. Until his arrival no 
clergyman had ever visited the northern districts of the island. In 1819 he made a 
tour and baptised sixty-seven children, and married forty-one couples, most of whom, 
through force of circumstances, had already contracted bonds of union in a manner 
not consistent with ecclesiastical law. Every person in the early history of the colonies 
was obliged to resort to the most primitive methods of civilisation, and the clergyman 
as well as the layman was compelled to use the best means available. For instance, 
when Mr, Youl visited Launceston, he was accustomed to call his congregation 
together by the sound of an iron barrel, which was swung to a post and struck by a 
mallet, and it was said that he announced his arrival by walking through the settle- 
ment in his canonical dress. He used to preach when at Launceston in a small 
wooden building where the Bank of Tasmania now stands, During the week it was 
devoted to the administration of the decrees of the civil law, whilst on Sunday the 
decrees of the divine law were announced. In front of it were the public stocks used 
freely for the punishment of inebriates. Women were frequently sentenced to twelve 
hours in the stocks, where they, like male offenders, were exposed to the gaze of 
passers by. Launceston was destitute of a clerical resident until 1824, when Mr. Youl 
returned from Georgetown. The people were sometimes deprived for weeks of a 
service, and for three years they had no clergyman, Mr. Youl must have been a man 
of extraordinary moral and spiritual feeling, for he is described as a man of the most 
amiable disposition ; and although placed in a station under which scarcely one man 
in a hundred could undergo the trials to which he was subjected, he succeeded in 
cultivating the minds and affections of the young, and discountenancing every descrip- 
tion of vice. The Wesleyans visited Launceston in 1822, and the Rey, Mr. Horton, 
when writing to Sydney for help, described the spiritual darkness of the people as most 
deplorable, and added that assistance to alter the state of affairs then existing was most 
urgently required. The administration of justice in Van Diemen’s Land was very 
imperfect before the establishment of Law Courts. Enormities of the most diabolical 
nature were inflicted on free and bond for offences of the greatest or most trivial 
nature. It is said that even witnesses who did not give what the magistrate considered 
ample evidence were sent to the triangles, and that as late as 1823 one was ordered to 
be taken out of court and have one hundred lashes, so as to elicit more satisfactory 
information from him A single magistrate had the power to inflict fifty lashes, while 
two could sentence to any number of stripes. Until 1822 there was not a lawyer in Van 
Diemen’s Land ; a schoolmaster and Mr. R. L. Murray were permitted to plead in court, 
Mr. J. P. Fawkner was one of the earliest pleaders in the Launceston Court. On 19th 
July, 1823, the British Legislature enacted a law to secure a better administration 
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of justice in New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, “and for the better 
government thereof,” to expire at the close of the session of Parliament, 1827. The 
old courts, with their military functions, were superseded, and a Supreme Court erected 
under Act IV., Geo. IV., c. 96, in New South Wales as well as in Van Diemen’s Land ; 
and in 1824 Mr. J, L, Pedder arrived, as Chief Justice, from England, taking with him 
the charter of the Supreme Court. Mr, Joseph Tice Gellibrand was Attorney-General, 
and Mr. Joseph Hone (brother of the author of the Day Book) was “master” of the 
Supreme Court, By the Act it was provided also that the King might erect Van 
Diemen’s Land into a separate colony, conferring on the Acting-Governor, in the absence 
of the Governor-in-Chief, the various powers conveyed by the Act, and in that case 
terminate the dependence of the Supreme Court on the Court of New South Wales. 
The Act of Parliament did not pass without a heated debate and discontent, Sir James 
Mackintosh moved that a jury of twelve should be substituted for the clause con- 
stituting a military jury—the most obnoxious portion of the bill. In this he was 
seconded by Mr. Wilberforce, but the proposition was defeated by a majority of eleven. 
Mr. Canning recommended a compromise between the friends and opponents of the 
bill by limiting its duration to five years, and to this the Minister assented. The 
settlers were generally desirous that Van Diemen’s Land should be erected into a 
separate colony; but to this Governor Sorrell was opposed, as he thought the measure 
premature—tending to augment the expenses of government, and as being productive 
of other consequent evils. A public meeting was summoned, and a petition adopted 
by acclamation ; the sole dissentient present, Mr. Murray, receiving some rough treat- 
ment at the hands of the petitioners. Governor Sorrell’s administration came to a close 
in the early part of 1824. 

In the early journals the name of Sorrell occurs frequently. Previous to his 
departure a banquet was given to him, at which complimentary allusions were made 
as to his successful administration of the colony's affairs. A happy coincidence 
marked his departure, as the return freight of merino wool, which the colony owed to 
his care and foresight, was shipped in the “ Guildford,” which carried him home. He 
is said to have been a good ruler, and his popularity, owing to his open-heartedness 
and affability, was extensive, He was respected by all classes of society, whether free 
or bond, “and never was a Governor more popular or a people more contented 
than Lieutenant-Governor Sorrell and the people of Tasmania while under his 
government, and when he departed no man was more regretted.”* In addition to 
these social virtues, he was endowed with an active mind and shrewd penetration, his 
great object being to please all with whom he came in contact. Shortly after the 
arrival of his successor, Governor Sorrell sailed for England in the “Guildford,” the 
same vessel which had brought him to the colony. A pension of £560 a year was 
granted him until his death, which took place on 4th June, 1848, aged seventy-four years. 
He was colonel of the 48th Regiment, and many of his descendants reside in the colony. 
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GOVERNOR ARTHUR'S ADMINISTRATION. 


1824-1836. 


arrived in the “ hatin? on 12th May, 1821, Formerly Superintendent of 
° Honduras, he was well known as an officer of inflexible and energetic 
Jenesition. His administration, which had occasioned considerable difference of opinion, 
became the subject of parliamentary and judicial inquiries. Honduras, an establish- 
ment on the American coast, was occupied by adventurers from Jamaica, At first 
their presence for a time remained unnoticed by the Spanish Crown; but after a 
hundred years had been spent in protests and opposition, the Court of Spain 
reluctantly recognised the location of the cutters of logwood within its own territory, 
Arthur entered the army in 1801, and served in Sir James Craig’s expedition to Italy 
in 1806, and being afterwards appointed adjutant of the Light Battalion on service in 
Egypt, was engaged in the attack on Rosetta. In 1809 he accompanied the Light 
Company of his regiment with the Walcheren expedition, and was employed in the 
attack on Flushing. Subsequently in 1814 he was appointed Superintendent of 
Honduras by the Duke of Manchester. At the same time he received from General 
Fuller the government in the following words :—‘I do hereby constitute and appoint 
you, the said George Arthur, to command such of His Majesty's subjects as are now 
armed, or may hereafter arm, for the defence of the settlers at the Bay of Honduras; 
you are therefore, as Commandant, to take upon you the care and charge accordingly.” 
In virtue of these appointments, he claimed both the military and civil command until 
he quitted the settlement in 1822. In 1820, Bradley, an officer stationed at Honduras, 
was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Governor on full pay, and knowing that the 
regiment of which Arthur was colonel (the York Chasseurs) was disbanded, he 
considered himself entitled to the military command by seniority of rank, according 
to the rules of military service, having refused to acknowledge any longer Arthur's 
authority, or to attend a council of officers to which he was summoned. Thereupon 
he was placed under arrest, and his sword taken from him by Arthur's command, and 
he was detained in prison for seventy-three days, General Fuller, having received an 
account of this transuction, ordered Bradley's liberation, but forwarded from Jamaica 
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to the authorities in Great Britain a statement of the dispute. The conduct of 
Colonel Bradley having been deemed inconsistent with military discipline, he was 
dismissed from the service without trial, but allowed to dispose of his commission. An 
action was brought by Colonel Bradley against Arthur for false imprisonment. His 
counsel was Lord Brougham, and Arthur was defended by the law officers of the 
Crown. ‘The jury, considering that Bradley's detention was unnecessarily prolonged, 
gave him damages to the extent of £100. Subsequently Bradley was found guilty of 
libelling General Fuller, whom he accused in a statement which he published, It was 
to the effect that General Fuller had ante-dated Arthur's commission in order to 
justify the measures he had taken. He was not brought up for judgment. Tt was 
decided by the judges that Bradley was mistaken, and that Arthur's title to command 
was regular and valid, This was not the only charge preferred against Arthur. In 
Honduras slavery existed, and Colonel Arthur gained the favour of an important 
class of politicians by the compassion he expressed for the negro race, and 
his exposure of the connivance of magistrates at the cruelty of masters. Wilberforce 
and Stephen, the great advocates of slave liberation, who possessed influence 
with the Executive, considered Arthur a valuable coadjutor in this noble cause, 
and were supposed to overlook the arbitrary spirit of his government for the sake of 
his philanthropy. Arthur's reception at Hobart Town was respectful but cold, and it 
may be proper to notice the moral state of the colony on Arthur's assumption of office. 
In his reply, which was cold, he took occasion to express his conviction that the moral 
example of the free population was essential to the improvement of a class less 
favoured, and while employing his authority for the general welfare, he was resolved to 
maintain the rights of the Crown.* Such sentiments were just, but were not acceptable 
to the free settlers, whose lax morality was clearly perceptible to the new Governor. 
Although possessing the ability to rule, he lacked the art of doing so in a conciliatory 
spirit. He could not discriminate between the convict class and those free settlers 
induced to emigrate by the overtures of the Home Government. Governor Arthur was 
convinced that the only way to rule Van Diemen's Land was to regard it in the light 
of a convict settlement. He deprecated the mixture of the free with the bond asa 
most dangerous barrier against a stringent system of prison discipline. He accordingly 
set to work to carry out his policy without any regard to the circumstances of the 
colony, Many of the settlers were either unable or unwilling to contract lawful 
marriages with the prisoners or their offspring. Their example affected those in 
stations beneath them. All these were placed under a ban; the favours of govern- 
ment were denied them. Subordinate officers were dismissed the service, and whatever 
good this policy may eventually have effected, it called forth at'the time a great deal of 
ill-feeling towards and contempt for the Governor. When Governor Arthur received 
his commission, he was authorised to govern under the rules of convict law. Those 
© West. 
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free settlers whom the Home authorities induced to emigrate, forgot that they were 
living in quite a different sphere of society to that which they had recently left, and 
wanted institutions like those of the old country, where they had a yoice in the affairs 
of government; asystem which could not possibly have been carried out at that period. 

The first session of the Supreme Court was opened on 24th May, 1824. ‘The 
jury consisted of seven military officers. The first person tried was named Tibbs, for 
killing a negro, who, while on the watch for thieves, was taken fora robber. The 
negro, though not a constable, found pleasure in detecting crime, and in some 
instances succeeded. It was whilst engaged in indulging this singular passion, by 
hunting the premises of a settler, that he was killed by Tibbs. 

The first prosecution for libel was at the instance of Mr. R. L. Murray, who was 
formerly a captain in the army, and had been transported for bigamy. He served 
twenty years, but his commission in the Royal Waggon Train having been declared 
forfeited, he came out to New South Wales, where, after residing some time, he settled 
in Van Diemen's Land, where his extensive experience and literary talents gave him 
an entrée to the limited society then existing. Owing to his opposition to the petition 
for an independent Colonial Government, on the grounds that it would not be instru- 
mental in increasing the freedom or prosperity of the colony, the committee for the 
promotion of a separate Government issued a placard referring to the history of the 
dissentient, and thereby exposed themselves to a criminal prosecution. 

The merchants complained that the duties levied at Hobart Town were higher 
than those fixed by Brisbane, the Governor-in-Chief at Port Jackson, as injurious to 
their trade, and the duties levied prior to landing were sometimes imposed upon wines 
never actually delivered. A request was made by them that the charges might be 
equalised with the other port, and that what had been charged them in excess 
previously should be restored. Arthur refused to entertain the petition. Dissatisfied 
with the reply, Mr. Dudley Fereday, the Sheriff, was requested to convene a public 
meeting to address the Governor-in-Chief, which the Sheriff promptly declined on the 
grounds that his Honour Colonel Arthur was not mentioned in the requisition, and 
that there was no real locus standi for the meeting so far as the object the meeting 
wished to haye set forth. The Sheriff's decision to decline with the request caused a 
meeting to be held, at which his conduct was severely censured; but the meeting 
ended, as all other meetings do where grievances imaginary are ventilated, with the 
impression that the colony was under a system of despotic rule. Trial by jury was a 
more important question, as it displayed the variations existing between the colonies, 
as it was permitted at Port Jackson and not at Hobart Town. Mr. Alfred Stephen, 
then a solicitor in Hobart Town, brought the matter before the Court, but Judge 
Pedder ruled that civil juries were not legal unless with Royal sanction. 

General Darling visited Hobart Town on his way from England to assume office 
of the government of New South Wales, and the separation of the local government 
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from that of Sydney was formally commenced, His arrival was a time of great 
festivity, more especially as he proclaimed the independence of the colony on New 
South Wales, 3rd December, 1825. Up to that time the dependent settlement had 
been ruled by those who had been addressed, or, were addressed, as his Honour, After 
the visit Governor Arthur was addressed as his Excellency. The colonists were 
pleased with the change, for which they had sent a petition to the Home Government 
in April of the previous year. Although opposed to disintegration, we may say that, 
owing to the distance from head-quarters, and the delays necessarily incurred thereby, 
a separation was actually compulsory. Events which followed cooled the ardour of 
those patriots who were clamouring for separation. Local, Executive and Legislative 
Councils were duly appointed by the Crown. The functions of the former were to 
advise the Governor on important occasions, and of the latter to frame laws for the 
government of the colony. The members of the Executive were—Captain John 
Montague, Chief Secretary (nephew of the Governor;) John Lewes Pedder, Chief 
Justice; A. W. H. Humphrey, Police Magistrate; and Jocelyn Thomas, Colonial 
Treasurer. The Legislative Council consisted of seven members, viz., Edward Abbott, 
W. H. Hamilton, Edward Curr, and four of the Executive Councillors. One of the 
acts which Governor Arthur committed shortly after gaining his new position as an 
independent ruler excited much interest in legal circles throughout Great Britain— 
the dismissal of Mr. Gellibrand, the Attorney-General, for what was considered unpro- 
fessional conduct in drawing pleas for a plaintiff, and afterwards acting officially against 
him in court. The question was brought before Judge Pedder, in view of haying 
Gellibrand struck off the rolls, but that gentleman declined to interfere, as it was 
outside his jurisdiction, Arthur, with that pertinacity for which he was so remarkable, 
firmly determined to press the charge, and appointed a commission of inquiry, 
consisting of Messrs. Jocelyn, Thomas, Humphrey and Pedder, After an investigation 
into the whole question, Mr. Gellibrand was dismissed, but the practice of the English 
Bar proved that he had a precedent in so acting.* It was found that the first counsel 
in England often acted against a retaining client, and sometimes drew pleas on both 
sides.* Notwithstanding, the Governor dismissed Mr. Gellibrand, as he considered 
the practice and precedence of law courts in England were not applicable to such 
a colony as Van Diemen’s Land, This action of Governor Arthur towards a gentleman 
who was highly respected throughout the colony rendered him still more unpopular, 
The division of the island into police districts, subject to a stipendiary magistrate 
(1827,) proved to be one of the most useful measures carried out by Governor Arthur, 
The new system brought the prisoner-population under the more immediate control of 
the Government. It was a great improvement in the internal discipline of the colony, 
Fach district had a stipendiary justice and police clerk, an efficient police staff, a 


salaried surgeon, a small detachment of soldiers, and a public flagellator. The necessity 


* Fenton, 
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of these establishments is illustrated clearly by many facts. In the first place, gentle. 
men, themselves masters, were liable to be biassed in their decisions, and where 
conflicting interests arose, a cool and impartial judgment was rarely given, The 
revision of their sentences by the Executive reflected on their judgment; nor were 
they at all times disposed to devote time to a patient and searching investigation, or to 
distinguish between a trivial and sound defence. Facts, now almost incredible, are 
related of the severity of the punishment inflicted on offenders at that period—the lash 
being the grand panacea for all minor offences committed by the settlers’ servants, 
Some of the settlers were men of a kindly disposition, but the atmosphere in which 
they moved by degrees benumbed their feelings of good nature, 

“Tt mends their morals; never mind the pain,” was the maxim. The tyrannical 
conduct of masters often drove men to commit acts when in a desperate state of mind, and 
for which they suffered the extreme penalty of the law. It was not enough for these men 
to suffer extreme punishment as convicts, but they had also to undergo oppression at the 
hands of their masters, who considered it necessary to render their lives still more 
miserable. The English Criminal Law of that day was cruel in the extreme. Offenders 
were executed for crimes now punishable by a few years’ imprisonment. It is now a 
well-known fact that many who then were transported would, under the present laws, 
undergo a few wecks’ imprisonment. The theft of the cheapest commodity rendered a 
man liable to transportation, while many were thoroughly innocent of the charges upon 
which they were convicted. Some curious examples of magisterial equity in Van 
Diemen’s Land are told, It is said that one of these dignitaries on a certain occasion 
when he heard his waggon in the street, delivered his sentence during his exit in 
the following words: ‘‘ I can’t stop; give him fifty.” A cattle-stealer owed his life to 
the nervousness of the magistrate, who, before the case had been half investigated, 
said: “ Give him fifty.” A clergyman met a number of men brought up for disobedience, 
and sent them back with the following words: “Ah, well, give them five-and-twenty 
all round,” This man certainly had not the power, or perhaps the will, to separate the 
goats from the sheep. Summary decisions by unfledged thinkers never had nor never 
will have any effect on the morality of a people. The duty of the Home authorities, 
when shipping cargoes of convicts to Australasia, was to despatch at the same time 
men qualified to adjudicate on crimes affecting the welfare of the community, and not 
to relegate such a power to those who were partial, indifferent or incapable, Another 
malpractice of the time was to despatch the man whom it was intended to punish with 
a note to the effect that he was to be flogged, which request was of course complied 
with, and then the miserable suffering creature was sent back, This enormity was 
increased by innocent persons often undergoing the punishment of the lash through 
haying brought such missives, which were handed him by his fellow-servant, who rightly 
suspected what the contents were, and notwithstanding his protests of innocence, the 


magistrate to whom he handed the note ordered the punishment to be inflicted. This 
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system, like every other diabolical scheme, defeated its own ends, for it is recorded that 
another, who had been on a similar errand before, returned on the following day to his 
master, complaining bitterly of his suffering, but his low cunning prompted him to 
destroy the note, and thereby escape the punishment intended to be meted out to him. 

It is, therefore, matter of little surprise that the annals of crime in Van 
Diemen’s Land are so black ; but the cause may be traced to the severity of discipline 
carried out by settlers and officials, and the system of congregating together a most 
heterogeneous mass of all sorts, grades, and conditions of vice. There was only one 
outlet from this contaminating influence, but in the majority of cases it was but a 
forlorn hope. We allude to the home of the settler. Fenton, in his “ History of 
Tasmania,” says that “ many personal reminiscences are too shocking to be recorded.” 
There were, however, instances where mild treatment of the offenders produced most 
salutary effects. Numbers of bad men were reclaimed, and hundreds saved from ruin. 
A notorious culprit was reclaimed by gentle means applied at the instance of a 
benevolent master. Many other cases in which gentility and kindness towards men 
whose feelings had been outraged hy unjust sentences were passed, and unduly severe 
treatment had been exercised, could be enumerated as to the beneficent influence of 
mercy towards the oppressed, The writer has heard many tales of the behaviour of 
the convicts at Port Arthur from the last chaplain stationed there ; and as a corrobora- 
tion of the statement that kindness will quell violence, he relates the instance of a 
most violent felon whom he went to visit in his cell, as having made a most desperate 
rush at him. On being questioned by the chaplain, who had dexterously eluded his 
onslaught, he said he wanted to murder someone ; but he dare not think in his calmer 
mood of striking a man like him, whose eyes showed tenderness of heart, and whose 
voice displayed a sympathetic depth of feeling. The chaplain was the Rev. Rowland 
Hayward, now stationed at Inglewood, Victoria, Private service was no doubt 
intolerable, but penal settlements surpassed all the morbidly melancholic imaginations 
of man. Macquarie Harbour was selected for its isolated position, it having been 
established by Governor Sorrell, in 1821. Lieutenant Cuthbertson, of the 48th 
Regiment, acted as the first commandant, and was drowned two years subsequently in 
his attempt to save a Government vessel. “The name of Macquarie Harbour is 
associated exclusively with the remembrance of inexpressible depravity, degradation, 
and woe.”* Macquarie Harbour is an inlet of the sea on the western coast, about two 
hundred miles by water from Hobart Town, and penetrates the country twenty miles 
till it joins the Gordon River, and then diverging to the right, Sarah Island becomes 
visible. It is now deserted and desolate, as it is a most inhospitable region. Animal 
life is with difficulty preserved, vegetation only of the coarsest description exists, its 
waters are discoloured by the decayed vegetable matter which mingles with the torrents 
which pour down from the mountains, and the fish may be seen floating to the shores 
one ee eee 
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poisoned by the water. West, in his description of this convict settlement, says: 
“The passage to this dreary dwelling-place was tedious and often dangerous, The 
prisoners, confined in a narrow space, were tossed for weeks in an agitated sea, As 
they approached, they beheld a narrow opening choked with a bar of sand and crossed 
with peril, This they called ‘ Hell’s Gates,’ not less appropriate to the place than the 
character and torment of the inhabitants. Beyond they saw impenetrable forests, 
skirted with an impervious thicket, and beyond still enormous mountains covered with 
snow, which rose to the clouds like walls of adamant: every object wore the air of 
rigour, ferocity, and sadness. The moment the prisoner landed, if the hours of labour 
had not expired he joined his gang. The chief employment was felling the forest and 
dragging timber to the shore. These gigantic trees, formed into rafts, were floated to 
the depét In this service life was sometimes lost, and the miserable workmen 
diseased and weakened by hunger while performing their tasks often passed hours in 
the water. They were long denied vegetables and fresh food. They were exposed to 
those maladies which result from poverty of the blood, and many remained victims long 
after their release. Ona breakfast of flour and water they started from their island 
prison to the main land, and pursued their toil without food till the hour of return ; 
they then received their chief meal and went to rest. Those who were separated to 
punishment still more severe, lodged on a rock. The surf dashed with perpetual 
violence on its base, and the men were compelled to pass through wet to the waist, 
and even to the neck. They were destitute of bedding, sometimes in chains, their 
fires were extinguished, and they laid down in their clothes in a cold and miserable 
resting-place.” 

It had been found that Macquarie Harbour was ill adapted for the purpose 
intended. The bleak climate, the sterility of the soil, and the great delay and 
danger in navigating vessels to the port, induced the Government a few years 
afterwards to abandon it. The second penal settlement chosen was that of Maria 
Island, and was selected as a place of secondary punishment for educated convicts and 
others whose crimes were not of such a grade as to require transportation to Macquarie 
Harbour. Its approximation to the River Derwent, together with its fertile soil and 
salubrious climate, as well as its sufficient distance from the main shore—which latter 
advantage cut off all chance of escape by the prisoners—held out hopes of it being a 
well-chosen spot. This settlement was formed in March, 1825, with Peter Murdoch, 
Esq., as the commandant. In addition to the proposal for the removal of the site of the 
capital to Brighton—a proposal which, as has been already seen, caused much irritation 
to the Hobart Town merchants—another project about this time, the removal of the 
common wharf from the old jetty to the Rev. R, Knopwood’s point, produced great 
dissatisfaction, Various merchants who had expended large sums in the erection of 
buildings at the old jetty, considered that, should the step contemplated take place, 
large individual losses would be sustained. The merchants, therefore, drew up a 
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petition to Governor Arthur, praying that no such alteration should be sanctioned, 
To this the Governor replied by saying that no such change had been mooted, and 
that ‘* the survey of Sullivan's Cove, which had created the alarm, was solely connected 
with an application made to erect certain machinery in or near the water's edge.” 
‘The first of the annual Sorrell dinners was held on 7th April of this year, when a large 
number of the most respectable settlers attended, many of whom spoke in eulogistic 
terms of Sorrell's administration. Commerce this year was flourishing and gradually 
extending, large quantities of fat sheep were exported to Sydney, and the profit secured 
in this trade induced further shipments to be made for several years, Wheat was 
also shipped in large quantities, and it may be safely said that, notwithstanding all the 
blots and stains which bespattered the mantle of the little island, it was able to show, 
owing to the enterprise of really chivalrous men, a record, during its twenty-two years 
of existence, of substantial progress. As an instance of the expense of living in those 
days, it may be mentioned that tea, which is regarded as a necessary and not a luxury 
of life, cost from £30 to £40 per chest, The township of New Norfolk, at this period, 
received very great encouragement from the new Government; the church was 
enlarged, and several houses were erected. Richmond ‘and other towns showed several 
signs of improvement. A Government public notice, dated 29th June, 1825, contains 
the direction that the custom hitherto prevailing in all transactions with the 
Government—the dollar had been paid and reissued at 4s. sterling—should be 
discontinued, and that the dollar should be received in liquidation of sums due and 
payable to the Colonial Government, at the rate of 4s. 4d. During this winter the 
rations that were given to all fresh settlers for six months after their arrival were 
reduced to four months, This was the first check given to the emigrants, whereas 
hitherto every encouragement was held out to those desirous of settling in Van 
Diemen's Land. The British Government seems, however, to have repented of holding 
out inducements for emigration, which consisted in a promise of land for cultivation, 
and food till such times as he was enabled to supply himself from his own resources. 
It is to be regretted that a check was put upon that great stimulus to emigration 
which had formerly proved so advantageous. The new settlers were men of 
intelligence and character, which soon made itself felt in such a community as then 
existed. Each settler received a grant of land proportionate to the amount of capital 
he brought with him, the maximum area being 2560 acres. Exceptions to this rule 
were freely admitted afterwards, and grants of land up to 1280 acres were bestowed by 
the Governor, whose decree in such matters was absolute. Loans of stock and seed 
were granted to the settlers, as well as six months’ rations for themselves and their 
convict servants, A guarantee that they should receive 10s. per ‘bushel for all the 
wheat they grew, and 6d, per pound for all the meat they could raise, was given. These 
concessions were withdrawn in 1818, but the system of granting land free of all charges, 
with the exception of a trifling quit-rent, continued till 1830. 
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CHAPTER V. 


GOVERNOR ARTHUR AND THE PRESS, 


ey! site of the capital narrowly escaped a second change; the Commissioner, Mr. 
a ©) Bigge, considering that the seat of Government should be nearer the source of 
wiG%e the Derwent, Brighton was named as the most suitable spot, it‘being close to an 
extensive and fertile country, and owing to the facility of communication therefrom with 
the interior, Arthur, having been instructed to determine this question, some advocated 
its removal on the ground that the prisoners would be beyond the reach of the 
temptations of the port On the other hand, property was already invested to a large 
amount, and the merchants strongly opposed the transfer. Moreover, it was contended 
that the separation of the seat of Government from the chief population would have 
seriously impaired its moral influence. Arthur acted with moderation whilst discussing 
the project with the merchants and other principal inhabitants. In fact he did not 
seem disposed to press the matter, which was finally abandoned ; and which, owing to 
the uncertainty as to what would be decided on, the progress of the place was for some 
time obstructed. Launceston was still more unfortunate. On the abandonment of 
York Town as the chief settlement, Paterson removed his head-quarters to Launceston ; 
but when Governor-General Macquarie visited the island, he determined to constitute 
George Town the northern capital. The superior convenience of a spot at the head 
of the river to one forty miles distant caused Launceston to obtain a mercantile 
preference ; moreover, an extensive fertile country adjoins it, whereas George Town 
lacks an agricultural district, and ;ts pasture is poor. Macquarie maintained his project 
to the last, but Mr. Bigge’s opinion had the effect of allowing Launceston to be the 
capital, and the head-quarters were, in 1824, removed finally from George Town, The 
principal objection to Launceston was the navigation of the river, Lighters, and even 
rafts, were employed to discharge ships, which can now approach the wharves. 
Captain Watson, of the “ Aquilar,” charged his detention for several months at George 
Town on the river, but Governor Arthur flatly denied the accusation. He said that the 
master had despatched his mate and seamen on a sealing voyage, and that, therefore, 
to excuse the delay he had no alternative but to condemn the port. During the rule 
of Arthur's predecessors, the Press existed only in name—the Hobart Town Gazette, of 
which Mr. Emmett was the first official editor, being under the strict control of the 
Governor, When Governor Arthur arrived, Bent resolved to act on independent lines, 
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and moderately, to criticise public matters. He claimed a property in the title of the 
Gazette, and determined to free himself from a partnership supposed to bind him to 
the Government. Money, lent for the purchase of the material, which he intended to 
repay, was the link, His right to the property was disputed by Arthur, but having 
referred the case to Sydney, his claim was recognised. Arthur was at first willing to 
countenance a newspaper which, if properly conducted, would be instrumental in 
counteracting the social evils that existed, and for a short time he tolerated the liberty 
of the Press. Bent engaged Evan Henry Thomas as editor, and Robert Lathrop 
Murray was a contributor under the nom de plume of “ Colonist,” addressing his letters 
to the Governor, whose conduct he showed to be in great contrast to that of his 
immediate predecessor. In June, 1824, appeared the first article of the liberated Press, 
The writer of the article said: “We esteem ourselves a beacon, placed by Divine 
graciousness on the awful perilous coast of human frailty.” ‘“ We view ourselves as a 
sentinel, bound by allegiance to our country, our Sovereign, and our God.” “ We 
contemplate ourselves as the winnowers for the public.” Further on he says: “We 
desire to encourage the cloudless flames of rectified communion,” rejecting “ each 
effusion, however splendid, of degenerate curiosity and perverted genius—of misan- 
thropic acerbity and calumnious retrospection.” Such were the vows and resolutions 
of Mr. Bent. He added: ‘ The duties of our typographic province are performed by 
the proprietor and one assistant.” 

The Governor soon afterwards established another newspaper, under the title of 
Gazette, which was started to suppress opposition, Colonel Arthur's troubles with the 
settlers began in real earnest when he attempted to interfere with the liberty of the 
Press, since many talented and liberal-minded colonists who favoured Bent's attitude 
became politically the antagonists of the Governor. Moreover, the contest with the 
Press upon which Colonel Arthur entered was not checked by the fear of lack of 
friends, such as Forbes, Chief Justice of New South Wales, who withheld his certificate 
because a newspaper stamp duty of fourpence was proposed in that colony, Colonel 
Arthur received similar instructions to those issued to Governor Darling, regarding the 
control of unlicensed printing, but, unlike Darling, suffered no open or covert opposition 
from the Chief Justice, J. L. Pedder, Bent continued to grow still more daring, and 
the first ex officio prosecution was instituted against him. The Lieutenant-Governor 
was charged with attempting to deprive Bent of his property, the fraud, as already 
referred to, being defeated only by an appeal to Governor Brisbane. 

In another paragraph the writer alluded in strong terms to the incarceration of 
Colonel Bradley, which, he said, was a sufficient warning to the colonists of what they 
might expect from a man like Arthur. In one place he declared he would not surrender 
his rights to any tyrant. The Government printing, previous to this, was taken from 
Bent. George Terry Howe, who, on 5th January, 1825, had commenced a newspaper 
at Launceston, was induced to relinquish his position and become printer of the Gazette 
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at Hobart Town. It contained articles of news and politics, as well as Government 
notices, until the Courier, under the management of James Ross, LL.D., appeared in 
1827. The Gazette was then issued as a sheet for official information only, and Dr. 
Ross was appointed Government Printer, During all this time the public Press of the 
colony was vastly improved, and the writers displayed a fearlessness that seemed to 
arouse apprehension on the part of some of those in authority. At the time to which 
we are alluding, the letters signed “ Colonist” made their appearance. The depriving 
Mr. Bent of the Government printing and support was not all that occurred to him 
during this period, for he was twice tried in the month of July, 1825, for libel upon 
Colonel Arthur, He was found guilty by the military jury, and for the first offence 
he suffered three months’ imprisonment, and received a similar sentence for the second. 
Mr. Bent, finding it impossible to oppose those who were supported by,the Government, 
in the piracy of his title to the Gazette, was compelled to change the name of his 
journal, and the Hobart Town Gazette, of ten years’ standing, was continued under the 
title of the Colonial Times. Bent, however, in his appeal to the Governor-in-Chief 
against the piracy of the title of his paper, had the appeal decided in his favour, . He 
did not press his claim, for on 19th August, 1825, he applied for a license for the new 
paper, but was refused permission. He then sold the paper to Mr, James Austin, who 
was also refused a license because Bent was the printer. ‘The good-will reverted to 
Bent, owing to the impossibility of carrying out the arrangement. In consequence of 
this restriction the Colonial Times was published without information of any description, 
save what could be gathered from the advertisements. On 19th October it appeared 
in deep mourning, the columns for leading articles and general news being left blank. 
An advertisement announced that the journal had neither a stamp nor a license for 
news, With a view to crush out the liberty of the Press, Colonel Arthur, in September, 
1827, had an Act of Council passed, which made the continuance of a paper to be subject 
to the willof the Governor. The Act also authorised securities for penalties. Mr. Bent 
now handed over his press to Mr. J. T. Gellibrand, the late Attorney-General. Owing 
to Bent being a printer on the staff, the Governor refused to license the paper, 
whereupon Bent started an advertising sheet and a monthly periodical—the latter being 
under the editorial management of an able writer, who was at the time undergoing 
punishment, ‘This course of procedure called forth a further exercise of tyranny, for 
an order was issued which threatened with punishment any convict daring to write for 
a newspaper, and Bent was imprisoned for a month for publishing an advertising sheet. 
He therefore published monthly from Ist March, 1828, the Colonial Advocate, containing 
much valuable information. Its price—five shillings a number—was excessive, and it 
was not adapted for colonial readers. The <Austral-Asiatic Review, edited by Mr. 
Murray, appeared in February, 1828. The Acts passed in 1827 did not remain long 
on the Statute Book, since a tax of threepence upon all newspapers in such a small 
community prohibited any profit, and accordingly the stamp duty was not maintained, 
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In the early part of 1829, two newspapers were published at Launceston, one 
named the Cornwall Press, and owned by Mr. 8. Dousett, but its life was of a brief 
duration, The other was the Launceston Advertiser, subsequently under the manage- 
ment of Henry Dowling. The latter is now incorporated with the Launceston Examiner. 
It was established by Mr. John Pascoe Fawkner, who was rather a remarkable man 
in the annals of colonial life. He was but ten years of age when he left England 
with his father in Collins’ expedition of 1803. Having removed, as he was obliged to, 
accompanied by his father to the Derwent with Collins’ party, he would naturally know 
something, although it be but little, of the founding of Hobart Town in 1804, After 
his hours of manual labour he accustomed himself to the study of such books as he 
could obtain. He laboured as a ranger in the vicinity of Hobart Town, and being very 
steady, he soon acquired a little property. Removing to Launceston, he embarked in 
several undertakings, and as there were at that period no lawyers in Launceston, he 
was permitted, in addition to his other vocations, to prepare legal documents and 
plead for clients in the Court. In 1828 he became landlord and proprietor of the 
Cornwall Hotel in Cameron Street. His next venture was, at the end of that year, to 
enter into an arrangement with Mr. William Monds, a man of some experience in the 
mechanical department of presswork, to assist him obtaining type and other appliances 
for a newspaper. Fawkner and Monds then went to Hobart Town for the purpose of 
interviewing Mr, Andrew Bent, with whom they desired to make preliminary arrange- 
ments. On reaching Ross they learned that Mr. Dousett and his son had gone to 
Launceston for the purpose of issuing a weekly newspaper. This information caused 
a temporary disappointment, who, however, in company with Monds, pushed on to 
Hobart Town. They made arrangements with Bent for a supply of second-hand type, 
some paper, printing ink and a wooden press. Having secured a bullock dray and a 
driver about to start for Launceston, they shipped their plant by this vehicle, which, 
however, just as they reached where New Town now stands, capsized. It can be easily 
imagined what a confused mass would be created by this accident. The type was 
collected and thrown in a box, the press, fortunately, sustaining no damage. After 
the type had been distributed into their proper cases on reaching the Cornwall Hotel, 
they were enabled to issue the numbers of the first paper permanently established at 
Launceston. Removing from Launceston, Fawkner, as is well known, arrived in 
Victoria, where, by his energy and activity, he was instrumental in giving an impetus 
to the founding of what is now justly regarded as the most important city in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

An Act to regulate the printing and publishing of newspapers was re-enacted in 
1828, It prescribed affidavits of the names of printers and publishers under extreme 
penalties, together with other very stringent conditions. It will, therefore, be seen that 
the Press was still held fast by the stern clutches of law, under the strong will of 
Governor Arthur, who, notwithstanding the vigorous battle waged by printers and 
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editors, pursued what he considered to be his duty. In response to an address signed 
by Meredith and several other magistrates, merchants and leading citizens, protesting 
against the restrictions imposed as needless, unconstitutional and debasing, as well 
as being contrary to the implied arrangements of the Crown when immigration was 
invited, the Governor said that the peculiar circumstances of the island forbade the 
freedom of the Press, In order that history may not lag behind facts it is necessary 
here to allude to some other events of the period, although not actually coming under 
the title of this chapter. 

At this time the Van Diemen’s Land Company commenced operations. Captain 
Dixon, commander of the ‘ Skelton,” came to Van Diemen’s Land in 1820, and on his 
return to England he published a small volume bearing on the capabilities of the 
country. He suggested the formation of a pastoral company, with a capital divided into 
£100 shares, which he regarded would be a profitable scheme. Reports had reached 
England of the large returns realised by owners of sheep. The promoters of the 
company, therefore, resolved to venture upon a speculation which seemed likely to 
prove profitable. Flocks of an improved quality were proposed to be introduced upon 
a large scale. On making inquiry they found that all the pasture lands of the colony 
had been alienated, with the exception of scattered areas of limited extent, and that it 
was impossible to secure a solid block such as they required. They, however, having 
determined to carry out their project, applied to Lord Bathurst, the Secretary of the 
Colonies, for a grant of half a million acres of land on certain conditions. An Act of 
Parliament was obtained under which the charter passed (9th November, 1825.) This 
charter empowered them to employ their capital in pastoral and agricultural operations, 
to lend money on mortgage, and undertake public works on the security of tolls. 
Banking and commercial pursuits were forbidden the company, which received a grant 
of 250,000 acres in one square block at the north-west corner of the island. The land 
was ill adapted for the scheme, as it was heavily timbered, the higher ranges to the 
westward being barren and the open plains wet and cold. On this being represented 
to the Home authorities, the company was permitted to select their land in several 
detached blocks. A survey party was sent out, under the command of Mr. Henry 
Hellyer, to select the best lands in the north-west. He started on his exploring 
expedition in February, 1827, and on the 13th of the month crossed the Emu River, 
which he named from the number of emus he saw thereabouts. On the following day 
he named St. Valentine's Peak, which he ascended, and saw from its summit a fine 
pastoral country, naming it Surrey and Hampshire Hills. Two days following he and 
his party crossed the river which now bears his name, and on the 19th he came across 
a river running in a south-westerly direction, which he named the Arthur, in honour of 
the then Governor, Some native huts were found at the Surrey Hills by the exploring 
party, and some trees from which the bark had been taken to cover them. Mr, John 
Hilder Wedge was the next explorer of the district, He was sent to make an official 
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report to the Government prior to the survey of the company’s grant Owing to his 
report, the company was permitted to select 350,000 instead of 250,000 acres. 
Ultimately, the Van Diemen’s Land Company was allowed to divide their grant into 
six separate blocks containing altogether more than 400,000 acres, for which the only 
charge made was a quit-rent of £468 16s. a year, redeemable at twenty years’ purchase. 
The company, however, laboured under great difficulties far many years, They 
despatched several ships from England to Circular Head direct, the first ship being 
the “Tramnere,” followed by the “ Caroline,” laden with free emigrants and stock, 
and were allowed a remission out of their quit-rent for introducing free servants, at the 
rate of £16 for males and £20 for females. The speculation, however, owing to losses 
sustained proved ruinous to the shareholders, About the same time an Agricultural 
Association was established in England, with a similar object to that of the Van 
Diemen's Land Company. The company received a grant of 40,000 acres of land in 
the Norfolk Plains district. They imported improved breeds of horses, sheep, and 
horned cattle, Captain Bartholomew Thomas, the managing partner, who arrived in 
1826, was speared by the blacks in 1831. In 1826 the progress of the colony, both in 
the north and south, was rapid. There were upwards of 18,000 inhabitants; the 
Commissariat expenditure exceeded £100,000 in the year; there were a few taxes 
principally levied on spirituous liquors. In 1828, 49,424 acres of land had been 
alienated from the Crown, while the revenue derived from sales and rentals reached 
only £2418, nearly all the land having been given to the settlers as free grants. Up to 
this period more than 34,000 acres had been under cultivation. There were 2034 horses in 
the colony, 84,476 horned cattle, and 553,698 sheep. The imports amounted to 
£241,382, and the exports totalled £91,461, of which one-fourth was represented by wool. 
There were twenty-four flour mills at work. There were eight Government schools, 
with 410 scholars on the roll. By a new Constitutional Act, which came into force in 
1828, the Council was increased from five or seven to ten or fifteen, with the Governor 
as President, who had a deliberative and the usual casting vote. The former oath 
of secrecy was abolished, and the Gazette published the drafts of proposed Acts. The 
members of the Council were appointed by the Crown, and vacancies were filled by the 
Governor's nominees. A majority of the Council was needed to pass an Act. An 
important change was effected by the Council being empowered to institute trial by 
civil jury, instead of the baneful military jury of seven. Prior to 1828, no system of 
finance was observed by the Government—the Home authorities supplying whatever 
was required for the maintenance of the civil, military and convict establishments. At 
this time, however, these departments were classified under three separate heads—the 
civil, military, and convict, England paying the expenses of the latter two through the 
Commissariat, whilst those of the civil branch were undertaken by the colony. Up to 
this period the Governor levied taxes at his will, but the new Act provided that for 
local purposes alone could any tax be imposed, and these the Act defined, Owing to 
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new measures of finance having been introduced, as regards defraying the expenses of 
the civil department, it was found that a substantial surplus existed at the close of the 
year, The chief source of revenue arose from a duty imposed on imported spirits and 
tobacco, and an ad valorem percentage on imported articles grown or manufactured 
outside England. The numerous fees, land rents and licenses, together with the other 
imports, caused a revenue of between fifty and sixty thousand pounds to be 
realised. The duty on imported brandy was 10s. per gallon; that on rum and gin, 
7s. 6d.; and on imported tobacco, Is. 6d. per lb., these articles totalling up a revenue 
of about £30,000. There were five distilleries in the colony, each of which paid 
£25 per annum, the same amount being chargeable to public-houses. Although the 
new form of government was a concession, yet the colonists regarded that, without 
representative government, their freedom was very much trammelled, The trial of 
Salmon and Brown for a murder at Macquarie Harbour (1829,) called forth in regard to 
the military jury system very uncomplimentary remarks. They could not agree as to 
their verdict, Lieutenant Matheson, owing to the facts disclosed, not feeling justified in 
giving a conviction, However, owing to the unanimity of all the other jurors he, after 
a resistance of three days, submitted. On Saturday evening the men received their 
sentence, and on the following Monday were executed. During their long deliberations 
the jurymen were allowed refreshments. Heartily tired out by the tediousness in 
discussing the issue before them, several made up their minds to elope, and accordingly, 
at a late hour, they fled and returned to their homes. They were, however, brought 
back, and kept under stricter watch until the conclusion of the trial. Amusements of 
the turf were discouraged in Van Diemen’s Land. From an early date there was, at 
rare intervals, a match for large stakes; but in 1827, races were regularly established 
at Ross, the stand on the first occasion receiving the patronage of about fifty persons. 
On the conclusion of the races, a public dinner followed, but the waiter, having been 
blindfolded, the pudding was stolen from him as he entered the tent. It seems to have 
been altogether a very hilarious affair, as hats and coats disappeared, and one person, it 
is said, lost his boots 


Sea 


nla.obj-26742006 
National Library of Australia 


The jubilee history of Tasmania illustrated : with which is incorporated the early history of Victoria, 
biographical sketches & "Australian representative men" 


CHAPTER VI. 


STATE OF THE COLONY, 


1824-1836. 


wz REVIOUS to giving a brief account of the colony up to the date of Governor 
? Arthur's recall, a few more facts relative to the period may be narrated. 
; In 1826 attempts had been made to form a collegiate institution in the county 
of Cornwall for the education of youth and the advancement of science. It 
was proposed to erect buildings, and that the college should be under the 
government of a directory of patrons, and also to establish a public library and 
lecture room. With a view to carry out the undertaking, a subscription list 
was opered and a sum of £50 each was contributed by twenty-four persons on 
the spot. A commencement was made at Norfolk Plains, but the project failing, 
the proposed institution sank into a private academy, In 1828 the Government 
proposed to establish a school at New Norfolk, to be called the “King's Grammar 
School.” ‘The members of the Government were the board of guardians, and the master 
was in holy orders, but this effort met with a similar fate. The establishment, how- 
ever, of the King’s Orphan School in 1828 proved successful. Its chief object was to 
look after the numerous children whose parents were unable to support them, who had 
forsaken them, or who were dead. A committee managed its affairs, and protection 
was afforded to many children who must otherwise have suffered, Tasmania has 
always borne the reputation of being merciful to the fatherless, and not a few of the 
settlers have their names treasured in the bosoms of those who were either strangers or 
outcasts. One beneficial effect resulting from the various public institutions springing 
into existence at this time was a decrease in the spirit of party. In 1826 a mechanics’ 
institute was projected by several tradesmen, and in 1827 they called a meeting of the 
inhabitants, Mr, Gellibrand was chosen chairman, and the institution was organised. 
The Governor was invited to act as patron, the Chief Justice was chosen president, and 
to Mr. James Wood was given the secretaryship, Dr. James Ross delivered the first 
lecture on 17th July of the same year, on the science of mechanics. The second 
lecture was delivered by Mr, Gellibrand, senior, while the delivery of a lecture by 
Mr. Hackett on steam engines, Mr. Giblin, senior, on astronomy, and Dr, Turnbull on 
chemistry, completed the course. Mr. James Thomson gave lessons on geometry to 
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a number of the young. After a slight lull in the success of the institution the 
promoters were enabled, by the aid of contributions, to obtain a library from England. 
In 1830 there were 200 members on the roll, and all classes of society endeavoured to 
further the objects of the institution. 

Notwithstanding the unsettled state of affairs, chiefly caused by the depredations 
of bushrangers, by the hostile attitude of the aborigines, which had previously existed, 
and by circumstances of a political nature, the colony continued to progress. Emigration 
from the “Old Country” increased the population, the Home Government giving 
assistance to mechanics willing to emigrate to Van Diemen’s Land, while military 
pensioners, in consideration of their coming to the colony, were given small grants of 
land, and four years’ payment in commutation of their pension, This turned out an 
unfortunate arrangement for the pensioners, many of whom spent their money in drink, 
neglected their allotments, and died in poverty. With respect to the disposal of Crown 
lands, many plans were adopted, but almost immediately abandoned as soon as they 
had come into operation. At one time emancipists as well as the free settlers who 
arrived in the colony received a grant of land. The proviso that for 100 acres of land 
granted to the settler he was to cultivate 5 was subsequently omitted for the regulation 
that a convict servant must be kept for every 100 acres, and the quit-rent of 2s. was 
increased to 15s. per 100 acres. In 1828, every person with £500 emigrating to the 
colony was entitled to a grant of 640 acres of land. Previous to this a regulation 
existed permitting officers of the army, not under the rank of captain, to sell their 
commission in order to emigrate, and on arrival in Van Diemen’s Land they could 
claim a grant. Many were attracted to the colony by this offer, and upwards of 500 
grants of over 500 acres each were issued until the end of 1831. 

Payment of quit-rent, a condition of most grants, was generally evaded, and 
ultimately a liberal compromise was instituted in its stead. The first land sales took place 
in 1828. Land was divided into parishes and offered for sale at a low figure, no person 
being allowed to purchase more than 9600 acres, In two years about 70,000 acres of 
land were sold for £20,000, principally to the large landholders who were excluded from 
otherwise adding to their grants. The system of free grants ceased on 20th January, 
1831, and from that date the land laws emerged from the obscurity which had 
enshrouded them. Land had been granted in a very loose way, the Secretary of State 
and Governor granting it at will, and great confusion was frequently occasioned. In 
many instances, when surveys were made, settlers were found occupying land belonging 
to a prior grantee. Mr. Alfred Stephen declared the invalidity of all existing grants on 
the grounds that they were defective in form, the Governors Macquarie, Brisbane, and 
Darling having issued the grants in their own names instead of in the name of the 
King. This led to the appointment, in 1835, of a caveat board, under a statute 
empowering its members to adjudicate in the case of disputed titles, Each case being 
duly investigated, new grants were issued in proper form, and the security of titles 
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guaranteed. The years immediately preceding 1830 are fraught with a decisive change 
in the history of Australia. There were but two colonies in the Southern Hemisphere 
whose affairs were administered by the British Government—New South Wales and Van 
Diemen's Land. Free emigrants began to be attracted to their shores. The agricultural 
labourers in England were in a distressed condition, which caused a great source of 
anxiety to the British nation, since the evils of pauperism tend to weaken the dignity 
of labour and self-reliance. Mr, Edward Gibbon Wakefield's theory of colonisation 
sought to remedy the trials of impoverished persons in the Old Country, as well as to 
point out the errors in British colonisation, and the suggestions of a new and more 
effective plan. His theory had not been propounded in the time of Pitt, and when it 
was known half a century later it was scarcely understood. Like all theories, it has 
undergone the easy censure of critics, and has been by many persons accepted as a 
model, It is by many considered as if its object was to accomplish what Wakefield 
maintained was not an essential or even necessary part of the scheme, Its main 
intention ‘‘ was to sell lend,” some say, “at a high price,” in order to create an emigra- 
tion fund for the purpose of importing labourers and reducing the cost of labour, 
Wakefield, however, declared such was not the purport of his theory; but that it was 
intended by his plan that land should be sold at “a sufficient price ;” that labour 
and capital should be combined; and that all the elements of colonisation should be 
collected to prevent the dispersion of population, the premature occupation of land by 
workmen, and the speculations of jobbers. Various projects of colonisation were formed 
by private associations, One of the earliest of these resulted in the settlement of Swan 
River, in Western Australia, in the year 1829. Grants of land were given under the 
condition that capital should be invested. It was owing to the favourable report of 
Captain Stirling, explorer of the coast in H.M.S, “ Success,” that the settlement was 
formed of which he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor. 

Soon after the settlement of Western Australia, an act was passed (August, 1834) 
empowering the Crown to erect South Australia into a British province. Great 
pecuniary gain was derived by New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, owing to the 
ready market they found at Adelaide for their stock. Tasmania supplied the South 
Australians with split and sawn timber for their houses, sheep for their pastures, and 
grain, Soon after, owing to a want of regard for circumstances, the mercantile houses 
in the new settlement became insolvent, and hundreds were driven to Van Diemen’s 
Land by poverty. Subsequently the colony of South Australia rallied, and although at the 
present time (1888) not in the most prosperous ccndition, yet it no doubt has a promising 
future, While speaking of the colonies then in existence, it would be unfair to pass 
over the settlement of Port Phillip, which owed its origin to the energy and enterprise 
of a few private individuals unaided by Act of Parliament, and devoid of a Royal Charter ; 
and it is to Launceston belongs the honour of the founding of Victoria.* A brisk trade 
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between Launceston and Port Phillip was soon established. In April, 1836, no less 
than four vessels sailed from Launceston for Port Phillip in one week with sheep and 
emigrants. The prediction in Bent's News of 7th May, 1836, “ that this,” meaning 
Port Phillip, “ will not only be a settlement, but one of the largest in Australia,” has 
been amply verified. One of the results attending the exodus from Van Diemen’s 
Land to Port Phillip was that provisions and clothing became exceedingly costly ; but 
this increase was compensated for by a corresponding increase in all branches of 
industry. Sheep formerly sold at 5s. were worth £2, Four months after Fawkner left 
for the new settlement flour was worth £28 per ton; hay, £7 per ton ; wheat, 10s. per 
bushel; oats, 4s,; barley, 7s.; fresh butter, 2s. per pound; and horses and horned 
eattle brought high prices. During the twelve years that Arthur administered the 
affairs of the colony, rapid progress had been made. In 1824 the population, including 
convicts, was under 13,000; in 1835 it had increased to over 40,000, a great 
decrease in the number of convicts having occurred during those eleven years. 

The general revenue, almost wholly derivable from duties on spirits and tobacco, 
had risen from £17,000 to over £90,000, and the annual Government expenditure from 
£30,000 to over £100,000. The area of land occupied had increased largely, a million 
and a half acres having been granted, and a quarter of a million acres sold, the latter 
realising £107,000. In 1824 there were 35,000 acres of land under cultivation, while 
at this period there were 90,000 acres. The trade of the colony had also developed 
even more rapidly, The imports increased from £62,000 in 1824, to £584,000 in 
1835; and the exports had risen from £14,500 to £320,000 during the same time. A 
most important source of wealth to the colony was wool, of which in 1835 nearly 
2,000,0001bs, had been exported, whereas in 1827 only 200,000lbs, had been shipped, 
The price of this article was, in 1824, from 3d. to 6d. per pound, but in 1835 it realised 
as much as 2s, 6d. per pound, In 1824 there was but one banking concern with 
£10,000 of a capital ; but in 1835 there were six of these institutions, having a united 
paid-up capital of £200,000, 

In 1823 the Van Diemen’s Land Bank was established with a subscribed capital 
of 40,000 dollars, in 200 shares. British coin, as well as dollars, was circulated, and a 
reduction of financial difficulties was gradually produced. The ring dollar passed 
current at a later period at 3s, 3d., and the centre, or “ dump,” at Is. 1d, The cliarter 
of the Van Diemen’s Land Bank having expired, it became a joint stock company, and 
enlarged its capital to £50,000, ten per cent. being charged upon discounts, The 
‘Tasmanian was a private bank, of which the Messrs. Gellibrand were proprietors, 
This bank yielded large returns, derived chiefly from the purchase of bills not passed 
in the regular course of discount, which afterwards obtained, The Derwent, established 
chiefly by persons connected with the Government, was opened for business on Ist 
January, 1828, with a capital of £20,000. At the same time the Cornwall Bank, with a 
capital of £10,000, was established by the merchants of Launceston, The Commercial 
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Bank of Tasmania was established in 1832, and the Launceston Savings Bank in 
1835. Instead of the two Government schools which proved sufficient for the wants of 
the settlement in 1824, the number had now reached twenty-nine, with an attendance 
of 1177 children. Allusion has already been made to the churches in the island ; 
and therefore, for the present dismissing affairs ecclesiastical, it may be mentioned that 
instead of four edifices being used for divine worship when Governor Arthur arrived, 
there were now eighteen where congregations could meet for public worship, prayer, and 
praise, Thus it will be seen that the attraction of making money did not engross 
the minds of the community so much as to permit of the religious wants of the 
inhabitants being neglected. The means of internal communication had undergone a 
vast improvement in Arthur's time. In 1824 the mail was carried between the two 
principal towns once a fortnight, and that on foot ; but the requirements of the colony 
demanded something more expeditious, and accordingly Mr. Montague was able to 
report that “the mail is now conveyed under contract in a mail cart twice a week 
between those two towns in nineteen hours(121 miles ;) and there is also a public coach 
twice a week upon the same road, as well as several public conveyances in other places 
of the island for the accommodation of travellers.” 

Governor Arthur, by his administrative ability, contributed in a very great 
measure to the advancement of the colony. His efforts to suppress the depredations 
of the blacks enabled the settlers in the interior to dwell in their homes in peace and 
security. Bushranging at this time was almost extinct, which was in a great measure 
due to the more humane discipline which he introduced. Macquarie Harbour had 
been abandoned, and the prisoners were removed to Port Arthur, where a less rigorous 
treatment was meted out to them. ‘This place, situated on Tasman’s Peninsula, was 
especially adapted for a convict establishment, as the only communication with the 
mainland is by a very narrow neck of land, which was closely guarded by soldiers and 
constables, as well as some ferocious watchdogs. Escape, therefore, for any of these 
unfortunate culprits was hopeless. Owing to the employment of gangs of convicts 
throughout the colony many permanent works were accomplished. The New Wharf 
at Hobart Town was constructed at a cost to the Imperial Government of nearly 
£80,000. Roads throughout the interior were constructed. The construction of a 
causeway across the Derwent at Bridgewater occasioned a large outlay of money. In 
the towns public buildings began to make their appearance, and the settlers followed 
the example set them by erecting more commodious dwelling-houses. By these 
improvements the value of property was increased, and the general prosperity of the 
colony enhanced, ‘The formation of a Political Association—whatever that may mean 
would be difficult to explain—at Hobart Town, was an event in the history of the 
colony which deserves notice. The object of this association was to make an endeavour 
to redress wrongs, Mr. Thomas Horne was honorary secretary, many colonists of high 
standing being on the roll of members. 
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The Association did not hesitate to state its views, all deliberations being 
held in public in the body of a hall, whilst spectators were admitted to the gallery. In 
order to amend their social and political condition, the members appointed a council of 
twenty-five of its body to represent to Governor Arthur the grievances which the 
colonists generally were suffering. The following gentlemen comprised the committee : 
Anthony Fenn Kemp, W. M. Gellibrand, George Gatehouse, W. 8. Maemichael, 
1. Y. Lowes, J. G. Briggs, David Lord, ©. T. Smith, W. A. Broadribb, Francis Smith, 
W. H. Glover, Thomas Dutton, ‘Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hewitt, Andrew Bent, 
Askin Morrison, John Lester, James Hackett, Edward Abbott, G. Stokell, J. T. 
Gellibrand, ‘Thomas Horne, Charles Seal, Henry Bilton, and Henry Melville. On 
14th November, 1832, they addressed two letters to the Governor, wherein his 
attention was called to the impropriety of allowing convicts as constables, on account 
of the risk to which the settlers were liable, owing to false evidence. His Excellency 
was also urged to abolish the military jury of seven officers, and to accord to the 
colonists the right of trial by their peers. The reply that Governor Arthur gave to 
these communications was very abrupt, and revealed a great want of tact on his part. 
“ He did not feel authorised,” he said in his reply to the secretary, “ without express 
sanction from His Majesty, to enter into any correspondence whatever with any such 
association.” Those who knew the Governor's views in regard to according privileges 
to free settlers would not be surprised at his reply, So much space has already been 
devoted to the newspaper Press of Tasmania that it will suffice to state that at this 
period the Press was remarkably active in its struggle to obtain political freedom. 
Melville, who was the proprietor of the Colonial Times and the Trumpeter, did not 
hesitate to declare his opinions upon the leading questions of the time. 

He denounced what is now known as the“ back stairs” business, and he boldly 
declared that the system of prison discipline then existing was vicious and corrupt. 
The True Colonist was the property of Mr. Gilbert Robertson, whose name is connected 
with the operations of the parties formed to capture the blacks. On several occasions 
he was imprisoned and fined for libels, but although having undergone so many 
sentences of imprisonment, he, till the last day of Arthur's administration, continued 
to publish the most vindictive articles. The Cornwall Chronicle at Launceston, which 
was then in the hands of William Lushington Goodwin, displayed a similar spirit of 
acerbity, and announced on 28th May the recall of the Governor in a manner happily 
unknown to us of the present day. The disaffection of the Press was caused through 
what it considered to be derogatory to one holding the position of a Governor. 
Arthur's appointment of convicts of good behaviour to act as petty constables, his 
patronage of the Bible and benevolent societies, but not of the Turf Club, the favour 
he showed to some individuals, his bestowal of grants of land on his friends with a 
liberal hand, the appointment of his nephews—Captains Montagu and Forster—to the 
offices of Colonial Secretary and Chief Police Magistrate, together with some other acts 
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on his part of an injudicious nature, aroused the indignation of many of the colonists, 
who desired to have their grievances ventilated in the columns of the journals then 
published. There was no other circulating literature in the colony, and therefore the 
literature, no matter how virulent, were patronised. Post Office messengers were 
selected from the well-conducted prisoners who carried the mails to the house of every 
settler, no matter how remote his dwelling. These men travelled on foot and performed 
some marvellous journeys. There were, however, some newspapers in the colony 
generally favourable to His Excellency, the Hobart Town Courier and Murray's Review 
and the Launceston Advertiser being amongst the number. ‘The ordinary term of 
colonial Governors was limited to six years, whereas Arthur's had exceeded twelve, 
from which it may be concluded that the Colonial Office regarded his services in a 
most satisfactory light. When it became known that the departure of Governor 
Arthur was soon to take place, the members of the Legislative Council waited on him 
with a suitable address, which was presented by the Chief Justice, who addressed His 
Excellency in a most becoming manner before handing it to him. The Governor, in 
attempting to read his reply, was so overcome by his feelings that he burst into tears, 
A levee was held on the morning of his departure, and was attended by all the 
Government officers, a number of country gentlemen and settlers, and influential 
inhabitants of Hobart Town. Accompanied by all the members of the Executive and 
Legislative Councils, the civil and military officers, and many citizens, he proceeded on 
board in the afternoon of the 8lst October. Previous to the departure of Governor 
Arthur, Lieutenant-Colonel Kenneth Snodgrass arrived to take the duties of Acting- 
Governor, on which he entered on 31st October, 1836, and continued to administer 
the Government for two months and some days. On Governor Arthur's return he was 
created a baronet, and appointed Governor of Canada, In 1847 he was made a 
member of Her Majesty's Privy Council, and in 1853 was appointed Colonel of the 
Queen’s Own Regiment, He died on 19th September, 1854, after a long and painful 
illness, and was succeeded in the baronetey by his son Frederick Leopold. 
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THE BLACK WAR. 


1828-18S0. 
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) URING the administration of Governor Arthur the extermination of the 
li 


aborigines began to take place, and it will therefore be necessary to devote 
™% some space to an account of this occurrence. 

When Tasman discovered Van Diemen's Land, the island was inhabited. The 
voices of people were distinctly audible to him, and the recently cut notches, five feet 
asunder, on the bark of the trees, as well as the smoke of fires, were clearly visible to 
him. For 150 years after the discovery of the country it was completely forgotten, 
until Captain Cook was despatched by the British Government to explore this 
hemisphere. By one of those strange fatalities, highly unaccountable at least to the 
finite mind, he was the means of opening to the nations the channels of civilisation 
and religion, whilst to the unfortunate aboriginals he was the harbinger of death, 
When the colony was founded in 1803, the aboriginal inhabitants were supposed to 
number from five thousand to seven thousand. Although their origin remains in 
obscurity, yet it is certain that they were a race distinct from the aborigines of 
Australia, and this opinion is based on the fact that their hair was similar to that of 
the African negro. It was only the early voyagers who had an opportunity of 
witnessing the primitive manners and customs of the natives. Many of the aborigines, 
when the island was occupied by Great Britain, were obliged to retreat to lands 
belonging, in some instances, to tribes which were hostile; and in cases where 
amicable relations did exist, an unfriendly or jealous feeling was generated by the 
intrusion, a circumstance which threw all previous observances into utter confusion. 
Passing over the social differences which existed, and a philological discussion of the 
different dialects spoken by the aborigines, it may be observed, so imperfect is our 
knowledge of them, that accounts of their stature and physical structure vary eon- 
siderably. Strzelecki, who observed the natives on their removal to Flinders Island, 
says: “ The native of New South Wales has on the whole a well-proportioned frame. His 
limbs, less fleshy or massive than those of a well-formed African, exhibit all the 
symmetry and peculiarly well-defined muscular development and well-knit articulations 
and soundness which characterise the negro; hence compared with the latter he is 
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swifter in his movements, and his gait is more graceful,” It is generally acknowledged 
by those who had the opportunity of meeting with the aborigines, that they were a 
remarkably fine race of people. Robinson said that “ they are equal, if not superior, 
to many Europeans.” Of course he must have qualified in his own mind, by 
reservation, as far as regards physique. 

They were addicted to dancing as a recreation, and in 1816 Kelly witnessed the 
singular performances of a large party of them on the north-east coast. Even captivity 
at Flinders did not annihilate the innate desire of indulging at times in their native 
dances. Backhouse, who was present on one occasion, describes the scene which he 
witnessed. He says: “ After sunset they had a ‘corroboree,’ or dance, round a fire, 
which they kept up till midnight in testimony of their pleasure. In these dances the 
aborigines represented certain events, or the manners of different animals. They had 
a horse dance, an emu dance, a thunder and lightning dance, and many others, In 
their horse dance they formed a string, moving in a circle, in a half-stooping posture, 
holding by each other's loins, one man at the same time going along as if reining in the 
others, and a woman as driver, striking them gently as they passed. . . . In the 
emu dance, they placed one hand behind them, and alternately put the other to the 
ground and raised it above their heads as they passed slowly round the fire, imitating the 
motion of the head of the emu when feeding. In the thunder and lightning dance 
they moved their feet rapidly, bringing them to the ground with great force, so as to 
produce a loud noise, and make such a dust as to render it necessary for spectators to 
keep to windward of the group. Each dance ended with a loud shout, like a last 
effort of exhausted breath.” By the use of catamarans, which were not unknown to the 
aborigines, they were enabled to cross the flooded estuaries of rivers, and also to reach 
islands some distance from the mainland. 

The catamaran is a kind of boat, vessel, or, more accurately, raft or float used 
by the Hindoos of Madras, the Island of Ceylon, and the parts adjacent. The word 
signifies floating trees. It is formed of three logs of timber secured together by means 
of three spreaders, and cross lashings through small holes. The central log is much 
the largest, with a curved surface at the fore end, which terminates upwards in a 
point, The side logs are very similar in form, but smaller, and with their sides 
straight, These are fitted to the central log. The length of the structure is from 
twenty to twenty-five feet. The crew, in India, consists of two men. In the monsoons, 
when a catamaran is able to bear a sail, a small outrigger is placed at the end of two 
poles as a balance, with a bamboo mast and yard, and a mat or cotton sail. “ Frail as 
such a structure may appear, it can pierce,” says Mr, Edge, in the “ Royal Asiatic 
Society’s Journal,” “through the surf on the beach at Madras and reach a vessel in 
‘the bay when a boat of ordinary construction would be sure to founder.” The des- 
cription of the catamaran found by Labillardiere in Adventure Bay differs very widely 
from that which is in use on the coast of India. It was of the rudest construction, 
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being made of pieces of bark and held together by cords made of grass, Lieutenant 
Gunn found one at Maria Island capable of holding five or six persons, and strong 
enough to drift for sixteen or twenty miles. 

The migratory habits of the people caused them to construct rude huts, made 
of boughs and bark. The spear of the native was a long, thin ti-tree pole, ten feet or 
more in length, and pointed at both ends. The waddy was the only other weapon 
used. The natives were so far civilised, however, as to have learned the value of 
stones when fighting, Owing to their ignorance of any artificial means of ignition, 
they always preserved a supply of fire, and carried bark torches when removing from 
one place to another. They lived chiefly on fish, birds, and animals. They were 
exceedingly superstitious ; they always went to bed at dusk, rising again about mid- 
night, and singing until daylight, to keep away or to pacify the evil spirits. They 
believed in the existence of both a good and evil spirit—any other belief would be 
illogical, considering what has already been said about their habits of rising at 
midnight—and had some notion of a future state. 

Their dead were burned on a funeral pile, a custom which was observed when 
the island was visited by the French in 1792. Robinson, the aboriginal protector, 
gives the following description of the manner of cremating the dead :—-“ I was preparing 
for his (Joe's) departure to Hobart Town for medical assistance, when his groans 
ceased, and with them the noise of the other natives. A solemn stillness prevailed ; my 
apprehensions became excited. I went out—he had just expired. The other natives 
were sitting round, and some were employed in gathering grass. They then bent the 
legs back against the thigh, and bound them round with twisted grass. Each arm was 
bent together and bound round above the elbow. The funeral pile was made by 
placing some dry wood at the bottom on which they laid dry bark, then placed more 
dry wood, raising it about two feet six inches from the ground. A quantity of dry bark 
was then laid upon the logs upon which they laid the corpse, arching the whole over 
with dry wood, men and women assisting in kindling the fire ; after which they went 
away, and did not approach it any more that day.” On the following day, if any 
remains were left, they collected and burnt them, afterwards scraping the ashes 
together, which they covered over with bark and sticks. During the administration of 
Collins and Davey the natives resorted but little to aggression or violence, and those 
cases which did occur were merely retaliatory acts for wrongs perpetrated on them by 
the whites. Governor Davey, in a proclamation of 16th June, 1813, concludes by 
asking, “ Let any man put his hand to his heart and ask, Which is the savage: the 
white man who robs the parent of his children, or the black man who boldly steps 
forward to resent the injury and recover his stolen offspring?” Governor Sorrell 
frequently issued proclamations on the state of lawlessness prevailing. One ran thus: 
“ Cruelties have been perpetrated upon the aborigines repugnant to humanity and 
disgraceful to the British character.” The proclamations of Governors were as Fenton 
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observes) of no avail while convict stockmen, shepherds and bushrangers were 
wandering at large with deadly weapons to seize upon their prey. Immediately after 
Governor Arthur's arrival, application was made to him by a tribe of this unfortunate 
race for protection, which was readily though sorrowfully granted. They were placed at 
Kangaroo Point, across the Derwent. The Governor spared no pains in looking after 
these unfortunates who stayed happily and quietly where they were placed, until one 
of their white (?) neighbours, who ought to have known something of the principles of 
religion, even if he did not practise them, committed a savage murder. Splendid 
specimen of humanity, which led to these wretched creatures retreating to the 
wilderness! The beautiful Christians misbehaved themselves so far, although they 
might have sung a few minutes beforehand “ At eventide e’er the sun was set,” that the 
blacks were obliged to retaliate. Why should they not retaliate? They were treated 
worse than dogs or beasts of prey: they were hunted as we hunt rabbits in the present 
day. As for Bishop Nixon's explanation of the retaliation of the blacks, it is worth 
about as much as any other diplomatic announcement, and accordingly it is dismissed. 
While these shocking tragedies were occurring on the mainland, the natives were 
subject to cruelty from another quarter. Some of the islands in Bass Straits were in 
possession of bands of freebooters. These beautiful specimens of humanity, on a par 
with those already noticed, were originally runaway sailors and convicts from Port 
Jackson, who, it is supposed, settled at first in the small islands of Bass Strait, 
between Flinders and the coast of Van Diemen’s Land. These men—more beautiful 
specimens of humanity—were known as sealers, and before they had long resided on 
these islands—not one inch of them belonging to them by right or title— 
they commenced their nefarious system of kidnapping the native women from 
their tribes on the north and east coasts of Van Diemen’s Land. As other historians 
have related the barbarities perpetrated by our white (?) brethren on the blacks (?) it is 
only necessary to mention the shocking tragedies which had occurred. The ruffianly 
conduct of those scoundrels who were known as sealers deserves no name too harsh 
nor no punishment too severe. If the question be sifted to the bottom, no answer 
except a most childish one can be given to the question, “ By what right do we 
possess this land of Australia?” We did not obtain it by conquest—there would 
have been some glory in that. Who gave us the title deeds? Jaga Jaga’s title deeds 
to Batman were as valid as, and more so than any title the British Crown could give. 
Here is a specimen of humanity as given by Fenton. “The sealers were not long 
upon the islands before they commenced a systematic mode of kidnapping the native 
women from their tribes on the north and east coasts of Van Diemen’s Land. They 
practised every degree of falsehood and deceit” [mark the words] “to get possession 
of the women and carry them off to the islands in their boats,” It is unnecessary to 
refer at any great length to the barbarities of white savages which were put an end to 
by grape shot in the States some few years back, and might have been put an end to 
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Baronet, a native-born Tasmanian, who is now one of the most eminent. scientific 
men in the adjacent colony of Victoria ; Sir Francis Smith, the former Chief Justice 
of Tasmania, who received his early education in the colony ; Sir William Lambert 
Dobson, the present Chief Justice; the late Judge Giblin, and Sir Richard Dry, 
Premier, both of whom were born and educated in the colony. Many other 
prominent public men of the present day received instruction, when boys, in the 
private schools of Tasmania. 

The first record of schools was supplied by the Rey. R. Knopwood, M.A, 
in the year 1819, when the colony was fifteen years old. There were, altogether 
at that time, 164 children receiving instruction at different schools throughout the 
colony. A Sunday school (undenominational) was opened in December, 1816, and 
another in 1821, in connection with the Wesleyan body, When Governor Arthur 
arrived in 1824, there was a very loose system in operation. There were only two 
schools under Government supervision ; Mr. Peter Archer Mulgrave, Chairman of 
Quarter Sessions, had been appointed to superintend them. In 1828 there were 
eight Government schools, with 410 scholars on the rolls. During Governor 
Arthur’s excellent administration of twelve years, the number of public schools 
had increased from two to thirty, with 1331 scholars. Arthur took a deep interest 
in education ; he was the patron and friend of all institutions that tended to pro- 
mote the interests of religion, morality, and useful knowledge. In 1828 he 
established an institution which was much needed at the time—the King’s Orphan 
School, which served as an asylum for the offspring of those unfortunate women 
who had been transported to the colony and were undergoing terms of penal 
servitude, in which condition they frequently fell lower from the paths of virtue, 
and thus inflicted additional burdens on the State. The King’s Orphan School was 
placed under the superintendence of Mr. R. W. Giblin, a gentleman of peculiar 
fitness for the management. He was the late Judge Giblin’s grandfather. He and 
his excellent wife succeeded in establishing the male and female branches of the 
school on a system of economy, thorough efficiency, and high-toned morality, which 
nothing could surpass, In two or three years later the fine block of buildings at 
New Town (three miles from Hobart) were erected ; the school numbered a couple 
of hundred children of all ages, and in every respect the institution reflected credit 
on the authorities. Mr. Giblin afterwards built a commodious mansion in the same 
locality, and, having retired from the management of the Orphan School, opened a 
private academy for boarders and day scholars. This school was very successful. 
It imparted a superior standard of classical and commercial education to the sons 
of the early colonists. In 1835 there were about sixty boarders and several day 
scholars. Many of these rose to eminence in the learned professions, in the 
legislatures of the Australasian colonies, in the army and navy, and in other 
prominent positions. At this period there were other private schools of great 
merit in both the southern and northern sides of the colony. Amongst them may 
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Hicn Scuoot, Prince’s Square: Head Master, E. A. Nathan, M.A., with 115 
pupils. The Cou:eciare Iysrrrure, Launceston: T. Hogg, Master, seventy-six 
pupils. Crry Scuoor, Launceston, with an attendance of 224, And last, but not 
least, the Lapies’ Coiiecr, Launceston, recently established. This is such an 
important and valuable institution, we shall describe its rise and progress in detail. 

The establishment of a Ladies’ College in Tasmania under the auspices and 
management of the Wesleyan Church, had long been projected. So far back as 
the year 1863, the Australasian Wesleyan Conference passed a resolution expressing 
“a strong conviction of the importance of establishing such an institution in 
connection with our Church, and (this Conference) gives its consent to the 
Tasmania District Meeting to undertake the enterprise.” It was not, however, 
until the Victoria and Tasmania Conference of 1880 that a committee was 
appointed “to raise subscriptions, and to take such other ‘steps as they may think 
necessary for the establishment of a Ladies’ College in Tasmania.” The committee 
consisted of the Revs. J. Cope, G. Daniel, G. B. Richards, H. J. Lavers, 
F. E. Stephenson, G. T. Heyward, with Messrs. W. Hart, M. Tyson, J. Drysdale, 
F. Stanfield, T. Parramore, and R. Gee. The committee met in April, 1880, and 
decided that, in consequence of a liberal proposal made by the Honourable William 
Hart, of Launceston, there would be no necessity for further delay in taking 
initiatory steps towards the establishment of the institution. ‘The late Miss Cowie, 
of St. Paul’s, near Avoca, had left a legacy for this purpose, which, with accruing 
interest, amounted to about £700, and Mr. Hart offered to pay one-third of the cost 
if the latter did not exceed £6000—in other words, he offered a subscription of 
£2000. A list was then opened for contributions, and a considerable sum was 
raised. Amongst the donory were Mr. C. B. Grubb, £500; Mrs. W. D. Grubb, 
£200; Mr. E. Shoobridge, £150; Mr. T. Parramore, Mrs. Parramore, Mrs. W. 
Gibson, jun., and two anonymous friends, £100 each; the Hon. F. W. Grubb, 
Messrs. J. and T. Gunn, R, H. Price, £50 each. The sum of £265 was contributed 
by the Wesleyan Distrigt Meeting, and numerous subscriptions under £50 each 
were added to the building fund. The committee then proceeded to select a 
suitable site for the College in or near Launceston, There was considerable delay 
in this matter. The value of land had increased within a few years by two and 
three hundred per cent. in some instances, and it was also difficult to obtain an 
eligible site at any price. At length, however, a piece of ground was purchased on 
the western slope of the Windmill Hill; but building operations had commenced, 
a much more suitable place became available on the Elphin Road, about a mile from 
the centre of the city. It consisted of a well-built and commodious mansion, with 
about two and a half acres of land. This beautiful property was purchased by the 
Ladies’ College Committee on the 17th September, 1884, for the sum of £3600. 
As a site for this purpose it stands unrivalled. It commands a magnificent view 
of the surrounding country. To the east and on either side are highly cultivated 


nla.obj-26747596 
National Library of Australia 


The jubilee history of Tasmania illustrated : with which is incorporated the early history of Victoria, 


THE HISTORY OF TASMANTA. 7 


fields, gardens, and orchards attached to handsome villa residences, which front, 
like the Ladies’ College, on the Elphin Road. At some little distance, the North 
Esk meanders through the plain ; while beyond the river rise slopes and valleys, in 
places thinly wooded, and in others under cultivation, with homesteads inter- 
spersed ; and in the distance, more elevated hills and lofty mountains, with their 
charming variety of light and shade, complete one of the most lovely landscapes 
imaginable. No time was now lost in enlarging the premises. An elaborate and 
handsome design (as shown in the engraving) was chosen, and tenders were 
accepted from Messrs. Thompson and Bushby for the execution of the work for 
the sum of £4400. The wing on the left side was the original mansion ;_ the tower 
and buildings seen on the right are the principal additions. The new buildings 
afford accommodation for forty boarders and a large number of day scholars. 
Altogether, the premises when completed and furnished cost about £10,000. The 
College was opened in January, 1886. The Rey. Spencer Williams was appointed 
President of the College, and G. Thornton Lewis, Esq., B.A., Head Master. There 
is a lady principal, assisted by a staff of highly efficient resident and visiting 
teachers. The course of instruction embraces all the usual branches of a sound 
English education, the languages, lectures on scientific subjects, including laws of 
health and domestic economy, and all the accomplishments necessary to a lady’s 
education, One aim of the college is to train the character—to create in all who 
enter the classes “a resolute hatred of evil and an earnest love of goodness.” As 
a high-class scholastic institution, the Ladies’ College has been quite a success. 
During part of the first year of its existence there were ninety-one day scholars 
and boarders on the roll. The excellence of the Tasmanian climate has contributed 
to the success of the undertaking by inducing parents in Australia to send their 
children across the Straits to be educated at the college, where, as the prospectus 
truly says, “No pains are spared to make the studies as cheerful and attractive, as 
much home-like, and as little school-like as possible.” 

A very large number of private schools are open for boarders and day pupils 
in the chief towns and rural districts of the colony. At the beginning of 1887, they 
numbered (including those we have specially named) 165. The number of children 
attending these schools was 5495—2639 boys and 2856 girls. At the same date 
there were five Ragged schools, all at Hobart, maintained chiefly by the Govern- 
ment, and in part by private subscriptions, There were 600 on the rolls, but the 
average attendance during the year was only about 400. These schools receive £500 
a year from the Government, and about £200 from other sources. There are 
four Industrial schools under Benevolent Institutions : the Boys’ Home, at Hobart, 
with 23 inmates ; St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Hobart, with 39 girls ; Hobart Industrial 
School, with 35 girls ; and Launceston Industrial School, with 29 girls. These four 
schools involve an expenditure of about £2676 annually, of which upwards of £1000 
is contributed by the State, There are also two Training schools—one for boys, 


Page 75 
nla.obj-26747853 
National Library of Australia 


The jubilee history of Tasmania illustrated : with which is incorporated the early history of Victoria, 
biographical sketches & "Australian representative men" 


Page 76 
nla.obj-26748115 
National Library of Australia 


The jubilee history of Tasmania illustrated : with which is incorporated the early history of Victoria, 
biographical sketches & "Australian representative men" 


THE HISTORY OF TASMANTA. 9 


could be safely charged on the public revenue, or perpetuate the employment of 
inefficient teachers.” Prior to this period public education was conducted on the 
“penny a day” system in a very primitive fashion ; the central control was vested 
in the Governor-in-Council, and the administration in an Inspector of Schools. A 
Board of Inspectors was now appointed, consisting of Archdeacon Davies, Episco- 
palian ; Rey. Dr. Lillie, Presbyterian; Rev. W. Hall, Church of Rome; and Mr. 
Inspector Arnold. The Select Committee recommended “that the charge for 
public education be met out of the general revenue rather than by local rate ; 
that the penny a day system be abolished ; and that the control of the Education 
Department be entrusted to a Central Board, consisting of members of the Executive 
and Legislative Councils, who should be empowered to regulate fees and classify 
teachers, such Board to be assisted by an Inspector, who should act as secretary 
also.” These recommendations were adopted, and the Board proceeded vigorously 
to establish new schools. The new system commenced with 2734 scholars and an 
average attendance of 2024. In the year 1865 there were 102 schools, 53857 regis- 
tered pupils and the average attendance was 4076. In 1882 the number of schools 
had increased to 181, with 9302 pupils and an average attendance of 6711. During 
the next four years the advance was still more marked. At the end of 1886 
there were 209 public schools—16,014 distinct scholars on the rolls during the 
year, with an average daily attendance of 7866, The total expenditure upon State 
edueation during the year 1886, exclusive of special grants for buildings, &c., 
amounted to £25,858. The school fees paid by parents in aid of teachers’ salaries 
during the year amounted to £8458. Each scholar in average daily attendance 
would therefore cost £4 10s. 11d., of which £1 1s. 6d, was derived from fees and 
£3 9s, 5d. from the public revenue. At the close of 1886 the estimated number 
of children living in Tasmania was, of ages from 7 to 14 years, 22,628, When 
the last census of population was taken in 1881, there were 19,322 children 
in the colony of ages from 7 to 14, of whom 7545 attended State schools, 4521 
went to private schools, 3075 were instructed at home, and the large number of 
4181 were not accounted for as receiving instruction. 

From the aboye figures it will be seen that great progress is being made in 
educational matters, much of which is owing to the excellent system under which 
the Government schools are now conducted. As soon as the new Board was 
appointed in 1853, the Legislative Council determined to apply fixed sums 
annually for school purposes. It began by voting £9415 for the year 1854. New 
regulations were at the same time issued by the Board; the schools were made 
strictly undenominational, but selections from the Scriptures, similar to those used 
in the Irish National Schools, were to be read, and the other school books 
published or sanctioned by the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland 
were generally adopted. An hour was set apart for religious instruction five days 


in the week, when it was competent for the ministers of the various denominations 
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to make arrangements and devote each a portion of that time in imparting 
Christian knowledge to the children of the members of their respective communions. 
This system has continued to work fairly well; but the Roman Catholics, in some 
instances, object to the principle, and advocate the adoption of a system familiarly 
known as “payment by results.” “This system (observes Dr. Murphy, Bishop of 
Hobart, in his petition to the Governor-in-Council in July, 1884) consists in paying 
for work done ; or, in other words, a fair wage for a fair day’s work. It remunerates 
the teacher of the school for the amount of secular instruction he imparts to his 
pupils according to the standard prescribed by the Government. The school is 
open to the Government Inspector, and allows the children to be examined by him 
in those subjects of secular instruction as are the pupils of the State schools, and 
is content with payment to be made upon his report and certificate as to the 
amount of proficiency attained, thus supplying a guarantee-that the intentions of 
the State are carried out, and that the public funds are properly expended.” Both 
the Government and Parliament, however, have determined not to recognise 
denominational schools. 

In 1867 a Royal Commission was appointed “ to consider, inquire into, and 
report upon the present system of public education in this colony, and the best 
mode of reducing the Government expenditure under that head.” The report of 
the Commissioners clearly demonstrated the fact that reduction of expenditure was 
impracticable. They recommended compulsory education at the cost of the parents 
if they were able to pay the fees, and at that of the State if they were not; the 
appointment of local School Boards and Inspectors ; a more liberal outlay upon 
school-houses, teachers’ residences, and other matters. Most of the recommenda- 
tions of the Royal Commission of 1867 were adopted by the Government, and the 
sum of £11,000—the amount estimated by the Board of Education as necessary for 
school purposes for the year 1868—was granted. The Central Board now consisted 
of honorary members appointed by the Governor-in-Council, and Mr, Thomas 
Stephens, M.A., Oxon., was the active and energetic inspector, Schools were 
established in any of the most distant and isolated localities where twenty children 
could be placed on the roll as attendants. In the course of time the Central Board 
became unpopular, and the local Boards, on account of the stringent regulations, 
which narrowed the scope of their usefulness, became practically inoperative. This 
condition of affairs led to the appointment of another Royal Commission in 1883. 
It consisted of the Hon. C. H. Bromby, Messrs. W. H. D. Archer, B. S. Bird, 
FE. N. C. Braddon, Rey. R. D. Poulet-Harris, and Rey. James Scott. These 
gentlemen were required to ‘make diligent inquiry into the existing systems of 
public education in Tasmania and the neighbouring colonies, and the manner in 
which provision is made for the same,” and to report and offer suggestions, &e. 
The Commissioners entered most energetically on their work, commencing to sit 
on Ist March, 1883, holding meetings almost daily until 19th May. Thirty-two 
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ministers of religion and leading citizens gave vird voce evidence before the 
Commission. Mr. T. Stephens, Chief Inspector, and Messrs. Rule and Doran, 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools, replied in writing to sixty-two questions ; 82 chairmen 
of Local School Boards replied to forty-eight questions ; 32 masters of superior 
schools, and other gentlemen interested in the question of education, replied to 
twenty-seven ; and 132 teachers under the Board of Education answered eighty-two 
—all the questions bearing on subjects entrusted to the Commission to deal with. 
The Commissioners sent in a voluminous report, with evidence taken, and other 
documents, spreading over 260 quarto pages of printed matter, in which the whole 
question of national education was considered. They summarised the results of 
their exhaustive inquiries by recommending that public education in Tasmania 
be “compulsory, free and secular ;” and in addition to these primary points, they 
recommended drill and gymnastics to be more fully recognised ; an improvement in 
the training of teachers ; an increase of salaries in certain cases ; additional pupil 
teachers ; private elementary schools to be subject to departmental inspection, with 
power to order any insufliciently instructed children to be sent to a public school ; 
greater facilities to be afforded for the establishment of Industrial Schools, 
Reformatories, half-time, evening, and Infant Schools; a School of Mines in 
Launceston ; an Agricultural School at the New Town model farm, and other 
reforms. The Commissioners alse recommended that the central control be vested 
in a Minister of the Crown, to be aided by a paid Director, and a Board of 
Patronage and Advice, consisting of elected members of District Boards ; that the 
members of District Boards be elected by the ratepayers; that a law be enacted 
prohibiting the employment of children under twelve years of age in factories ; and 
that increased grants be awarded for the encouragement of Superior Education. 
Parliament did not entirely assent to these proposals. The Board of Education 
was abolished, and the central control vested in a responsible Minister. Chief 
Inspector Stephens was appointed Director of Education ; but the District Boards 
are still appointed by the Executive, instead of being elected by the ratepayers, and 
no central Board of Advice exists. By the Act of 1885 the system of instruction is, as 
before, undenominational, and compulsory in the case of children whose ages are from 
seven to thirteen years ; but school fees, regulated by the Governor-in-Council, are 
required from parents who are able to pay. In all cases of poverty, children are 
admitted free of any payment whatever. The law requires parents, under the penalty 
ofa fine for neglect, to send their children of the ages specified to some school, unless 
a reasonable excuse for failing to do so can be given. Children attending State 
schools are taken on the Government railways free of charge to and from the 
nearest public school. Altogether the present system is extremely liberal, and is 
working admirably. There are three Inspectors under the Director of Education— 
Messrs. James Rule, Senior Inspector; Gerard Bourdillon, M.A.; and Joseph 
Masters, M.A. Twelve exhibitions are annually awarded of the value of £16 13s. 4d. 
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each—six for boys and six for girls—tenable for four years from Ist July. Candidates 
must be between ten and twelve years of age, and must have attended one of the 
State schools for at least twelve months prior to the Ist June. The children who 
are not exempt are required to attend school at least three days in each week. 
Any who have been educated up to the compulsory standard may claim exemption 
from further attendance after they attain the age of eleven years. There is a 
provision in a recent Act that the head teacher of every school, not being a State 
or Sunday school, shall, under a penalty of £5 for non-compliance, furnish to the 
Minister of Education, in the month of January in each year, a nominal return, 
giving the sex, age, residence, and school attendance of every child attending the 
school during the preceding year. A school for Technical education has recently 
been opened at Hobart, and it is the intention of the Government to establish a 
similar institution and a School of Mines at Launceston. 


THE FINGAL DIST RACE. 
By An Op Co.onist. 


My experience extends over a period of some nineteen years, Nineteen years back 
Fingal was similar to an isolated little borough, whose interests were centred 
in itself, and that interest among a few selected individuals. The township is finely 
placed, high mountain ranges surrounding in all directions, giving a capital back- 
ground, and overseer’d by the noble Ben Lomond, This township was the centre 
of large sheep and cattle runs, and the best lands were held in the name of a large 
estate of some 30,000 acres, Malahide. Few hands were employed, and the absence 
of progress can be distinctly traced to the fact of Fingal lands being in the hands 
of so few persons. 

The adjoining estate of Tullochgorum was another example of the same 
depressing influences. Eastwards on the other side of Malahide comes Killymoon, 
a repeat of the other two estates—still less hands employed. This was, and 
remains to this day, the main feature of Fingal. Ten miles further eastward and 
seaward we come to St. Mary’s. This district presents entirely new features—and 
a different class of circumstances. This is the district of butter and cheese. The 


~ land is all cut up into farms of various sizes. “These farms produce from its rich 


grasses, cheese and butter equal to any production, and have been long famed in 
this direction, Bacon is also produced in large quantities, and a very important 
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and profitable trade for live pigs is carried on with the Chinese, who come down to 
buy from Thomas’ Plains and other mining communities. The farms at St. Mary's 
bring at the present time a rental double that of former days. Wheat does not do 
well, but oats and peas give good returns, and there is some fattening of cattle. 
Within a radius of seven miles from St. Mary’s township is some land equal to 
anything known in soils of splendid quality, and matching the famed Ringarooma 
description. There is the same luxuriant and overabundance of grass. This 
applies to Germantown, a small district high up among the hills, with its delightful 
and genial climate. Dublintown, within a mile or two of Germantown, is at a 
lower level, but much of its land is of exactly similar character. 

In both Germantown and Dublintown there is plenty of freestone, and coal 
crops up here and there in the deep gullies. There is a disease common to both 
these places in the spring and early summer—‘“too much feed.” The farmers 
cannot keep it down ; grow it will, and cattle get blown and die, and unless special 
care is taken to keep them in “ fed-down paddocks,” loss—and great loss—takes 
place. 

This condition of luxurious waste suggests Silo’s. It is impossible to keep 
sufficient cattle when this vast feed is in to make profitable use of it, because, as it 
will be at once seen, in the winter and autumn months the land would then be 
terribly overstocked, and starvation and ruin would result ; but with much of this 
provender conserved not required for current feeding, a much larger number of 
cattle could be permanently kept. Thesé remarks apply to the similar rich lands 
of Ringarooma and elsewhere, and is very promising for a better anid larger supply 
of winter beef, Proceeding on our way eastwards we reach St. Mary’s Pass. It 
is often true that anything new carries the sway, so to some the pass on the 
Scotsdale Road was held to be far more entrancing than our old friend St. Mary’s, 
of which so many descriptions have been given. Scotsdale Pass is associated with 
vast expanse of view, wonderful growth of splendid fern trees, and beautiful little 
trickling streams of water ever running ; but with St. Mary’s there is danger 
abroad, and a feeling of what might be. The pass turns and winds in such a way 
that frequent opportunities are offered for the traveller to observe the tract. He 
will have to pursue along this five-mile passage. There it is right in front, a narrow 
road barely able to accommodate two vehicles passing each other. The side 
protection may be a log of some twenty-four inches through ; but it may be only 
ten inches, and you look from that bit of road down, down that deep gorge right 
away down to the bottom as far as the undergrowth will allow, and then you raise 
your eyes upwards to that ledge of road and contemplate contingencies. It is, 
of course, all right when you have passed along. Jogging with it may be thought- 
lessness ; but occasionally it will occur to you how would it be if all was not right. 
A restive or vicious horse might soon bring disaster, and a paragraph with an 
undertaker’s notice might be the result. However, very few accidents have taken 
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place ; but the awful depths do militate against some persons’ pleasure in traversing 
this, after all, magnificent pass. 

Falmouth, on the sea-coast, is reached by this pass. There is one estate— 
there is one owner—at Falmouth. It is let to two tenants. Cheese, butter and cattle 
fattening is the work of this place, as well as at St. Mary’s, and in all three the 
produce is equal to any elsewhere. Falmouth has a nice beach. I have said its 
all—there is nothing more ; it is done. At one time Falmouth may have been of 
some importance, but its glory has long since departed. In the old days, however, 
it was the shipping port for the whole of the Fingal district, right down below 
Avoca. There was always delay and trouble. Cargo would be carried from Hobart 
to George's Bay, and back to Hobart again, the vessel being unable to land that 
cargo, and when the fine main road was completed, the waggon took the place of 
the sailing vessel, and now the railway system is connected’ with St. Mary’s. The 
carrying is easy and quick to any locality. 

Some few miles towards George’s Bay is the lovely river Seamander. There 
is a good future for this bit of water some day. Curving and winding its way in all 
directions, widening out its waters here and there into lake form, there is scope for 
a pretty sail in many places. ‘The whole surroundings are very beautiful. You can 
get good fishing and good shooting. What is wanted is a good accommodation 
house, stabling, &., and some three or four-roomed detached cottages, plainly 
furnished, for letting, with use of boat, fishing tackle, &z., food and bedding supplied 
from the big house, and a plessaut proprictor with a famous helpmate. As it is, 
there is iothing for it but to take a run to the Scamander and back again to 
Falmouth. 

George’s Bay, farther on, used to belong to the Fingal district. Some years 
back this interesting and pretty port was cut off and tacked on elsewhere, so we 
must return back by the same road we came, retracing our steps up that pass. It 
is a slow trudge under the most favourable circumstances, either for man or horse. 

Getting back to Fingal we run out to Mangana, five miles from that 
township, the first place in the colony where gold was found, I believe. This little 
out-of-the-way place has been the scene of many changes, intermittent successes, 
and back again to dreary inactivity. The Mangana gets a turn every few years. 
So it is with Mathina, up and down, ever and again each place shakes herself up as 
it were, casts aside her sloth, and quickens into fresh life, attracting by wondrous 
finds and promised wealth. The speculation peg goes to work, and land is marked 
off in all directions. Companies are formed and calls made, and the jingling of the 
money changing hands is the most promising sound and frequently the last heard, 
and then slumber again overtakes the overtaxed, and Mangana and Mathina go 
into hiding. But both these places will come out right yet, and the sooner when 
we can get true and faithful legitimate mining. Mathina, I should have said, is 
sixteen miles at right angles to Mangana from Fingal. 
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the opposite side of the yard were cleared out, and many alterations were made in 
them to secure a comfortable place to worship. This served until the brick building 
was completed the following year, the first services being held by Mr. Reed himself on 
Sunday, 6th June, 1880. In August, 1878, a Sunday school was opened in what was 
formerly the billiard room of the hotel, and to it were gathered the poorest children 
from the streets, but after the completion of the new building the school was conducted 
there. For two years these accommodations were found to be sufficient, but in 1582 
the remaining yard was covered over and formed into a temporary shelter for the large 
congregation that crowded to the place. This Pavilion, as it was called, had seats 
for eight hundred, and there were often more than that number present on Sunday 
evenings. In 1880, Pastor D. W. Hiddleston came to Launceston, from Melbourne, 
on invitation of Mr, and Mrs. Reed, to assist in the work, and his labours were 
eminently successful. A short time after the death of Mr. Reed, which occurred 
during the latter part of 1880, the building, now known as the Memorial Church, 
was commenced by Mrs. Reed, but was not completed until 1885 ; the first services 
being held in July of that year. The new church has a seating capacity of fourteen 
hundred, though sixteen hundred persons have been accommodated in the building. 
A few months after the completion of the church Pastor Hiddleston was prostrated 
by a severe illness, and on that account—for many months up to this time—was 
unable to take any part in the work. Supplies were then obtained from the other 
colonies until, in 1885, Dr. H. Grattan Guinness, of London, paid a visit to 
Australasia, and during his four months’ residence in Launceston undertook the 
pastorate temporarily, at the request of the church, which he held to the entire 
satisfaction of the congregation. In August, 1886, Pastor G. Saltau arrived in 
Launceston, from London, and was formally inducted. His pastorate has been 
acceptable, and over one hundred members have been added to the church during 
the first twelve months. A sum of not less than £15,000 has been expended by 
Mr, and Mrs. Reed in erecting the buildings and providing for the work. At the 
present time the annual expenses in connection with the work are defrayed by the 
free-will offerings of the people, assisted by Mrs. Reed. A Rescue Home has 
recently been established, which is accomplishing much good; and an open-air 
service is held every pleasant Sunday afternoon on a hill on the outskirts of the 
town, at which the attendance varies from two to fifteen hundred. 


WORKING MEN’S CLUB, LAUNCESTON. 


Tur Working Men’s Club, as its name denotes, is an institution established for the 
working men of Launceston, and embraces among its members artisans, clerks, and 


labourers. It was established in 1865, the first meetings being held in a house in 
Q 
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Patterson Street, but these quarters being too small, rooms were secured on Charles 
Street. The promoters of the club were the Hon. Adye Douglas, Ven Archdeacon 
Hales, and Messrs. J. J. Hudson, Jas. Wallace, John Richards, and the late 
Mr. R. Ure. In 1869 a lot was purchased on Elizabeth Street, and work was 
commenced on the present building, the necessary funds being subscribed by 


‘the members and their friends, assisted by Mr. W. A. Guesdon, now of Clapham, 


London, England, who in 1870 gave the munificent sum of £1250 to the club. The 
club-house was completed in 1871, at a cost, including fittings, furniture, &c., 
of over £2000, the object of the institution being to provide a place of resort 
for working men where recreation and instruction can be provided free from the 


‘temptations of intoxicating drink; the club is therefore run on temperance 


principles. The building contains two billiard rooms, a reading room and library, 
and eight other rooms used for various purposes. A well-selected library, consisting 
of 1500 volumes, is to be found on the shelves, and the library table is supplied 
with local, English, colonial and foreign newspapers. The entrance fee is 6d, 
with a subscription of 3d. per week, which entitles a member to all the privileges 
of the club, which is entirely self-supporting, and is managed by a committee elected 
annually. The club rooms are available to members from 9 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. ; and 
though various games are permitted and encouraged, gambling in any form is 


strictly prohibited by the rules. The officers for 1887-8 are Hon. Adye Douglas 


(President,) T. J. Holmes (Vice-President,) C. K- Ellis (Secretary,) John Ellis 
(Treasurer,) and a committee of eighteen members. The annual income from all 
sources is in the neighbourhood of £220, and the present membership 150. The 
Launceston Savings, Investment and Building Society, which sprang from this 
institution, was organised in 1867. The weekly meetings for the purpose of 
receiving the payment of subscriptions are held in one of the rooms of the club, 
but all other business is transacted at the office of the secretary, Mr. Alex. Fowler. 
This institution has at present 439 shareholders, holding 2795 shares at £15 per 
share. 


INTERNATIONAL HOTEL, LAUNCESTON. 
G. W. Barser, Proprietor. 


Tus building was erected by James Robinson in the year 1857, where he 
conducted the wholesale wine and spirit business; but two years after it was 
remodelled into a hotel, and rented to Thomas Cocker, who was the proprietor 
until 1874, when he sold out to Mr, Cleary. Mr. Cleary administered to the wants 
of the public for seven or eight years, when the property was purchased by 
W. J. Thrower, who, after continuing the business for a few years, sold out to 
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Mr. Sharp. The lease having expired in the year 1868, the property was sold to the 
present proprietor, Mr. G. W. Barber, who was for many years owner of the Latrobe 
Hotel, Latrobe, and is therefore well acquainted with the wants of the Tasmanian, 
as well as Australian, public. Within the first few months after the purchase of 
the property, Mr. Barber made extensive alterations at an expenditure of over 
£1200. First, the front of the building was altered by the addition of doors and 
windows of the latest pattern, and the entire floor was lowered to a level with the 
footpath of the street. Directly over the main entrance a room, which was formerly 
used as an auction mart, has been converted into a large and commodious 
dining hall, which will comfortably seat seventy people. Adjoining and fronting on 
Brisbane Street is a suite of four rooms, which can be occupied respectively as a. 
dining room, drawing room, bed and dressing room. These are all elegantly 
furnished with new furniture of the latest design; and here families may feel the 
same privacy as at home. The building surrounds an open court, with a wide 
balcony for a promenade ; nearly all the bedrooms open upon this balcony, which 
assures perfect ventilation. When desired, this court can be illuminated. A broad 
staircase connects the two storeys, which was recently built by Mr. Barber. On the 
ground floor may be mentioned a smoking and billiard room, and one of the largest 
and best fitted bars in the colony. The hotel will comfortably accommodate fifty 
people ; and as there are five large sample rooms, the wants of the commercial 


travellers are amply provided for. 


TASMANIAN TIN-SMELTING COMPANY, LAUNCESTON. 


THE company was organised in 1877 for the purpose of smelting ore from the east 
and north-east coast of the colony, the purity of which may be estimated from the 
fact that from a given amount of ore from 65 to 75 per cent. of tin is produced, or 
an average of a little over 72 percent. This product is shipped to the London 
market. The ore is brought from the mine to the works in bags in a pulverised 
state ready for reduction in the furnaces, There are three furnaces, each of which 
is capable of receiving a charge of 50 ewt. of ore every eight hours, making a total 
production of 135 tons per week. Mr. Robert Gardiner is the local representative, 
and Mr. G. J. Latta the manager and assayer. 


THE LAUNCESTON DAILY TELEGRAPH. 


In July, 1881, a small bi-weekly paper, The Telegraph, was issued in Launceston 
by Messrs. Mowbray, Barnes and Co. This was continued for about six months, 
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when the printing plant was purchased by Mr. James Brickhill, who increased the 
size of The Telegraph and issued it tri-weekly, It became improved in tone, and its 
circulation was soon considerably increased, as public opinion in Launceston had 
for some two years been represented by only one newspaper. It became a good 
advertising medium, and being well patronised the proprietor was encouraged to 
extend its usefulness. He had secured very suitable central premises, in which the 
defunct Cornwall Chronicle had been printed. He purchased improved printing 
presses and machinery, largely increased his literary and mechanical staff, and on 
the 18th June, 1883 (the anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo,) sent forth the first 
issue of the Daily Telegraph. ‘The enterprise of the proprietor was promptly 
rewarded ; ina few weeks the subscription list of the daily increased to 4500, a 
circulation far beyond that of any newspaper previously published in Tasmania. Its 
columns were supplied with the latest and most interesting telegraphic news from 
the adjoining colonies, from Europe, India, and all parts of the world. Its political 
views were approved by the people, its correspondents in this and the adjoining 
colonies, and in Europe, were numerous, intelligent, able and reliable; and its 
position as a popular leader of public opinion, and also as a sound commercial 
speculation, became assured, It was the first newspaper published in Tasmania at 
a penny, and no doubt this aided largely in the success of its circulation. It was 
recognised as the best advertising medium in the colony, and patronised accordingly. 
This encouraged the proprietor to enlarge his printing premises, and these were 
doubled in size by raising them another storey and by additions in the rear, until 
they became the most convenient and compact, though not the largest, in the colony. 
With the increase of population, and consequent steady increase of subscribers, 
the proprietor was enabled to add to his expenditure for further extending the 
attractions which have thus ensured the popularity and stability of the Daily 
Telegraph. Throughout its career the journal has always favoured the policy 
enunciated by representative men of intelligence and progress, as opposed to that 
of those whose interests or narrow views sway them on the side of mere stagnation 
and the depressing policy of “waiting for something to turn up.” The Daily 
Telegraph is an honest advocate for the reform of abuses, the maintenance of the 
political, civil, and religious rights of the people, and for the furtherance of the 
material and moral welfare of the whole community. Triumphant its career, it has 
pursued a scrupulously consistent course. 


LAUNCESTON SAVINGS BANK: 


In the early part of the year 1835 a meeting was called of the most influential 
gentlemen of Launceston for the purpose of establishing a bank for savings, the 
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GEORGE NIXON STEWART 


Was born in Castle Place, Belfast, Ireland, on 8th May, 1818, and was the only 
son of Alexander Nixon Stewart, merchant, who died in 1823, Mrs. Stewart 
married in the following year Mr. William Joyce. Captain Nixon, her brother-in- 
law, and an officer who had fought at Waterloo, adopted the subject of this sketch, 
and took him to reside at Newtownards, a village distant from Belfast eight miles. 
Young Stewart received the best part of his education at the Collegiate School, in 
the diocese of Raphoe, where Isaac Butt, subsequently known as the “ Father of 
Home Rule,” and he were schoolmates. Captain Nixon, after having discharged 
the onerous duty of Inspector of Police in different parts of Ireland, was obliged 
to remove, owing to ill-health, to a warmer climate. Meanwhile his nephew had 
been placed with Councillor Hercules Nixon, in Hardwick Square, Dublin, for the 
purpose of being trained as a lawyer ; but Mr. Nixon having entered Parliament 
and removed to London, George joined his uncle, Captain Nixon, who was daily 
failing in health, and eventually died at Boulogne. Having been advised by his 
uncle to emigrate to New South Wales or Van Diemen’s Land, he, acting on this 
advice, in 1840 reached Hobart Town and having placed his money, £250, in 
the hands of Dr. Crooke, obtained a situation in the Colonial Times office as 
accountant. In 1849 he was appointed temporary clerk in the Commissariat 
Department at Launceston, which, although once a very extensive one, had ‘been 
reduced, until only Assistant Commissary General Swan, Mr. John Windeath, and 
Mr. Stewart remained to perform the duties for all Northern Tasmania. In 1851 
Mr. Stewart married Mary Ann, eldest daughter of Mr. William Whitaker, who 
at the time was acting as /ocum tenens at New Norfolk for the Wesleyan minister 
at that station. The Commissariat Department at Launceston having been abolished 
in 1853, he joined the staff of the Cornwall Chronicle as reporter. On the death of 
Mr. William Lushington Goodwin, the proprietor, the paper passed into the hands 
of Messrs. M. L. Goodwin and D’Arcy W. L. Murray. It was then sold to Messrs. 
Robert Harris and T. C. Just, and, after a chequered career of forty-five years, it 
became defunct in 1880. During a quarter of a century Mr. Stewart had the chief 
literary management of the paper, it being a first-class journal when financially it 
failed. On 26th July, 1880, a meeting was held in the Town Hall, Launceston, 
when Mr. Adye Douglas, the Mayor, presented Mr. Stewart, on behalf of a large 
number of colonists, with a handsomely illuminated address, which alluded in 
flattering terms to his efforts, as a pressman, in endeavouring to further the interests 
of the colony by the aid of his pen. The address was signed by Messrs. W. T. Bell, 
J. H. Smith, John Denning, George Pullen, and John Ellis, on behalf of some 


two hundred inhabitants, and was accompanied by a purse containing one hundred 
D 
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sovereigns, Mr. Stewart, though deeply affected by the expression of such kindly 
sentiments, replied at some length. In conclusion he said, that to find the address 
so numerously signed by gentlemen of all shades of political opinion, many of 
whom necessarily differed from the views set forth in the newspaper he had for so 
many years conducted, almost uncontrolled, constituted, in his mind, the highest 
honour ever paid during his career to any journalist in Tasmania. With regard to 
their wishes as to his being yet of some service, he assured them that whatever 
health and strength might be given him would be employed as earnestly as ever in 
defence of “The Rights of the People,” that being the motto on the banner under 
which he had fought so long. 

Mr. Stewart had been too actively employed to remain long idle. He was 
soon engaged in the office of the Chief Commissioner of Mines, Mr, Bernard Shaw, 
and, after that, in the Lands Titles Department, until he became editor of the Daily 
Telegraph. After his accession the paper was issued on and since the 18th June, 
1883, as the Daily Telegraph, and it rapidly became the most popular paper, it 
having a circulation double that of any other newspaper in the colony. Towards 
the end of 1886 Mr. Stewart’s health began to fail ; but though his friends wished 
him to retire from his active position as editor, he was firm in his determination to 
continue as long as possible. He remained at his post, notwithstanding that for 
the last few months great pain and weakness afflicted him, till the 27th of May, 
about a fortnight over his seventieth birthday, when he was obliged to yield, and, 
after much suffering, passed gently away at two o'clock on Wednesday morning, Ist 
June, surrounded by those nearest and dearest to him, 

Mr. George Stewart left a family of three daughters and two sons to mourn 
their loss, the two sons being Messrs. F. and W. Stewart, of Charles Street, Laun- 
ceston, who are importers of watches, clocks, jewellery, electro-plate, optical goods, 
and many other articles. 


HON. JOHN SCOTT. 


Tue history of every individual's life in the Southern Hemisphere is one of toil, 
and in many instances of disappointment. Difficulties, if a man desires to succeed, 
must be encountered and overcome, which are considerably minimised in older 
countries; and one of the causes is that young countries, like young children, are 
extremely arrogant. Consequently, it follows that a man of taste and culture, 
when obliged to come into contact with this phase of what is erroneously called 
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life, resents any attempt to thrust upon him what others may fancy is right. Now 
the history of Tasmania bears out this assertion to the letter, inasmuch as men 
have died fighting against what was unreasonable, and contrary to common-sense. 
But let us pause ; common-sense has been proved, on more than one occasion, to 
be non-sense. Common-sense,—it is an unfortunate circumstance that the word 
ever came to be used, since, when it is analysed, it really has no effective meaning, 
—once murdered a Man who was the highest type of Humanity ; common-sense 
has caused innocent persons to undergo the most exquisite suffering ; and common- 
sense—we take it, it was consensus—declared the world stood still. Common-sense, 
therefore, means very little, unless backed up by experience; in fact, unless expe- 
rience be the foundation. It was only men of experience who could have succeeded 
in securing to Tasmania the privileges she now enjoys ; and amongst them may be 
mentioned the name of John Scott, who was born in Hobart Town on 29th 
August, 1829, but removed to Launceston at an early age. In 1839 he sailed with 
his people to Port Phillip (now Melbourne,) where he remained until 1844, when 
he returned to Launceston, and was apprenticed toa brewer in the town. The 
gold fever of 1852 in Victoria induced him, in common with other Tasmanians, to 
seek his fortune in new fields of labour ; but, after a sojourn there of three months, 
during which time he collected three and a half ounces of gold, he came to the 
conclusion that mining was not his vocation, and wisely returned to Tasmania. In 
1855 Mr. Scott built his brewery, and laid the foundation of the business of which 
he is now the head. In 1860 he originated the first Volunteer corps in the colony. 
Previous to that date Tasmania was dependent for her defence on the soldiery 
furnished by the English Government ; but in 1858 a Bill was passed through the 
Legislature, at the instigation of Mr. Scott and others, granting the power to 
organise a Volunteer force, and Mr. Scott was elected as the first Volunteer captain 
in theisland. In 1861 he was one of the aldermen of Launceston, and was elected 
Mayor of the city from 1867 to 1868, and it was during his term of office that 
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh paid a visit to Tasmania. In 1865 he was elected 
amember of Parliament for George Town, and in 1866 was returned to represent 
Launceston, but, owing to the dissolution of Parliament, he retired in 1871, refusing 
to serve for a longer term. After a period of nine years, Mr. Scott consented to 
stand again, and in 1880 was elected member of the Legislative Council for Tama 
(now Launceston.) His re-election for Launceston, in 1886, was considered a great 
compliment, inasmuch as he was ill during the previous term, and unable to attend 
fully to the duties of the office. Mr. Scott was one who strongly supported the 
introduction of railways in the colony. In 1865, Parliament having made it a 
sine qua non that those who were in favour of having the railways in Tasmania 
should prove their sincerity in the matter by subscribing £50,000, Mr, Scott was 
one of the first who subscribed, and paid his proportion of £1000, He was opposed 
to the purchase of the Main Line Railway from a private company by the Govern- 
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ment for £1,000,000, at 34 per cent., believing that the original cost for the con- 
struction of the line did not exceed £600,000, and that it was a useless expenditure 
of the people’s money. Mr. Scott is a Conservative in politics, and is inclined 
toward Protection, feeling that in a new country local industries should be fostered. 
He is a magistrate for the territory, and was appointed one of the Commissioners 
for the International Exhibition which was held in Melbourne from 1880 to 1881. 
He can claim to be the oldest. living brewer in Tasmania, and has gained by his 
conduct throughout life the respect of the Tasmanians. Men like this gentleman 
foster the industries of a country, and it is to the examples of such men that the 
rising generations of the Australian group must look for guidance, 


LAUNCESTON HOTEL. LAUNCESTON, 


In the old coaching days of Tasmania the arrival of the Hobart mail coach in Laun- 
ceston was the event of the day. The headquarters for the coach was at the 
Launceston Hotel, which then, as now, is located in the business centre of the 
town. The hotel was built by Mr. Richard White in 1835, who was the first pro- 
prietor. It, like all the early structures of the town, was built of wood; but, as 
time went on, the premises were pulled down and a brick building erected. The 
present owner and proprietor is Mr. J. Huston, who has been engaged in the hotel 
business for over thirty years in the Australian colonies, and purchased the property 
alluded to in June, 1886. In order to meet the requirements of an increasing 
business, Mr. Huston immediately set about making additions and alterations.. We 
may mention that these consist chiefly of a three-storey addition, which contains, on 
the ground floor, a large and commodious dining hall, the first and second floors 
being divided into sleeping apartments. In the main body of the building, on 
the ground floor, are two commercial rooms, a gentleman’s parlour, and a well fitted 
bar, and billiard room adjoining. The storeys above are divided into suites of rooms 
for families, as the hotel is patronised by that large number of European and Conti- 
nental tourists who come to Tasmania during the summer months. As it is the 
aim of the proprietor, Mr. Huston, to make it in every respect a family hotel, he 
has therefore introduced all the modern improvements, including hot and cold water, 
well arranged bathrooms, &c, and tourists may feel assured that their comfort will 
be studied. The hotel surrounds an open court with a cement floor, and a row of 
Tasmanian fern trees in the centre, which gives to it the appearance of a garden. 
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JAMES BRICKHILL. 


A Great difference of opinion, and, in some instances, a very heated and angry 
discussion, has arisen as to whom the honour of having invented the art of printing 
is due. Some authors attribute it to Coster, of Haarlaem ; others to Gutenberg of 
Mentz; while a few assert that it was introduced by the Venetians, from China, 
where it had been practised for nearly two thousand years. It would appear that 
the art was known for some time previous to 1441, in Venice, where a decree was 
issued in that year relating to printing. On the other hand, it would seem that it 
was invented in Europe in 1440. Among the earliest specimens of printing extant, 
is an exhortation to take up arms against the Turks in 1454. In the beginning of 
the art each page was engraved on a block of wood, but soon movable types were 
introduced. Impressions of the former kind pass under the name of block books. 
If the intellectual condition of a country is to be estimated by the literary activity 
displayed in the publication of books, Venice, at the close of the fifteenth century, 
must be allowed to take the lead, and Italy was as far advanced intellectually in 
1400 as England in 1500. It is a mistake to suppose that in very early times the 
methods and advantages of printing were unknown, for every Babylonish brick and 
signet ring contradicts that opinion. Gradually the system of information passing 
from mouth to mouth, and not from eye to eye, ceased; but when there were more 
readers, an increased demand gave origin to an increased supply. It may not 
generally be known that the paper first made in Europe was manufactured by the 
Spanish Moors from the fine flax of Valentia and Mercia. Dismissing this 
interesting subject, we must pass on to the time when newspapers first made their 
appearance. Venice, during the Turkish war in 1563, published newspapers which 
were in manuscript ; and, although there are copies of English newspapers in the 
British Museum reputed to have been published during the excitement of the 
Spanish Armada, it was not actually until the civil wars that newspapers can be 
said to have been fairly established in that country. As everyone well knows, it 
was printing that gave a great impetus to the progress of the Reformation. Passing 
over a great gulf of time, we come to the close of the seventeeth century, when no 
man was allowed to publish political news unless he had been duly authorised by 
the Crown. Newspapers were, however, beginning to be periodically issued, and 
newsletters were written by enterprising persons in the metropolis and sent to the 
rich who subscribed for them. They then circulated from family to family. The 
information was picked up in the coffee houses, which were great places for political 
and social gossip. By degrees the liberty of the Press was secured. In England, 
at first, it was subjected to the common law, and offenders could be punished with, 
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if the judges so determined, the extreme penalty of the law. But “nous avons 
changé tout cela,” as a jury must now decide on the offensive character of the 
publication. 

The Press in Australasia, as elsewhere, is a powerful moulder of public 
opinion, and deservedly holds a prominent position. For a new country, with the 
difficulties and expense attending the collection of the interesting events of the 
day, the newspapers in the colonies have called forth the admiration of the 
experienced journalists of Europe and Great Britain. To every class of reader it 
has become an absolute necessity, while to a very large majority of the Anglo-Saxon 
race it constitutes half the matitutinal meal, as the breakfast would be incomplete 
without it. To the enterprise and foresight of the proprietors of the numerous 
newspapers published in the colonies is due the influence which journalism wields 
in the southern hemisphere, as a strict regard to respectability is jealously observed, 
and the most sensitive individual need not hesitate to take up the sheet which lies 
on the dining room table or is found in the drawing room, Hundreds of villages in 
England very much larger than many of the towns in the colonies are strangers to 
the “local print” which almost every little township in Australasia possesses, while 
in the more important places there are several daily and weekly issues. 

The flourishing town of Launceston, Tasmania, enjoys the privilege of number- 
ing among its journals the Daily Telegraph, of which Mr. James Brickhill is pro- 
prietor, This gentleman isa native of Launceston, and was born on 20th September, 
1846, his father being Mr. John Brickhill, a retired Government official, who 
emigrated to Tasmania in the early days of the colony, about forty-five years ago. 
James Brickhill has accordingly spent his whole lifetime in Launceston, and has grown 
up with the place and the people. After receiving a moderate education, which was 
in those days much more difficult to obtain than a first-class one is now, he chose 
the printing business as his profession, and was apprenticed to the proprietors of 
the Launceston Examiner in the latter part of the year 1862. After having served 
his apprenticeship he continued in the employment of the firm until December, 
1881, during which period he filled a variety of positions—from office boy to 
accountant—with satisfaction to his employers and credit to himself. In 1879, 
consequent on an arrangement with the firm, he resigned his position as accountant, 
and engaged successfully in the outdoor work, which consisted of collecting the 
accounts, canvassing for printing and advertising, and numerous other duties. 
During this period he also undertook commission work for other firms, having an 
office of his own, and having several insurance and other agencies. Official changes 
in the Launceston Examiner caused him to resign in 1881, his connection with the 
paper ceasing at the end of the year. In July, 1881, a small bi-weekly paper, named 
The Telegraph, was started in Launceston by Messrs. Mowbray, Barnes and 
Stephens, but the combination not working harmoniously, a dissolution of partner- 
ship took place at the end of the year. 
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A printer named Bell having purchased one of the interests in the concern, 
the books were handed to Mr. Brickhill for examination and adjustment ; and it 
was this circumstance which led to a partnership between these two gentlemen, the 
paper reappearing, still as a bi-weekly, under the auspices of the new firm on 12th 
January, 1882. Shortly afterwards Zhe Telegraph was increased in size, and issued 
as a tri-weekly. The business capacities of Mr. Brickhill, as one of the firm, inspired 
the public with confidence in the venture, which very rapidly increased in circu- 
lation and general printing business. Three months afterwards it was found 
advisable to dissolve partnership, whereupon a dispute arose which was decided 
by arbitration in favour of Mr. Brickhill, who acquired by purchase his partner’s 
interest. This circumstance gave increased confidence in the paper, which now 
showed marked signs of improvement. Hitherto the business had been carried on 
in a most unsuitable building in George Street ; but an opportunity presenting itself, 
the present building in Paterson Street was secured by purchase, together with a 
large quantity of printing plant, which formerly belonged to the extinct Cornwall 
Chronicle. A complete jobbing plant was then added, and first-class tradesmen 
having been employed, the business still further increased. During the early part 
of the year 1883 several influential gentlemen were anxious that the paper should 
appear daily ; and, with a view to realise their wishes, a substantial offer of pecuniary 
assistance was made. Mr. Brickhill, who had hesitated to issue the paper daily, 
owing to his financial position not being strong enough to meet the strain, was 
prevailed on, through representations made to him of the urgent demand for a 
second daily paper in Launceston, and the guarantee of a sufficient sum of money, 
to yield to the wishes of the public. Accordingly the paper appeared as a daily on 
18th June, 1883, and was a very marked success, In 1885 the business had 
increased to such an extent that the building had to be enlarged by the addition of 
another storey. This was done whilst the business was going on, though of course 
under considerable difficulty ; but the master mind of the proprietor continued to 
arrange matters in such a manner as to reduce the discomfort to a minimum. It 
may be interesting to mention that the history of the Brickhill family shows that 
many of them have held positions for lengthened periods of time. The grandfather 
of Mr. Brickhill was an English excise officer for nearly half a century, and his 
father was employed in the Launceston Post Office for quite forty years, while a 
brother, who died in 1874 at the age of thirty-two, occupied a position in a leading 
solicitor’s office in the same town for sixteen years. There was also an uncle, who 
emigrated to the Cape about the same time as his father landed in Tasmania, and 
became connected with the Natal Bank, working his way up to the manager’s 
position, and retiring after a service of nearly fifty years. 

Early in life Mr, Brickhill, having recognised the good work done by the 
Friendly Societies, became a member of the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows, and 
afterwards, having adopted total abstinence principles, joined the Independent 
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strip of kangaroo skin, about two inches broad, which was wrapped six or seven 
times round the waist. Another had a collar of skin round the neck, and some 
had a slender cord bound several times round the head. I afterwards learned that 
most of these cords were fabricated from the bark of a shrub of the Spurge 
family, very common in this country. I had given them several things without 
requiring anything in return; but I wished to get a kangaroo’s skin, when, among 
the savages around us, there happened to be only a young girl who had one. When 
I proposed to her to give it me in exchange for a pair of pantaloons, she ran away 
to hide herself in the woods, The other natives appeared to be truly hurt at her 
refusal, and called to her several times. At length she yielded to their entreaties, 
and came to bring me the skin, Perhaps it was from timidity, only she could 
not prevail upon herself to part with this kind of garment, in return for which she 
received a pair of pantaloons ; less useful to her according to the custom of ladies in 
this country than the skin which served to cover the shoulders.” 

Labillardiére relates a touching story of female innocence and chastity. 
“ Four young girls of a party received with indifference the garments we gave 
them; and, that they might not be encumbered with a useless burden, immediately 
hung them on the bushes near the path, intending, no doubt, to take them on their 
return. . . . We lost much by not understanding the language of these natives, 
for one of the girls said a great deal to us; she talked a long time with 
extraordinary volubility, though she must have perceived that we could not 
understand her meaning ; no matter, she must talk. The others attempted more 
than once to charm us by their songs, with the modulation of which I was 
singularly struck from the great analogy of the tunes to those of the Arabs in Asia 
Minor. Several times two sang the same tune at once, but always a third above 
the other, forming a concord of the greatest exactness. Soon after we reached the 
entrance of the port, two of the girls followed the different windings of the shore 
without mistrust, at a distance from the other natives, with three of our sailors, 
who took the opportunity to treat them with a degree of freedom, which was 
received in a very different manner from what they had hoped. The young women 
immediately flew to the rocks projecting into the sea, and appeared ready to leap 
into the water and swim away if our men had followed them.” 

Ten years after the visit of the French discovery ships, under command of 
D’Entrecasteaux, another French expedition, consisting of two ships and a corvette, 
under command of Commodore Baradin, anchored off Port Cygnet, near the 
entrance to D’Entrecasteaux’s Channel, on 13th January, 1802. There were several 
scientific gentlemen with this expedition, including M. Peron, who published a 
history of the voyage, with an account of the natives of Tasmania, and some well 
executed pictorial illustrations of the people and their habits, It is the last record & 
of the interesting race before the British settlement was formed, and is worthy of 
preservation here, as Peron’s work is out of print. The natives were on the beach 
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It is probable that there is an air of sentimentalism, incident to their 
national character, in these records of the French naturalists who visited Tasmania 
when the island was little known; but their accounts of the manners and habits of 
the aboriginal race accord with those of Cook and Flinders. The latter was the 
discoverer of Bass Strait, when, in 1798, he circumnavigated the island—after 
Labillardiére’s and before Peron’s visit—on which occasion he met with natives at 
the Derwent. Flinders writes: “Our attention was suddenly called from contem- 
plating the country by the sound of a human voice coming from the hills. There 
were three people; and as they would not comply with our signs to them to come 
down, we landed and went up to them, taking with us a swan. Two women ran 
off, but a man, who had two or three spears in his hand, stayed to receive us, and 
aceepted the swan with rapture. He seemed entirely ignorant of muskets, nor did 
anything excite his desire or attention except the swan and the red kerchiefs on 
our necks. He knew, however, that we came from the sloop, and where it was 
lying. . . . The quickness with which he comprehended our signs spoke in 
favour of his intelligence.” Flinders had made his grand discovery of the insular 
position of the island, and probably on that account was anxious to return to 
Sydney with his report ; for he parted with the black in order to save the flood- 
tide; but he remarks that “he was a short, slight man of middle age, with a 
countenance more expressive of benignity and intelligence than of the ferocity or 
stupidity which generally characterised the other natives (of Australia ;) and his 
features were less flattened, or negro-like, than theirs.” 

The aboriginal inhabitants of Tasmania are now extinct. For this reason we 
have deemed it desirable to transcribe in a collective form all that was known of 
them before the white men settled in their country, in order that the peaceful, 
simple, and happy life they led prior to that event, may be contrasted with the sad 
story of their subsequent career, Before we proceed, however, to narrate the 
history of their degradation and final extinction, we shall refer to some incidents 
which occured after the British settlements at the Derwent and the Tamar were 
established—incidents which will further illustrate the native character. 

In December, 1815, Captain James Kelly circumnavigated the island in a 
whaleboat with four men. He came upon several parties of blacks on the south 

_and west coasts to whom the whites were unknown, except, perhaps, from the 
reports of other tribes. On the coast opposite De Witt’s Isles he and his crew 
landed for the night. ‘‘hey were received in a friendly manner by a large number 
of natives, who brought down their women and children to see the strangers—an 
act which Kelly regarded as a token of confidence and friendship. In the vicinity 
of Port Davy they landed on the following day on a low grassy island near the 
mainland. ‘Here (Kelly says in his diary) we fell in with two aborigines ; they 
seemed very much alarmed at seeing us. They were above six feet high; their 
stomachs very large, legs and arms very thin; and they seemed as if they were 
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nearly starved. We gave them two black swans, and they seemed delighted with 
the present.” Kelly was the discoverer of Port Davey and Macquarie Harbour, on 
the 17th and 28th December, 1815. On pulling into the Narrows at the latter 
place the parties heard “a large number of natives shouting and making a great 
noise, as if they were hunting kangaroo.” The air was dense with smoke along the 
coast, and consequently this party of natives did not see the visitors. On the 
following day, however, the boat was beached on the coast farther to the north, 
when, on landing and making a fire, they “ were accosted by six huge men, black 
natives, each of them above six feet high, and very stout made. They had each 
one spear in their right hands, and two in their left. They were quite naked, and 
appeared ready for war or mischief.” They had probably never seen a white man 
before, and the boat’s crew were alarmed at the approach of those sable warriors. 
They held up some black swans, and a wombat, which they had in the boat ; the 
natives were delighted, and came nearer, when it was observed that each had a 
spear between the great toe of each of their feet, which they dragged along the 
ground. They parted with all their spears for the wombat and four swans, 
appearing much pleased with the bargain they had made, and went away “ holding 
up one hand each as a sign of friendship.” On 4th January, 1816, Captain Kelly 
rounded Cape Grim and steered for Hunter's Island. Here they landed, when an 
encounter with natives took place, which Kelly describes as follows :—“ We landed 
on the point opposite to the mainland on a large plot of pebble stones, to boil our 
kettle and take a rest. There were a great many fires along the shore, and we 
kept the boat and arms ready in case of an attack from the natives. Toombs and 
Jones were left to take care of the boat and to have the arms in readiness. We 
had just lighted a fire, when we perceived a large body of natives, at least fifty in 
number, standing on the edge of the bush about fifty yards from us. They were all 
armed with spears and waddies. We immediately brought the arms from the boat, 
and put ourselves into a state of defence. They began to advance slowly towards 
us near the fire. We held up our pieces, and made signs to them not to come any 
closer. They held up their spears in return, accompanying their movements with 
loud laughing. They jeered at us, as if they thought we were afraid of their 
formidable band. We thought it desirable to retreat to the boat, when suddenly 
they laid down their weapons in the edge of the bush, and each holding up both 
hands as if they did not mean any mischief, at the same time making signs to 
us to lay down our arms, which we did to satisfy them; for if we had retreated 
quickly to the boat, it was probable they would have killed every one of us before 
we could have got out of range of their spears. The natives then began to come to 
us, one by one, holding up their hands to show they had no weapons, but we kept 
a good look-out that they had no spears between their toes, as on a former occasion. 
They had none. There were twenty-two came to the fire We made signs to them 


that no more should be allowed to come. Upon that being understood, two others 
P 
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came from the bush together. One of them seemed to be a chief, a stout, good- 
looking man, about six feet high, and apparently 30 years of age ; the other an old 
man, about six feet seven inches high, with scarcely a bit of flesh on his bones. 
When the chief came, he ordered them all to sit down on the ground, which they 
did, and formed a sort of circle round the fire. The chief ordered the old man to 
dance and sing, as if to amuse us, which he did, making ugly faces, and putting 
himself into most singular attitudes. While the old man was engaged in his 
dancing and singing, we found it was only to divert our attention from what the 
chief and his men were doing. He ordered them to gather pebble-stones about the 
size of hen’s eggs, and put them between their legs as they sat, for the purpose, as 
we apprehended, of making an attack. Our men began to get alarmed, expecting 
some mischief would be done. We planned it that we would give them a few 
swans, and get off as well as we could. Briggs brought two. swans from the boat, 
one under each arm. When the chief saw them he rushed at Briggs to take the 
swans from him, but did not succeed. He then ordered his men to give us a 
volley of stones, which they did, he giving the time in most beautiful order, 
swinging his arms three times, and at each swing calling ‘Yah! yah! yah!’ and 
a severe volley it was. I had a large pair of duelling pistols in my pocket, loaded 
with two balls each, and seeing there was no alternative I fired amongst them, 
which dispersed them ; the other I fired after them as they ran away. Two of them 
dragged Briggs along the ground a little distance to get the swans from him, but 
were not successful. The chief and his men ran into the bush, and were quickly 
out of sight. On looking round after they had all scampered we found the six feet 
seven inches gentleman lying on his back on the ground. We thought, of course, 
he was dead, but on turning him over to examine his wounds, found he had not a 
blemish on him. His pulse was going at 130. It must have been the reports of 
the pistols which frightened him. We set him on his feet to see if he could walk ; 
he opened his eyes and trembled very much. We led him a few feet towards the 
bush ; he stood up straight, looked round him, and took one jump towards the 
scrub—the next leap he was out of sight. As soon as he was lost to our view, the 
hills around echoed with shouts of joy from the voices of men, women, and 
children. We measured the first jump the old man took—it was exactly eleven 
feet, but the second must have been more, for they were more like the jumps of a 
kangaroo than a man,” At this period bands of escaped sailors and convicts had 
taken possession of some of the islands in Bass Strait. Peron met with a party 
of them, in 1802, as far west as King’s Island. These men were afterwards 
known as “sealers.” One of their chief employments was that of kidnapping 
the native women from their tribes on the north coast of Tasmania. It is said 
that they practised every degree of falsehood and deceit to get possession of the 
women and carry them away in their boats. Sometimes the women were 
persuaded to go voluntarily, but more frequently they were purchased from their 
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their right ready for the attack. The seals seemed very cautious, now and then 
lifting up their heads and looking round, scratching themselves as before, and lying 
down again; the women still imitating every movement as nearly as possible. 
After they had lain upon the rocks for nearly an hour, the sea occasionally washing 
over them (as they were quite naked, we could not tell the meaning of their 
remaining so long,) all of a sudden the women rose up on their seats, their clubs 
lifted up at arms’ length, each struck a seal on the nose and killed him ; in an 
instant they all jumped up, as if by magic, and killed one more each. After giving 
the seals several blows on the head, and securing them, they commenced laughing 
aloud and began dancing. They each dragged a seal into the water, and swam 
with it to the rock upon which we were standing, and then went back and brought 
another each, making twelve seals, the skins of which were worth one pound each 
in Hobart Town.” When Kelly and his party were about to take leave of the 
natives they seemed sorrowful at the prospect of parting from their white visitors. 
The chief asked Briggs not to go until they had a dance, which Kelly thus describes 
in his journal :—“ The whole mob of them—about three hundred in number— 
formed a line in three divisions, the men and women forming two of them, and the 
children another, Tolobunganah then gave the signal to commence the dance, and 
it was a most singular one. ‘The women in the centre division began a song, and 
joining their hands, formed a circle, dancing round the heap of dead seals. They 
then threw themselves upon the ground, putting themselves into the most grotesque 
attitudes, beating the lower parts of their bodies with their hands, and kicking the 
sand over each other with their feet. The loud laughter of the men and children 
evidenced their gratification with the sport ; and the women having sat down, the 
children went through a similar dance. The men then commenced a sort of sham 
fight with spears and waddies, dancing afterwards round the heap of seals, and 
sticking their spears into them as if they were killing them. This game lasted 
about an hour. ‘olo then informed us that the dance was over.” 

There are no further records extant of the manners and customs of the 
Tasmanian blacks before their tribes were driven from their hunting grounds and 
scattered. Occasionally, in after years, they displayed some traits of their original 
habits; but very seldom, indeed, for their tribal independence had ceased—they 
were fugitives collected together from different tribes or families in remote parts 
of the forest, and, at last, were in captivity on a cheerless isle, away from 
their native haunts. Mr. James Backhouse, who visited them at Flinders Island, 
after all who survived had been brought in and transported thither, gives an 
account of a dance which he had witnessed there. “ After sunset they had a 
‘corrobery,’ or dance round a fire, which they kept up until midnight, in testimony 
of their pleasure. In these dances the aborigines represented certain events, or 
the manners of different animals; they had a horse dance and emu dance, a 
thunder and lightning dance, and many others. In their horse dance they formed 
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a string, moving in a circle, in a half stooping posture, holding by each other's 
loins, one man at the same time going along as if reining in the others, and a 
woman, as driver, striking them gently as they passed. Sometimes their motions 
were extremely rapid, but they carefully avoided treading upon one another, In 
the emu dance they placed one hand behind them, and alternately put the other to 
the ground and raised it above their heads as they passed slowly round the fire, 
imitating the motion of the head of the emu when feeding. In the thunder and 
lightning dance they moved their feet rapidly, bringing them to the ground with 
great force, so as to produce a loud noise, and make such a dust as to render it 
necessary for spectators to keep to windward of the group. Each dance ended 
with a loud shout, like a last effort of exhausted breath. The exertion used made 
them very warm, and occasionally one or other of them plunged into the adjacent 
lagoon. One of their chiefs stood by to direct them, and now and then turned to 
the bystanders and said: ‘Narra coopa corrobery’ (very good dance,) evidently 
courting applause.” 

It is not certain whether the natives were acquainted with the method of 
procuring fire from wood by means of friction, The process, applied to the hard 
woods of the country, would doubtless be a difficult one, which reason alone would 
account for the fact that they carried embers, or torches of bark, when they moved 
from place to place. They had abundance of food when Tasmania was their own, 
consisting chiefly of fish and kangaroo, of which there was a great abundance. The 
women, as usual, in most uncivilised races, were more industrious providers than 
the men. Labillardiére relates an interesting story of their industry : ‘ Hitherto 
we had but a faint idea of the pains the women take to prepare the food requisite 
for the subsistence of their families. They each took a basket, and were followed 
by their daughters, who did the same. Getting on the rocks that projected into 
the sea, they plunged from them to the bottom in search of shell-fish. When they 
had been down some time we became very uneasy on their account ; for where they 
had dived were seaweeds of great length, and we feared they might have been 
entangled in these so as to be unable to regain the surface again. At length, 
however, they appeared, and convinced us that they were capable of remaining 
under water twice as long as our ablest divers. An instant was sufficient for them 
to take breath, and then they dived again. This they did repeatedly till their 
baskets were nearly full. . . . On-seeing the large lobsters (crayfish) we were 
afraid they must have wounded these poor women terribly with their large claws, 
but we soon found they had taken the precaution to kill them as soon as they 
caught them. They quitted the water only to bring their husbands the fruits of 
their labours, and frequently returned almost immediately to their diving till they 
had procured a sutlicient meal for their families. At other times they stayed a little 
time to warm themselves, with their faces towards the fire, on which the fish were 
roasting, and other little fires burning behind them, that they might be warmed on 
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all sides at once. It seemed as if they were unwilling to lose a moment’s time, for 
while they were warming themselves they were employed roasting fish, some of 
which they laid on the coals with the utmost caution, though they took little care 
of the lobsters, which they threw anywhere into the fire, and when they were ready 
they divided the claws among the men and children, reserving the body for them- 
selves, which they sometimes ate before they returned into the water.” 

The Tasmanian natives were never known to indulge in the revolting 
practice of cannibalism. They were too gentle and patriarchal in their habits to 
countenance such a savage propensity. Perhaps the abundance of food induced a 
life of greater contentment than that which characterised most of the savages of the 
Pacific islands. They burned their dead on a funeral pile—a custom which was 
observed both before and after British settlement on the island. It was noticed by 
the French of D’Entrecasteaux’s expedition, in 1792, and again by Peron in 1802, 
who describes and gives a drawing of a cone which he saw on Maria Island erected 
over the ashes of the dead. The cone was built of poles and bark in the form of a 
pyramid, which Peron considered graceful, elegant, and picturesque. Mr. G. A. 
Robinson, the Protector of the aborigines, witnessed the cremation of a man and 
wife on Bruny Island in 1829, The wife’s death is recorded in Robinson’s journal : 
— Made her some tea and returned to my quarters. The husband soon followed 
me, his cheeks wet with tears. He said: ‘ Luberer lowgerner un-wence’ (wife sleep 
by fire.) He stopped half an hour. I made him some tea for his children, and 
asked him if he would take his luberer any. He said: ‘ Zea no ailly, parmatter, 
panmertlia line-ner, no ailly’ (tea no good, potatoes, bread, water no good.) Shortly 
after I met him coming towards my quarters with his two children, kangaroo 
skins, &c. At about one hundred yards distant I saw a large fire. It immediately 
occurred to me that his wife was dead, and that the fire I then saw was her funeral 
pile. Iasked him where his luberer was. He replied: ‘ Loggeenee, uenee’ (dead, 
in the fire.”) The husband died broken-hearted a fortnight after his wife, and 
Robinson thus describes the disposal of his remains :—“ The other natives were 
sitting around, and some were employed in gathering grass. They then bent the 
legs back against the thigh, and bound them round with twisted grass. Each arm 
was bent together and bound round above the elbow. The funeral pile was made 
by placing some dry wood at the bottom, on which they laid dry bark, then placed 
more dry wood, raising it about two feet six inches from the ground. A quantity 
of dry bark was then laid upon the logs, upon which they laid the corpse, arching 
the whole over with dry wood, men and women assisting in kindling the fire, after 
which they went away, and did not approach it any more that day. On the 
following day they collected any remains and burned them ; finally they scraped 
the ashes together and covered it over with grass and sticks.” 

The natives were timid during the darkness of the night, and full of super- 
stitious dread of any evil spirit. They disliked to speak of their deceased friends 
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and relations. They always went to rest at dusk, rising at midnight or in the early 
morning, when they passed the remainder of the time before daylight in singing, in 
order (as they thought) to keep away the evil spirit. They believed in the existence 
of both a good and an evil spirit ; and, according to some authorities, they had a 
faint conception of a future state. In their primitive condition they lived—as the 
narratives of Labillarditre and Peron show—in simplicity and contentment, They 
had not acquired the knowledge of forming canoes out of logs of wood, but made 
catamarans, by means of which they crossed rivers and bays, and frequently visited 
Hunter’s, Maria, and Bruny Islands. The French navigators found a catamaran 
in Adventure Bay, made of pieces of bark and held together by cords of grass. 
Another was found at Maria Island, capable of holding half a dozen persons, and 
strong enough to resist a moderate sea. Some of them had sharp bows ; they were 
propelled by paddles, but these were without blades. Rude huts, or breakwinds, 
made of boughs and bark, were occasionally met with on the southern and western 
sides of the island. Mr. Calder saw a bark hut, on the inside walls of which were 
several rude drawings in charcoal of a kangaroo, an emu, and a battle scene. The 
spear of the natives was a long tea-tree pole of about ten feet in length. Although 
they were not a warlike people, they were skilful in the use of the spear. An 
instance is recorded of a native who had been captured; he put a crayfish ona 
spear, and pierced it with another spear at a distance of sixty yards 

We must now turn to that period in the history of the native race when a 
great change took place in their life and habits, and all was dark and gloomy in the 
young British settlement. The first party of white people who came to reside on 
the island landed from Sydney, in August, 1803, on the banks of the Derwent, a 
little higher up the river than the site afterwards chosen for the city of Hobart. 
There were some soldiers under command of a Lieutenant Bowen, a small party of 
convicts, a few free settlers, and a doctor. The place was named Risdon. Some 
rough cottages had been erected, and the little settlement was fairly estab- 
lished before the natives appeared. With their first interview, which was quite 
unexpected and unprovoked on their part, a murderous assault was committed 
upon them by the soldiers, which marked the commencement of a series of 
hostilities which continued until the whole. race were either murdered or captured. 
The outlying huts on the settlement were occupied by three persons named Clark, 
Burke, and White. The latter was engaged one day hoeing some ground near the 
river, when he heard the sound of voices, and saw a large body of natives, 
numbering at least three hundred, shouting and approaching rapidly down the hill 
as they drove a herd of kangaroos before them. They had no spears with them, 
but carried waddies (short, thick hunting clubs,) and their women and children 
accompanied them. White’s account of the affair was given some years later in 
evidence before a commission of inquiry. He stated that when he first saw about 
three hundred natives coming down the tiers in a semicircle—men, women, and 
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children—with a flock of kangaroos in front of them, he ran down the creek and 
reported them to some soldiers, and then returned to his work. The natives did 
not threaten him, nor was he afraid of them. They did not attack the soldiers, but 
the latter commenced to fire at them, and many were slaughtered and wounded— 
he could not state how many. ‘They never came so close again afterwards. They 
had no spears with them, only waddies. Another witness named Evans, belonging 
to the Risdon party, was examined by the committee. He was not present at the 
time of the firing, but was on the ground immediately afterwards, and learned the 
news. He was told that when the blacks came down in a large body they did not 
show any hostile intentions, but appeared to be hunting kangaroo. He never 
heard that they interrupted anyone, but were fired upon by the soldiers. He did 
not know who ordered the firing, or how many were killed, but he had heard that 
there were men, women, and children. The report of the committee records the 
melancholy fact that “a lamentable encounter did at this time take place, in which 
the number of slain—men, women, and children—have been estimated as high as 
fifty.” This horrible slaughter of an innocent and unoffending people is perhaps 
the darkest deed in colonial history. Mr. W. C. Wentworth, who published a 
description of New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land in 1819, thus alludes to 
the affair:—“ The spirit of animosity and revenge, which this unmerited and 
atrocious act of barbarity engendered, has been fostered and aggravated to the 
highest pitch by the incessant encounters that have subsequently taken place 
between them and the whites.” It was not until the year 1830, when Colonel 
Arthur was Governor, that an official inquiry was made, and the facts were 
recorded. 

For some years following this tragedy the blacks kept away from the British 
settlement at the Derwent ; but they were not permitted to remain undisturbed in 
their forest haunts. Before the first Governor (Collins) had been long in the 
colony, the new settlement suffered severely from an unexpected famine. New 
South Wales had been growing grain on the Hawkesbury plains in sufficient 
quantity to supply the southern colony as well as herself. In 1806, heavy rains 
occurred ; the Hawkesbury plains were flooded for miles, and all the grain, with 
barns, cattle, sheep, and many homesteads were carried away in the flood-waters, 
which rose to a height of sixty feet in a few hours. In consequence of this 
misfortune there was a great famine. There was no possibility of supplying the 
Tasmanians with meat or breadstuffs from New South Wales, so that they were 
entirely thrown on their own resources, which consisted only of sufficient meat and 
flour for afew weeks. A succession of disasters followed. The wheat crops failed for 
two years running, and the settlements at the Derwent and Tamar were bordering 
on absolute starvation. All the maize, wheat and barley had been consumed, and 
there was not a pound of beef or pork left in the Commissariat stores, The 
Government, unable to feed the convicts, of whom numbers of the worst class had 
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documents of the colony were mysteriously destroyed. The first record which has 
been handed down is a memorandum book, in which is an entry of the following 
Government Order, bearing date 29th January, 1810 :—* There being great reason to 
fear that William Russell and George Gelley will be added to the number of unfor- 
tunate men who have been put to death by the natives, in revenge for the 
murders and abominable cruelties which have been practised upon them by 
the white people, the Lieutenant Governor, aware of the evil consequences 
that must result to the settlement if such cruelties are continued, and abhorring 
the conduct of those miscreants who perpetrate them, hereby declares that 
any person whomsoever, who shall offer violence to a native, or who shall in 
cool blood murder, or cause any of them to be murdered, shall, on proof being 
made of the same, be dealt with and proceeded against as if such violence had 
heen offered, or murder committed, on a civilised person.” This proclamation 
did not have the desired effect. Governor Collins died two months after it was 
issued, and it was nearly three years before his successor was appointed, the 
government of the colony in the meantime devolving upon military officers. 
When the next Governor did reach Hobart, there was no improvement 
made in the social condition of the colony. He was a man unfit to govern ; 
and, as a consequence, the unfortunate natives. still suffered violence at the 
hands of their unprincipled oppressors. Nevertheless, many instances occurred, 
showing the docile and confiding nature of the blacks in cases where kindly 
disposed settlers, living in isolated parts of the country, treated them in a 
friendly or humane manner. As soon as they discovered these traits in the 
white settler they became his friends, frequently assisting in the light work of 
the farm, notifying the movements of bushrangers, and bartering kangaroos for 
bread and mutton. In such cases they respected the rights of property, and 
were never known to betray the confidence reposed in them. The white chil- 
dren played with those of the blacks; boys and young men went out into the 
bush on hunting excursions, accompanied by the natives ; gentlemen who had shown 
kindness to them could take a journey, leaving their wives and families unpro- 
tected, so long as there were no bushrangers in the neighbourhood. But these 
were only exceptional cases. The quick ear, the watchful eye, and the sharpened 
spear of the native were, as a rule, called into action to protect himself and 
his family from wanton assault—and too often without avail; for not only the 
numerous gangs of outlaws who infested the country, but frequently the sons 
and servants of the settlers shot them down without provocation. The historian, 
West, gives a brief, but vivid picture of the practices of the whites :—‘“ The 
wounded were brained ; the infant cast into the flames ; the bayonet was driven 
into the quivering flesh; the social fire, around which the natives gathered 
to slumber, became before morning their funeral pile.” Melville, an early colo- 
nist and newspaper proprietor, wrote :—“In this riot of wildness, favourable in 
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its very existence to the display of our worst attributes, how have they been 
treated? Worse than dogs, or even beasts of prey—hunted from place to 
place; shot; their families torn from them; the mother snatched from her 
children, to become the victim of the lust and cruelty of their civilised 
‘Christian’ neighbours.” And the first Bishop of Tasmania, who took a great 
interest in the wretched survivors, wrote at a later period: —“ There are many 
cases on record which make us blush for humanity when we read them, and 
forbid us to wonder that the maddened savage’s indiscriminate fury should 
not only have refused to recognise the distinction between friend and foe, 
but have taught him to regard each white man as an intruding enemy who 
must be got rid of at any cost.” 

In vain did the Government endeavour to deter the white people from 
acts of cruelty which provoked retaliation on the part of the natives, and 
which resulted in terrible murders on both sides. Two years after Sorell, 
the third Governor, arrived in the colony (1819,) he found that matters were 
going from bad to worse. Frequent proclamations had been issued, warning 
the inhabitants that any person found guilty of murdering, or otherwise un- 
lawfully molesting a native, would be dealt with in precisely the same manner 
as he would in the case of committing the same offence on a British subject. 
In 1819, Governor Sorell issued a Public Order, as follows :—* From infor- 
mation received by his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, there seems reason 
to apprehend that outrages have been recently perpetrated against some of 
the native people in the remote country adjoining the River Plenty... . 
Upon this subject, which the Lieutenant-Governor considers of the highest 
importance, as well to humanity as to the peace and security of the Settle- 
ment, his Honour cannot omit addressing the settlers. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is aware that many of the settlers and stock-keepers consider the natives as 
a hostile people, seeking, without provocation, opportunities to destroy them 
and their stock; and towards whom attempts at forbearance or conciliation 
would be useless. It is, however, most certain that if the natives were intent 
upon destruction of this kind, and if they were incessantly to watch for oppor- 
tunities of effecting it, the mischief done by them to the owners of sheep 
and cattle, which are now dispersed for grazing over so great a part of the 
interior country, would be increased one-hundredfold. But so far from any 
systematic plan for destroying the stock, or people being pursued by the native 
tribes, their meetings with the herdsmen generally appear to be accidental ; 
and it is the opinion of the best informed persons who have been longest in 
the Settlement, that the former are seldom the assailants, and that, when they 
ave, they act under the impression of recent injuries done to some of them by 
the white people. It is undeniable that, in many former instances, cruelties 
have been perpetrated repugnant to humanity and disgraceful to the British 
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character, while few attempts can be traced on the part of the colonists to 
conciliate the native people, or to make them sensible that peace and 
forbearance are the objects desired. The impressions received from earlier 
inquiries are kept up by the occasional outrages of miscreants whose sense of 
crime is so remote as to render detection difficult, and who sometimes wantonly 
set fire to and kill the men, and at other times pursue the women for the 
purpose of compelling them to abandon their children. This last outrage is 
perhaps the most certain of all to excite in the sufferers a strong thirst 
for revenge against all white men, and to incite the natives to take vengeance 
indiscriminately, according to the general practice of an uncivilised people, 
when in their migrations they fall in with the herds and stockmen. It is 
not only those who perpetrated such enormities against a people comparatively 
defenceless that suffer ; all the owners of stock and their servants are involved 
in the consequences brought on by the wanton and criminal acts of a few, 
From the conduct of the native people when free from any feeling of injury 
towards those who have sought intercourse with them, there is strong reason 
to hope that they might be conciliated. On the north-east coast, where 
boats occasionally touch, and at Macquarie Harbour, where the natives have 
been lately seen, they have been found unsuspicious and peaceable, manifesting 
no disposition to injure; and they are known to be equally inoffensive in 
places where the stock-keepers treat them with mildness and forbearance. A 
careful avoidance, on the part of the settlers and stockmen, of conduct tending 
to excite suspicion of intended injury, and a strict forbearance from all acts 
or appearances of hostility, except when rendered indispensable for positive self- 
defence, or the preservation of the stock, may yet remove from the minds 
of the native people the impressions left by past cruelties; so that the meet- 
ings between them and the colonists, which the extension of the grazing grounds 
and progressive occupation of the country must render yearly more frequent, 
may be injurious to neither, and these mischiefs may be prevented. 

“To effect this object is no less the interest than the duty of the 
settlers and the stockmen; to bring to condign punishment anyone who shall 
be open to proof of having destroyed or maltreated any of the native people 
(not strictly in self-defence) will be the duty and is the determination of the 
Lieutenant-Goyernor, supported by the Magistracy, and by the assistance of 
all just and well disposed settlers. With a view to prevent the coutinuance 
of the cruelty before mentioned, of depriving the natives of their children, 
it is hereby ordered that the resident Magistrates at the Districts of Pitt- 
water and Coal River, and the District Constables in all the other Districts, 
do forthwith take an account of all the native youths and children which 
are resident with any of the settlers or stock-keepers, stating from whom 
and in what manner they were obtained. The same Magistrates and District 
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Constables are in future to take an account of any native person or child 
which shall come to be brought into their district or country adjoining, together 
with the circumstances attending it. These reports are to be transmitted 
to the Secretary’s Office, Hobart Town. No person whatever will be allowed 
to retain possession of a native youth or child, unless it shall be clearly 
proved that the consent of the parents had been given, or that the child 
had been found in a state to demand shelter and protection, in which case 
the person into whose hands it may fall is immediately to report the circum- 
stances to the nearest Magistrate or Constable. All native youths and children 
who shall be known to be with any of the settlers or stock-keepers, unless 
so accounted for, will be removed to Hobart Town, where they will be supported 
and instructed at the charge, and under the direction of the Government.” 

This important Government order had little or no effect, The bush- 
rangers, shepherds, and stockmen held laws, rules, and regulations in open 
defiance, They continued to kidnap the native girls, and to oppress the 
tribes in a most inhuman manner. Horrible tales were told of these abomin- 
able deeds by the perpetrators themselves, many of whom were in the habit 
of boasting of the part they took in annihilating the aboriginal inhabitants. 
One young man, the son of a wealthy settler, told the writer of some shock- 
ing tragedies in which he had taken a leading part. On one occasion the 
natives had speared some of this man’s cattle in retaliation for previous wrongs. 
It was the custom of the sons and servants of the settler to lie in ambush for 
“a mob” of native women and girls, and to seize and carry away the younger 
ones whenever an opportunity offered. Instinctively the women fled, in terror 
of being captured; but, as time went on, they discovered too often that their 
flight was arrested by the deadly bullet ; and, in order to save their lives, they 
sometimes yielded to the brutal grasp of the captor. These acts produced 
retaliation on the part of the natives, who avenged their wrongs by spearing the 
sheep and cattle on the runs. Our informant told his story thus :—* As soon 
as evening approached, I mustered our men to watch for the resting-place of 
the natives on the tiers. We had six muskets in good working order, and a 
good supply of ammunition, with ball and heavy slugs. The men posted them- 
selves in good positions for making observations; and at last, in the grey 
twilight, one of them detected a light smoke rising from a gully two miles 
distant. We carefully noted the spot and waited until near midnight, when we 
all sallied out together in search of our game. We took no dogs with us, lest 
they might be heard by the watchful dogs of the natives. Keeping the open 
country we soon reached the tier, and proceeded stealthily along until we 
stood over the little gully, from whence we then distinctly saw the smoke 
arising. It was now necessary to move along as quietly as possible ; and, by 
observing every precaution, we succeeded in getting a pretty near view of 
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the lighted fire, with a mob of natives and their dogs fast asleep around it. 
Having arranged our muskets and pistols for the fray, the former being 
loaded with heavy charges of slug and grape shot, we all six noiselessly 
approached to within a few yards of the wretches, when all of a sudden 
the dogs gave the alarm by raising a great commotion and furious barking. 
The natives were on their feet like electricity, but they looked stupefied, and 
never attempted to run. It would have been all the same if they had, for 
we had them nearly all under cover of our guns, which we discharged at 
once, and dropped some eight or ten like crows. Then there was a_ jolly 
scramble to make off, but we dropped a few more as they bolted away 
into the scrub. Our night’s sport made a dozen less natives, whom we left 
there to rot, and we sent away several wounded.” It is a very remarkable 
fact—and one that points to a Supreme Avenger of innocent blood—that 
those sons of early colonists who habitually indulged in lawless deeds of 
vice and crime seldom succeeded in after life: they became gamblers, drunkards, 
suicides—and no wonder that a heavier curse than that of Cain should have 
rested upon them. 

The bushrangers were, if possible, a greater terror to the natives. It 
is on record that one party of those outlaws was in the habit of binding 
them to trees, and using them as targets for practice. Another bushranger 
“killed a blackfellow, seized his gin (wife,) then cutting off the man’s head, 
the brute fastened it round the wife’s neck, and drove the weeping victim 
to his den. The bushrangers Dunn and Michael Howe committed many 
atrocious murders. Mr. Bonwick, the indefatigable explorer of old records, 
relating to the life and extinction of the Tasmanian aboriginies, has given 
some heartrending accounts of the abominable cruelties of the whites, some 
of which are too horrible to relate. “We came upon them (he says) as 
evil genii, and blasted them with the breath of our presence. We broke up 
their home circles. We arrested their laughing corroborree. We turned their 
song into weeping, and their mirth to sadness.” Mr. Backhouse relates that 
one party, in pursuit of the blacks, killed thirty in capturing eleven. Quamby’s 
Bluff, in the Deloraine district, was so called from a poor hunted savage 
who was caught there falling upon his knees and shrieking out— “ Quamby! 
Quamby !” (mercy! mercy!) A magistrate of the colony told Mr. Bonwick 
of the spearing of one of his servants near Macquarie River. A company 
of soldiers went in pursuit of the supposed murderers. Falling in with a 
tribe around their night-fires, in a gully at the back of the river, they shot 
indiscriminately. Many were slain, but the Government made no inquiry 
into the affair. An eye-witness described a similar attack in the night :-—*One 
man was shot, and the others got away: the party went up to the fires, 
found a large number of waddies and spears, and an infant sprawling on 
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the ground, which one of the party pitched into the fire.” In 1827 a man 
was killed by the natives. The neighbouring settlers chased the criminals, 
and according to the newspaper of the day, “They report that there must 
be about sixty of them killed and wounded.” <A party of soldiers and con- 
stables “‘got a number of natives between two perpendicular rocks, and killed 
seventy of them, dragging the women and children out of the crevices of 
the rocks, and dashing out their brains.” Night-time, as we have already 
said, was the opportunity of the dastardly white man to reap his harvest 
of blood. Filled with superstitious dread, trembling and _ terrified, the poor 
savage, naturally of a meek and affectionate disposition, fell an easy victim 
of brutal passion and unmerciful revenge. The testimonies of numbers of 
writers all concur in condemning the barbarous conduct of the white people. The 
Rey. Doctor Lang narrates one of the many tragic acts that were perpetrated 
during that reign of terror which lasted for twenty-five years: “A spot was 
pointed ont to me afew years ago in the interior of the island where seventeen 
had been shot in cold blood. They had been bathing, in the heat of a sum- 
mer’s day, in the deep pool of a river, in a sequestered and romantic glen, 
when they were suddenly surprised by a party of armed colonists who had 
secured the passes, and I believe not one of them was left to tell the 
tale. A convict bushranger who was hanged a few years ago for crimes 
committed against the European inhabitants of the colony, confessed, when 
under sentence of death, that he had actually been in the habit of shooting 
the black natives to feed his dogs.” 

But this carnival of blood was not confined exclusively to the whites. 
The natives, maddened by a spirit of revenge, made desperate efforts to exter- 
minate their oppressors. Regardless of friend or foe, they watched the 
homesteads of inoffensive settlers, who, if they ventured away to inspect 
their stock on the runs, or to take a journey, were waylaid and_ speared ; 
and then the blacks would return to the house for the purpose of attacking 
its inmates, who were barbarously murdered in many cases where the means 
of defence were inadequate. The walls of the setttlers’ dwelling-houses were 
usually made of logs, with wooden chimneys, and a roof of bark. In the 
walls were loopholes through which the inmates could fire in case of attack 
from the bushrangers or the natives. This method of defence afforded a 
certain amount of security when there were arms and ammunition inside ; 
but the wily blacks were in the habit of throwing torches of burning bark 
on to the roof, thus setting fire to the house and dislodging its inmates. Some 
instances of heroic resistance are recorded. The following incident was pub- 
lished at the time—and the writer received from the heroine herself an 
account of the adventure, with many thrilling tales of the native war. Our 
informant was the celebrated Dolly Dalrymple Briggs, the half-caste daughter 
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of Briggs who accompanied Captain Kelly in his whaleboat excursion round 
Tasmania. She was born in the year 1808, at one of the Straits Islands, 
to which place Briggs, who was then a sealer, had taken her mother, a 
young and handsome native of the Ringarooma tribe. Subsequently Briggs 
bronght his wife and half-caste children to Launceston, and Dolly, the eldest 
daughter, was brought up and edueated by a gentleman and lady in that 
town. Afterwards she became the wife of Mr. Thomas Johnson, a_ stock- 
keeper in one of western districts. Here, in 1831, Mrs. Johnson was attacked 
by the natives while Johnson was absent from home. There was no person 
in the hut but the mother and two female children. Hearing some voices, 
the elder child ran out, and had only proceeded a few paces when she 
uttered a loud shriek. The mother ran to the door with a musket in her 
hand, and found that her child had been speared. The spear had penetrated 
the upper part of the thigh, and was so firmly fixed in the flesh that it 
was removed with considerable difficulty. Retreating at once into the hut 
with her child, she secured the doors and windows, and, seizing her musket, 
proceeded to fire on the natives with duck shot, which was all she had. 
The natives protected themselves behind stumps and trees for a time; then 
they made a rush to the slab chimney, which they were in the act of pulling 
down, but one of the men got wounded by the fire from inside which Mrs, 
Johnson kept up as briskly as she could, and the blacks retreated for a 
time. They returned in about an hour with ‘a quantity of faggots which 
they had prepared for lighting and throwing on the roof of the hut in view 
of burning out the inmates. For several hours the would-be murderers were 
kept at bay by this brave woman, when at length the sudden appearance 
of Johnson, galloping towards the premises, and loudly cracking his stock- 
whip, dispersed them. A sad tale is recorded of the family of one Gough, 
who lived in a remote part of the interior, While he was from home one 
day the natives stole down the wooden chimney inta the hut, speared, and 
then brained the poor woman, and waddied the children, Taking what clothing 
and provisions they could find, they disappeared into the forest. When the 
father arrived home one of his girls was still alive, and he heard the shock- 
ing tale from her dying lips. On another occasion a farmhouse was attacked 
when the settler was from home. The wife, daughter, two sons, a servant, 
and a traveller were in the hut. They defended themselves successfully for 
some time, when the enraged natives set fire to the ‘thatch of the roof. 
At this moment a party of soldiers appeared through the -forest, and the 
hostile tribe fled. This reign of terrer was not confined to any particular 
locality. In every district of the colony the cry of the wounded and the 
wails of the widow and fatherless was heard, At Swanport, Fingal, York 
Plains, North Esk, Lovely Banks, Oatlands, Port Sorell—wherever there was 
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pursued after this crime, that he had to lie in concealment, but he was at 
length discovered and brought severely wounded to Hobart, where he and 
Black Jack were tried for murder, found guilty, and executed, 

Governor Arthur was pained by the horrible accounts that were per- 
petually coming to headquarters from the country districts. He was a 
firm and energetic man, experienced in military life, but he was moved by 
the tenderest sympathy for the unfortunate natives. In April, 1828, he pro- 
claimed a line of demarcation, in the hope of restraining intercourse between 
the whites and the coloured inhabitants. The tribes were to be driven back 
into that wild and inhospitable region on the western side of the island, 
where there were no hunting grounds, where there was but little food to 
sustain life, and where even the austerity of the climate was forbidding. 
Military posts were established along the line, across which neither party 
was to trespass, This attempt entirely failed. The tribes, who had been 
accustomed to the kangaroo walks on the verdant pastures of the eastern 
and midland districts, could not all be driven back over an imaginary line, 
beyond which were unproductive wilds and snow-clad mountain ranges; and 
those who were thus forced away consisted of mixed tribes, whose numbers 
had been decimated by fire and sword, and whose very dialects were strange 
to each other. ‘Thus the shattered fragments of a once contented and happy 
people, though they escaped in their new haunts the midnight raids of the 
murderer, led a life which was worse than death, T he natives soon disre- 
garded the Governor's proclamation, and preferred to go back to their accustomed 
hunting grounds, with all the dangers attached. Murders and outrages were 
of continual occurrence still, In November of the same year martial law 
was proclaimed against all the blacks who were found in the settled districts ; 
but the humane Governor was dissatisfied with harsh measures, and in view 
of civilising the tribes, offered a reward of five pounds for the capture of 
an adult, and two pounds for a child. Several “capture parties” engaged 
in this undertaking. They were to bring in the blacks with the least pos- 
sible loss of life, and the Governor would reward those who were successful 
with grants of land, in addition to the money to be paid for each capture. 

But it was unfortunately too late. A desire for retaliation and revenge 
was so deeply rooted in the black man’s heart that it was with difficulty 
any were captured without fighting and bloodshed. Mr. Bonwick says :— 
“So rancorous was the hatred of the natives against the whites, that every 
expedient was adopted to carry out their malevolent purpose, and torments 
were used with almost an Indian refinement of cruelty . . . The most abominable 
atrocities were perpetrated upon some victims’ bodies. But this was adopted 
for the purpose of exhibiting their deadly animosity against the Europeans 
for their treatment of the native women, and was a terrible retaliation for 


nla.obj-26767894 
National Library of Australia 


The jubilee history of Tasmania illustrated : with which is incorporated the early history of Victoria, 
biographical sketches & "Australian representative men" 


, 


THE HISTORY OF TASMANTA. 59 


similar cruelties practised upon the male blacks. Some of our countrymen 
were emasculated, and the dying were often given up to the torturing hands 
of the gins, who, with sharp stones, added poignancy to the last agony. Several 
bush hands have told me such stories, unfit for publication, but all evidencing 
the blacks’ deep-rooted spirit of revenge.” 

The capture parties were not, upon the whole, very successful. The 
names of Cotterell, M‘Kay, Sherwin, Howell, Parish, Anstey, Gilbert Robertson, 
Batman (afterwards the founder of the Colony of Victoria,) Jorgensen, and the 
afterwards celebrated conciliator of the whole race, George Augustus Robinson, 
were prominent in their efforts to capture the natives. These and a few others 
led bands of roving parties, who penetrated all parts of the island in search 
of the blacks, in view, not of destroying them, but of bringing them in 
alive. In 1829 Gilbert Robertson brought in the bold and powerful chief 
Eumurra, with four of his tribe, for which service he received a reward of 
1000 acres of land. Batman, born in New South Wales, was an expert 
bushman, and was known as the black man’s friend. He succeeded in captur- 
ing several natives. On one occasion he relates his adventure thus (18th 
September, 1829) :—‘ Seeing a number of natives approaching toward us, I ordered 
the men to lie down, and not to fire on them; but when I should whistle, 
to rush forward and seize them. When they approached within forty yards 
I gave the signal. We all ran forward, and secured three women, two young 
children, three boys, and two young men.” In another letter he told a sad 
tale of the state of the colony about this time. “I have just time to say 
that the natives last Thursday week murdered two men at Oyster Bay, and 
the next day they beat a sawyer to death. On the Sunday after, they 
murdered a soldier. On last Wednesday they attacked the house of Mr. 
Boultbee when he was absent; and had it not been for a soldier, who happened 
to be there, they would have murdered Mrs. Boultbee and all the children. 
Friday last they murdered three men at a hut belonging to Major Gray, 
and left the fourth for dead.” On a subsequent occasion, when he was 
searching the forests at the foot of Ben Lomond, Batman suddenly came 
upon a mob of seventy ferocious black warriors, belonging to mixed tribes. 
They immediately saluted him with a shower of spears, and followed it up 
by such a determined assault that he had to order a discharge of musketry. 
Fifteen were slain, and one woman and a child were made prisoners, After 
spending twelve months in pursuit of the natives, Batman was rewarded by 
a grant of 2000 acres of land. The other capture parties were more or less 
successful. It is said that over 200 were secured. ‘These were sent to 
Bruney Island, where they were placed in charge of a protector. 

Governor Arthur was not satisfied with the methods adopted by the 
roving parties. They carried firearms, and natives were frequently shot. 
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His Excellency therefore devised a scheme by which he hoped to drive the 
whole of the aborigines, or nearly all of them, on to an isthmus of land 
on the southern side of the island, called East Bay Neck. Here they would 
have no means of egress, except onward to Forestier’s Peninsula, where it 
was supposed they could be captured. The plan of action involved a large 
outlay on the part of the Government, and all the colonists were called 
upon to render assistance in carrying out the undertaking. The object aimed 
at was of vital interest to the inhabitants, for the colony was in a most 
alarming condition at the time. The bushrangers, owing to the clever tactics 
of the military Governor, had been almost exterminated; but from north to 
south, and east to west, a furious warfare was going on between the black 
and white races. The natives were being slaughtered in a wholesale man- 
ner—so much so that the remnants of the most formidable tribes had abandoned 
their hereditary haunts, and united together in positions which offered the 
best facilities for attacking the shepherds, stockmen, and the homesteads of 
the settlers. Instead of yielding in despair, they fondly hoped to drive out 
the foreigner, and regain supremacy in their beautiful island home. Their 
adverse fortunes and the sad experience they had gained in their intercourse 
with the whites had made them artful, cunning, treacherous, and full of 
revenge. It was therefore imperative that a desperate effort should be made 
to restore order, and put an end to the bloodshed which was destroying 
both the natives and the colonists. 

Arthur's proposal was to organise a force sufficient in number to form 
a cordon, or line, extending from east to west at the northern side of the 
island, each person being within hail of the next on either side, so that 
by advancing southward the natives would be driven in front, and ultimately 
secured on the peninsula, Some there were who ridiculed the idea of thus 
entrapping such a wily foe, but generally the inhabitants were delighted with 
any proposal that afforded a bare possibility of relief from the dangers that 
surrounded them. A public meeting was held at Hobart, and the people 
in both town and country resolved to support the movement. It was accordingly 
arranged that an attempt be made on a very costly and elaborate scale. 
The military consisted of about 800 men belonging to the 63rd, 40th, 57th, 
and 17th regiments. The plan of operation was designed by Governor Arthur, 
and was hartily responded to by the settlers, who prepared themselves to 
go out en masse, and render what service they could in the great under- 
taking. In addition to the settlers, their assigned servants were permitted 
to take the field and engage in the enterprise. The inhabitants of the towns, 
except those who were told off to guard those places from the attacks of 
bushrangers or natives, also took part. The military and the constabulary 
formed an important element in this great undertaking, known as the “ Black 
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commanding influence Mr. Robinson possessed over these singular people, 
that, at the first interview, Manalagana left his native wilds, and accompanied 
him on all Mr. Robinson’s missionary enterprises throughout the island, to 
whom he continued faithfully attached to the conclusion of his service in 1835,” 
Manalagana’s wife was TANLesovyer, who with her sister was originally 
stolen from their tribe by the sealers when children, and were held in 
bondage until released by Mr. Robinson in 1830, who proceeded to the 
Straits Islands in that year with an authority from the Governor to liberate 
all the black women involuntarily detained there. Mr. Duterrau says :— 
“anlebouyer was superior to the other natives, both in person and _intel- 
ligence, and possessed much dignity of manners, seldom participating in 
those frivolities the other indulged in. She was exceedingly attached to her 
husband. The feeling was mutual, for during the period of six years they 
were with Mr. Robinson they never quarrelled.” 

With these and other trusty followers, Mr. Robinson entered on his mission 
of conciliation. The year 1830 was spent in traversing the country, holding friendly 
interviews with the natives, presenting them with gifts, and persuading them to 
abandon their hostile feelings of revenge, and to place themselves under his protec- 
tion. Starting from Bruny Island, he landed at Recherche Bay, and proceeded 
overland with his blacks and three white men, the latter carrying firearms to be 
used only for procuring supplies of food, or for self-defence in case of an emergency. 
No natives were seen until the party reached Port Davey, on the south coast. Here 
a large number appeared in sight, but they fled at Robinson’s approach. He then 
sent forward some of his friendly blacks, who succeeded in holding an interview 
with the wild ones. One of the women found a long-lost brother with the tribe— 
a circumstance which greatly facilitated the work of the mission. The wild blacks 
arranged to meet Robinson on the following day. When they met they discovered 
that the white people carried muskets ; this excited supicion, and they withdrew, 
A meeting, however, was effected on the 21st January, which led to friendly inter- 
course. Robinson remained three weeks, travelling and camping with the savages 
during the whole of that time. He then moved on with his party to Macquarie 
Harbour, proceeding onward in a northerly direction to Cape Grim, and thence 
easterly to Circular Head and Emu Bay. During this long and difficult journey he 
met many tribes, and left impressions behind which were highly favourable to his 
future exploits. He also visited the Ringarooma country, whose native tribes had 
been greatly harassed by the sealers. Proceeding across to the islands in the 
Straits, he rescued eighteen females from the sealers, who had liberty to join their 
relatives or to go under protection at Bruny Island. This noble conduct endeared 

Robinson’s name to the eastern tribes, and paved the way to his future success. 

The Governor was now satisfied that there was a prospect of bringing in the 

natives by means of Mr. Robinson’s pacific plans, Flinders Island was prepared 
BS 
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on the opposite bank of the river. Here they continued to exhibit the most 
violent gestures, and were exceedingly boisterous in their declamations, 
threatening to cross the river and massacre us. From the fugitives T learnt 
that when the hostile blacks found that I had escaped, they searched the 
bushes, supposing that I had hid myself”. He also learned that it was their 
intention to have killed the whole party except the women, and to have 
mutilated and burned Robinson’s body, making his ashes into raydee or numre- 
mur-he-kee—amulets worn by the natives. “My exit (he says) from the hands 
of these savages was so sudden and so unexpected, that with all the vigilance 
for which they are so remarkable they scarcely saw me ; and the effect produced 
on their credulous minds led them to believe that I was influenced by more 
than an ordinary spirit. To this superstitious notion may be attributed, in 
a great measure, the preservation of my people's lives. Failing in their attempt 
to kill me, they became suddenly dismayed, and the consequences that would 
ensue as a punishment caused them greatly to despond, on observing which, 
the strangers that now accompanied me reproached and taunted them. They 
would not nay-wid-ding-er (i.e, eat much) —the num-mer (white man) would 
return with plenty of pwr-da-bar (guns) and kill them all.” While Robinson 
and his party were at the banks of the river on the north side, the old 
chieftain, Wyne, with his tribe, stood on the other side. The former assured 
them that he had no bad feeling towards them, that he forgave them the 
attack they had made on his life, and again offered his protection. During 
the interview two more swam across the river and joined Robinson, one of 
whom was Kyenrope, the youthful daughter of Wyne. Irritated at the desertion 
of these, the old chief put himself in a menacing attitude, and threatened to 
come across and murder Robinson, who, to avoid another collision, resorted 
to the expedient of making a large fire of green boughs, which sent up a 
dense smoke. The wild natives looked upon this as a signal for assistance, 
and at once made off in a southerly direction. Robinson lost no time in 
retreating towards the north with his whole party, including his four new 
followers. Cape Grim, the north-western point of Tasmania, was reached after 
a journey of forty miles, The Protector now took those who had joined him 
in this West Coast expedition, twenty-seven in all, across to Hunter's Island. 

We have already said that a depot had been established on West 
Hunter Island for the reception of the north-west tribes prior to their removal 
to Flinders. All had now been brought in from that direction except those 
whom Robinson encountered at the Arthur River; and, as it afterwards turned 
out, there was also a family of seven who had evaded the search parties, and 
were still at large. The new exiles had hardly reached Hunter’s Island before 
they were seized with an epidemic, the nature of which was not understood. 
Within a fortnight thirteen out of the twenty-seven died. “This dire malady,” 
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This was Robinson’s last great exploit. He brought the party to Hobart, 
arriving there on the 22nd of January, 1835. It was then, for the first time, that 
the writer of this narrative had an opportunity of seeing the Tasmanian aborigines in 
their primitive condition. They were sojourning for a few days at the rear of Mr. 
Robinson’s house in Upper Elizabeth Street, and he kindly permitted a party of 
friends to be present at a long interview with those interesting people. Mr. 
Robinson and his followers were greatly fatigued with their protracted and unusually 
severe expedition, but they were nevertheless cheerful and happy in the knowledge 
that their mission had been fulfilled—that complete success had attended their 
operations, all the blacks having been brought in without the shedding of one drop 
of blood on either side. Truganini and her husband Wooreddi, Manalagana and 
his noble wife, Tanlebouyer, with the other less notable but equally faithful natives 
who had accompanied Robinson in all his wanderings, were present on this 
occasion. Notwithstanding all the hardships they had encountered, they exhibited 
no loss of physical energy, but were lively and cheerful still. Truganini, who was 
about twenty-three years old, displayed the same vivacity which has been ascribed 
to her by all writers of native history. The powerful and well-formed figure of 
the celebrated chief, Manalagana, was conspicuous amongst the crowd for his manly 
and commanding person. The people who had been just brought in from the wilds 
maintained a sullen reserve and somewhat melancholy aspect; they remained 
lounging in the shade of an outhouse, surrounded by their dogs. Manalagana and 
his countrymen entertained the visitors by exhibiting their skill in using the spear, 
piercing distant objects with wonderful precision. Their conversation in the native 
language—now extinct—was perhaps the most interesting feature of this visit. 
Truganini and Wooreddi, at Mr. Robinson’s request, sang a few couplets of a native 
song, the modulations of which were soft and harmonious. The preponderance of 
vowels in almost every word gave a softness to the intonation, which led 
Labillardiére to remark that there was a striking analogy between the songs of the 
Tasmanian natives and those of the Arabs in Asia Minor. The same pleasant 
memories of the lost language are recorded by several writers. Mr. Calder, in his 
little book entitled “ Habits, Customs, &c., of the Native Tribes” (1876,) says — 
“Their language, which is all but lost, was peculiarly soft; and, except when 
excited by anger or surprise, was spoken in something of a singing tone, producing 
a strange but pleasing effect on the sense of the European.” 

It is impossible to look back at the faithful services of that little band 
without a feeling of sadness at the unprofitable results which followed. It is true 
that the settlers were more speedily delivered from a constant source of annoyance 
and danger, while the miserable remnant of the race were spared to live and die in 
peace ; but the sequel will show that their final extinction ‘was not less certain. 
Robinson and his followers had performed herculean feats of pedestrianism during 
the period they were employed in their mission of peace, namely, from January, 
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with the white children on the Market Square, and quickly acquired domestic 
habits, When Mr. Robinson had completed his mission, there were great public 
rejoicings throughout the colony, as well there might be, for then ceased one 
of the most barbarous systems of guerilla warfare that ever disgraced a civilised 
country. Mr. Robinson received high honours for his noble exploits. Besides 
enjoying the hearty gratitude of the whole community, he was rewarded by 
large grants of land and sums of money amounting altogether to about £8000. 
While the settlers were now enjoying a respite from those dangers by which 
they had been surrounded, the more kind-hearted and philanthropic of the colonists 
were anxiously watching the fate of the natives on Flinders Island, as accounts were 
constantly reaching Hobart and Launceston that they were rapidly dying off. Messrs. 
James Backhouse and George Washington Walker have left some very interesting 
records of the condition of the settlement in its early days. These devoted 
missionaries visited Flinders Island in October, 1832, and again in November, 1833. 
From Mr. Walker's diary we quote the following particulars of the place under 
Lieutenant Darling’s superintendence :—“ We had been there (at the landing place) 
but « very short time before the Commandant, Ensign William J. Darling, came on 
board. He is quite a young man, little more than of age, tall and of agreeable 
countenance and prepossessing manners. We landed on a fine sandy beach. 
Many of the aborigines were on shore : they did not press forward to gaze at us as 
is common with Europeans. We went up to them and shook hands with several. 
They looked healthy and cheerful, notwithstanding the straitness of provisions 
from which they had suffered; and their countenances exhibited none of that 
marked ferocity which has been ascribed to them. They are lodged 
in three rude dwellings, called ‘breakwinds,’ which are merely sloping roofs 
reaching to the ground, formed of boughs, and closed at the ends. They are 
surrounded on three sides by a fence of boughs. There are forty-four men, 
twenty-nine women, and five children on the establishment. They are rather 
below the average stature of Englishmen. Both sexes are stout, and their limbs 
well proportioned. They walk remarkably erect, assuming a dignified mien, 
and in all their movements exhibit agility and ease. Their complexion is very 
dark—almost black; a few are of a lighter hue, approaching to the colour of 
copper; the soles of their feet are as light as those of Europeans who go 
without shoes; the palms of their hands are also much lighter than their 
bodies, There is considerable variety of feature among them; generally, thick 
lips and flat, distended nostrils are the characteristics of the race. Many of 
their countenances are pleasing, and very few of them forbidding. Their hair is 
uniformly black and woolly, like the African negroes, whom, in most respects, 
they nearly resemble. In their savage state, the men let ,their hair grow, and 
ornament it, as they conceive, with grease and red ochre; the women shave their 
heads; and neither sex wear any article of clothing, but they are fond of 
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in a damp, low-lying place near the Lagoons, fifteen miles south of the spot which 
had been selected for the future settlement. Messrs. Backhouse and Walker 
journeyed through the bush, accompanied by the Commandant and some of the 
natives, to inspect the proposed site. Mr. Walker wrote in his journal (13th 
October, 1832):—* For some distance before we reached the spot, the richness of 
the soil and verdure of the grass that clothed the fine open plain that lay before 
us convinced us that, in these respects, the situation looked forward to as the site 
of the new settlement was greatly superior to the old one.” A soldier and two men 
were erecting huts for the future establishment, and an acre of ground had been 
fenced and was in cultivation as a garden. The missionaries had a further oppor- 
tunity of observing the character of the natives while they were out on this 
excursion. “The favourable opinion we had previously entertained of their 
dispositions, and especially of the capabilities they evince for improvement, is more 
than ever confirmed. There is nothing servile or abject in their conduct when they 
are not under the influence of fear. We are perpetually reminded that in their taste 
for amusements, and in some respects in their capacities, they are children. But 
in many things that occur within the range of their knowledge and acquirements, 
they show a quickness of perception, and powers of reflection, that prove them to 
be far from deficient in intellect.” Inquiry was made as to the condition of the 
native women who were in possession of sealers on the adjacent islands. Mr. 
Walker ascertained that some had been forcibly carried off, without reference to 
their inclinations. He says :—“ The testimony of several of the women who have 
lived with sealers, but who have either run away or been removed at their own 
desire, confirms the reports as to the ill-treatment they have experienced from these 
men, We put some questions to these poor creatures last evening, and especially 
to one named Boatswain, which, from the answers they drew forth, may throw some 
light upon the subject. When we asked her if the sealers beat their women, she 
answered ‘ Very much.’ She was requested to describe the manner in which they 
were beaten, and she went through several pantomimic exhibitions, in which she 
gave us to understand that she had been tied up and flogged in the way that is 
common among prisoners who are offenders, whilst she uttered many piteous 
exclamations indicative of the severity of the punishment. Another mode of 
chastisement she described as being practised was to beat them on the back and 
legs with a large stick—and while she represented herself as undergoing this punish- 
ment, she seemed to sink to the ground, exclaiming several times, ‘Oh, I will clean 
the mutton birds better,’ until at last she was quite spent through exhaustion. The 
other women who were present corroborated these statements ; and one and all, 
when the question was put to them, declared they would not return to the 
sealers.” 

In November, 1833, the missionaries again visited Flinders Island at the 
request of Governor Arthur, in order to inquire into and report upon certain 
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rest. of the natives, where he obtained one hundred acres of land from the Govern- 
ment, and upon which he built his cottage. The late Mr. Calder, Surveyor-General, 
was once asked if the blacks of Tasmania were capable of true civilisation? The 
answer to his correspondent was as follows :—‘‘ My reply is, Yes! undoubtedly ; 
and I give as an example the case of Walter George Arthur, a Tasmanian aboriginal, 
whom I knew well, who was captured when a mere infant, and was brought up and 
educated at the Queen’s Orphan School. His ideas were perfectly English, and 
there was not the smallest dash of the savage in him. He was a very conversable 
man, fond of reading, and spoke and wrote English quite grammatically, His 
spelling was also quite correct. This man had a hundred acres of Jand, and knew 
his rights in relation thereto quite as well as you do yours. An instance of this, 
quite as creditable to his acuteness, sense of right, and of honourable feelings, was 
related to me by our old friend Bennison, the surveyor. One of Arthur's neigh- 
bours was a grasping and rather unprincipled fellow, who took Arthur for a person 
with whom he might do as he pleased, and encroached on a cultivated part of his 
land, which Arthur had no idea of suffering. So, after expostulating with him to 
no purpose, he employed and paid Bennison to re-survey his land, which was done 
in presence of both litigants. This operation proved that Arthur was right, and 
that he knew his proper boundaries quite well, And when he saw that his oppo- 
nent was satisfied, he said to him: ‘Well, Mr. , though you have tried to wrong 
me, I will treat you very differently from what I believe you would have done to 
me if I were in your place. You can come on to my land and remove your crop 
when it is ripe.” 

When the author of “The Lost Tasmanian Race” visited Oyster Cove, 
he found Walter and his wife living in much comfort on their farm. Arthur 
might have been “selected as a model for his magnificent head. His nose 
was depressed—a characteristic of his tribe; but his eye was of even unusual 
expressiveness. His general aspect was one of seriousness and melancholy.” 
Maryann “‘had the appearance of her mixed race. Her delicate hand, her 
dark eyes, her nose and mouth, declared the native mother; but her broad 
and lofty forehead indicated the European descent of the father. She was 
unquestionably a woman of weight in the country, bringing down upon the 
floor, as she walked, a pressure of some seventeen or eighteen stone! There 
was not only vigour of intellect, but a strength and independence of. will, 
stamped upon her expansive features. The base of her brain represented the 
portentous character of animal appetites, while the loftiness and breadth else- 
where exhibited the force of moral sentiments. . .. Arrived at the door of a 
neat three-roomed bush cottage, I was received with many smiles by the buxom 
Maryann, who introduced me within, There I found my royal host conversing 
with a Sydney half-caste, who had come on a friendly visit. ‘The room into which 
I was brought had many tokens of civilisation and gentility wanting in most of the 
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country cottages of England The furniture, though homely, was suitable and 
comfortable. A carpet covered the floor. Not a particle of dust could be seen. A 
few prints adorned the walls, and books lay on the side-table. The Bible occupied 
a conspicuous position. ‘The daily newspaper was there, as Walter was a regular 
subscriber for the press. The table was laid with quite a tempting appearance, and 
a thorough good cup of tea was handed round by the jovial-looking hostess,” |The 
conversation which followed was cheerful and interesting. When the subject of 
Mr. Clark’s death was introduced, Maryann gave an interesting account of the 
superintendent's last days. “I attended him,” she said, “along with his daughter, 
night and day, But all the people wanted to do something for him, for all loved 
him so. And then he would talk to us, and pray with us. He would tell me what 
to read to him from the Bible when too weak to hold the book himself. How he 
would talk to us! When he thought he was going to die, he got the room full, and 
bade us good-bye. Ile held up his hands and prayed for us. He did love us, And 
then he said, while he was crying, ‘ Mind you be sure and all meet me in Heaven.’” 
Here the poor creature sobbed aloud, and could utter no more. After a pause, 
Maryann continued: “ We had souls at Flinders, but we have none here. There 
we were looked after, and the bad whites were kept from annoying us. Here we 
are thrown upon the scum of society. They have brought us among the offscouring 
of society (alluding to the convict population about.) Here are bad of all sorts. 
We should be a deal better if someone would read and pray tous. We are tempted 
to drink, and all bad practices, but there is neither reading nor prayer, While they 
give us food for the body they might give us food for the soul ; they might think of 
the remnant of us poor creatures, and make us happy. Nobody cares for us.” It 
is necessary to remark here that Bishop Nixon had made some provision for their 
religious instruction, by requesting a neighbouring clergyman to give them an 
occasional service. But the gentleman was said to be unpopular, and whenever 
his horse was seen on the hill, it was a signal for general dispersion. There was, 
therefore, no congregation, and the service was not held. Poor Walter died soon 
after. He was returning home from Hobart in his boat, intoxicated, fell overboard, 
and was drowned. Maryann did not long survive her husband, They never had a 
family. 

As time went by, the old inmates of the Oyster Cove prison-house died off 
one by one, until there was no aboriginal male left but the young sailor, Wiu1AM 
Lanne. He was the youngest son of the last family of natives who had escaped all 
the search parties, and gave themselves up near Woolworth in 1842. He, too, died 
on the 3rd March, 1869, at the early age of thirty-four years. As a boy he grew 
up at Flinders Island until, at the age of thirteen, he was removed, with the remnant 
of his countrymen, to Oyster Cove. Ultimately he took to the sea, and for several 
years went whaling in vessels belonging to the port of Hobart. He was a great 
favourite with the sailors, being pleasing in his habits and appearance. The citizens 
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of Hobart also took an especial interest in the sole male survivor of his race. In 
January, 1868, King Billy, as he was then called, was introduced on the Hobart 
Regatta ground to His Royal Highness Prince Alfred. Neatly attired ina blue sailor 
suit. he walked with Prince Alfred with the confidence of one who felt conscious of 
royal brotherhood. He went on another whaling voyage, and returned in February, 
1869, when he received his pay, amounting to £12 odd, On this occasion he fell a 
victim to the intemperate propensities which had destroyed the most intelligent of his 
race. On the 2ud March he was siezed with an attack of diarrhcea, and in 
attempting to dress himself on the following morning, intending to proceed to the 
hospital for treatment, he fell dead in the public-house. His body was removed to 
the hospital; and the remains of “THe Last Man” were followed to the grave 
by a large concourse of people. Great excitement prevailed in Hobart when it was 
discovered that, first, the head had been stolen from the hospital, and the rest 
of the body had been removed, after interment, by some unknown person, 
evidently for the purpose of preserving a most interesting osteological record of 
the lost race. 

Truganini still lived. Year after year she had seen the men, women, and 
children of her race passing away, until at length she was the only Tasmanian 
aboriginal native living on the face of the earth. What a bitter contemplation for 
this aged woman who had taken such a prominent part in rescuing the people of 
her country from the inhospitable forests, into the recesses of which those who 
escaped slaughter had been driven like wild beasts. She had followed them through 
all their vicissitudes for upwards of forty-six years—was with Robinson’s mission 
party from 1830 until all the blacks were brought in—remained with them at 
Flinders, where she saw them rapidly pass away under the most humane treatment— 
accompanied the handful of survivors to Oyster Cove—saw her companions, young 
and old, passing down to the grave, until at last she was left alone—the sole 
remnant of a bygone race What painful reminiscences would posses her active and 
intelligent mind as she stood alone over the graves of her people—a people who, in 
the order of Providence, had received that lovely Island of the South as their 
heritage in prehistoric times. Well might that extraordinary woman muse in the 
agony of despair over the blighted fortunes of her countrymen, whom she had 
devoted her life to serve. 

Truganini died on the 8th day of May, 1876, at the age of sixty five. 
She was buried at the Cascades Cemetery, in the suburbs of Hobart, and 
thus the grave closed over the last remaining member of the unfortunate 
Tasmanian race. 
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A View of the Murray River from Mildura. 
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An Orange Plantation under Cultivation by Irrigation. 
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4 THE EXHIBITION BUILDING. 


article on the Melbourne Publie Library, were of too warlike a nature to cultivate the intellectual side of their organism ; 
for several centuries no vestige of any considerable manufacture can be discoyered amongst them. Artisans were 
kept by rich men, and kings were, even in the ninth century, content to have their clothes made by the women 
upon their farms. “The peasantry,” writes Hallam, “myst have been supplied with garments and implements of 
labour by purchase ; and every town, it cannot be doubted, had its weaver, its smith, and its currier.” To the Venetians 
belong the honour of having established the first great industrial exhibition of modern times, It was held on the 
Island of Murano, famous for its glass manufactures, in the year 1268, and its opening was the occasion of a 
magnificent pageant, at which all the trade guilds marched in procession, International fairs were held in Germany 
from the thirteenth century downwards. Another exhibition of equal antiquity is held annually at Tantah, in 
Lower Egypt, which outrivals in picturesqueness any international gathering in the world. Passing on to the 
consideration of the Exhibition held in Melbourne in 1880, and opened to the public on October 1, we may state 
that on that occasion the city appeared in the morning in holiday attire, and at an early hour the streets 
presented a very busy appearance, throngs of people hastening hither and thither, flags unfurled on buildings 
in all directions, while the vessels at the wharves were decorated with bunting; volunteers rushing off to their 
respective orderly-rooms, and fire brigade-men to their rendezvous on the Eastern Hill, whence they marched in 
companies, preceded by bands, to the general muster at the Victoria Barracks. The Metropolitan and Southern 
troops of Light Horse proceeded to Government House to act as an escort for the vice-regal party. The weather 
looked threatening, but the day cleared up during the forenoon, and the “dust fiend” was not very troublesome, 
as the corporation authorities gave him a good drenching That able body of men, the terror of wrong-doers, 
and the admiration of respectable citizens, mustered early. Inspector Montford, with a strong body of constables 
and troopers, proceeded to Victoria-street to superintend the procession of the associated trades. Inspector Green, 
Sub-Inspector Larner, and Sub-Inspector Drought, with other large contingents, took up positions round the gardens to 
protect the approaches, and to prevent traffic on the adjoining streets. The naval forces, which arrived in the steamers 
Resolute,” “ Williams,” and “ Warhawk,” were met at the Queen's Wharf by Sub-Inspector Toohey and a number of the 
police, As early as 8 o'clock in the morning, large crowds had assembled in the streets, and every available spot whence the 
procession could be viewed was soon occupied. The sailors, numbering 800, haying been formed into battalion order, 
marched by Market-street into Collins-street, and thence by Spring-street to the Exhibition. Their admirable precision 
and regularity during the march evoked many congratulatory remarks, The “Cerberus” Brass Band led the way. Then 
came the Victorian Naval Brigade, followed by detachments of sailors and marines from the British warships “* Wolverene,” 
“Cormorant,” and “ Emerald,” and of sailors from the French, German and Italian men-of-war, “ Finistére,” “Nautilus” and 
“Enropa.” The effect of the picturesque appearance caused by the varied uniforms and soldierly bearing of all the men 
in the battalion was heightened by the music contributed by a band of buglers which marched in the centre of the line. 

The first Melbourne Exhibition was held in 1854, in anticipation of the Paris Exhibition of 1855. Amongst the 
exhibits there was a collection of gold worth £15,000, The number of entries was 428, and the site of the building was 
William-street. In 1861 a second exhibition was opened in the same place, in order to prepare for the London 
Exhibition of 1862, There was a marked increase in the number of entries, which amounted to 703. The first 
Intercolonial Exhibition was held in 1866, preparatory to the Paris Exhibition of 1867. All the colonies, as well as 
New Caledonia and Java, were represented. There were 2,956 entries, including 1,479 Victorian. The building used for 
this Exhibition was afterwards converted into the Technological Museum, The number of entries at the Exhibition of 
1872 was 900. Some of the goods exhibited were sent to the London Exhibition, and arrangements were made at the same 
time for representing Victoria at Vienna in 1873. ‘The second Intercolonial Exhibition was held in 1875, in order to make 
preparations for the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in 1876. New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, and 
Western Australia sent contributions, and Japan, for the first time, was represented in this part of the globe. The number 
of exhibits was 4,289, and the space occupied 78,000 feet. The total spaces occupied in the Exhibition of 1880 are as 
follows :—Ground floor, 590,614 square feet, or 18 acres, 2 roods, 2 perches ; gallery floor, 44,590 square feet, equal to 1 
acre; gallery wall, 62,222 square feet, equal to 1 acre, 1 rood; cellar, 5,608 square feet, The total number of square 
feet occupied by Great Britain was 144,299, and that of Victoria, 135,758, The Exhibition Buildings, as they now stand, 
consist of two naves or main hall, ranning east and west, and flanked by four picture galleries and courts underneath, 
the latter being designed for the exhibition of articles of value, which did not occupy much space. The length of these 
naves or main hall is 500 feet, which is the length of the building, and the width 160 feet, There are also two 
permanent annexes, 460 feet long and 188 feet wide. The main hall, when not filled with exhibits, is capable of 
accommodating thousands of persons, The floor galleries, which adorned the hall in 1880, were well adapted for the 
purpose for which they were designed—the exhibition of pictures, statues, and other works of art, as they were 
commodious and well lighted. They were each 200 feet in length, by 30 feet in width, and 25 feet high. The total cost 
of the permanent buildings was £132,950 12s, 8d., the improvement and fencing of gardens cost £18,481 4s. 8d., and the 
organ was purchased and fitted up for the sum of £5560 93, Mr, David Mitchell was the contractor for the erection of 
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58 THE MELBOURNE HOSPITAL. 


A provisional committee of nineteen members, with two honorary secretaries, to raise funds and to apply to the 
Sydney Executive for a suitable building site and pecuniary aid, under certain Government regulations, promulgated on 
March 1, 1839, was formed. A code of “proposed principles,” seventeen in number, for the management of the 
contemplated institution, was agreed to, It was determined to collect, if possible, £800, by voluntary contributions, but 
the greatest difficulty was experienced in raising even a small portion of that sum. Benevolent and amateur concerts, 
theatrical performances, and house-to-house solicitations were resorted to, with but little suceess. Meantime cases of 
exceptional necessity were admitted into a four-roomed cottage, which had to answer as an hospital, close to what 
was then the General Post Office, in Chancery-lane. Notwithstanding the commercial depression that was 
experienced in 1842, the hospital project was pushed on, and the subscriptions haying been found to amount to £300, it 
was decided to apply to the Government for a subsidy and suitable site for the structure. Another public meeting was 
held on April 1, when the Provisional Committee abdicated, and subscribers elected another similar body, whereupon an 
appeal was made to the Government of New South Wales, to which Governor Sir George Gipps declined to acvede. 
This action on the part of the Governor, who not only refused to appropriate a small portion of the general revenue, but 
also a single inch of unalienated Crown land, for a site to be used in the interests of so urgent and praiseworthy a 
project, naturally raised a storm of indignation, The want of an hospital continuing to increase, the house in Chancery- 
lane was abandoned in favour of a two storied house in Bourke-street, opposite where the St. Patrick's Hall was 
subsequently erected, but this was found inadequate to accommodate the number of patients, which was daily increasing. 
In July, 1843, upon a renewed application having been made to the Government, the answer was received that no sum 
larger than £500 could be granted by that body towards the erection of a Melbourne Hospital. 

This announcement, together with many other incidents in the history of the New South Wales Government 
dealings with the inhabitants of Port Phillip, served to increase the growing desire for separation. The funds received 
by the collectors during 1843-4 were very swall, owing to the colonies during these two years having experienced the 
greatest depression known in our colonial history, ‘Towards the close of 1844, it became so imperative to have sufficient 
hospital accommodation, and knowing that an indignation public meeting would have no effect, a private convention, 
including all the political and social influence of Melbourne and its vicinity, was held at the suburban residence of Dr. 
J. ¥. Palmer. His villa was on the bank of the Yarra, then known as Burwood, but now named St. James’ Park. So 
strongly did Dr, Palmer present the case of the applicants that Sir George Gipps in a few weeks afterwards intimated 
through the Superintendent that the authorities would unlocse the strings of the public purse to the extent of £2000, 
towards a hospital building fund, and that permission would be given for the selection of a suitable hospital site— 
an announcement which, it cannot be doubted, nerved the collectors to make further efforts, and cheer those who were 
desponding of obtaining any consideration at the hands of the Government, Much difficulty was experienced in finding a 
suitable site for the Hospital, and the same number of sites as those now named for the future hospital were under 
discussion. The area of land at the north-east corner of Swanston and Flinders-streets on which the Pro-Cathedral of 
the Church of England now stands, and originally proclaimed as a “ Hay and Corn Market Reserve,” but abandoned for 
market purposes in favour of a position at the intersection of Elizabeth aud Victoria-streets, was named as a fitting site. 
The old reserve remained unused for several years notwithstanding the efforts of Dr, Palmer and others, who used their 
utmost endeavours to have the hospital erected where the Church of England Cathedral is now in course of construction, 
The other sights suggested were at the north-east corner of Latrobe and Queen-streets, the land now occupied by 
the Model School on Victoria Parade, and the present site on Lonsdale-street, between Swanston and Russell-streets, 
The medical commission nominated by Superintendent La Trobe, who acted on the advice of some prudent counsellors, 
selected two sites, one being that on which the hospital now stands, but at the same time giving the preference to the 
Hay and Corn Market Reserve. On February 5, 1845, a special meeting of contributors, including Mr. Henry Moor (the 
Mayor) as chairman, Superintendent La Trobe, and the Hon. W. Jeffcott, the second resident Judge of Port Phillip, was 
held in the Royal Hotel (now Union Bank), Collins-street. The committee submitted a progress report of a very 
encouraging nature, and an announcement was made of the appointment of the Site-Selection Committee, and their 
recommendation of the two localities best adapted for the institution. After a heated discussion as to which of the 
sites should be taken, we find that on New Yenr's day of 1846, there were sufficient funds in hand together with the 
Government subsidy to warrant the commencement of the present erection. Tenders upon an estimate of £1,300 were 
called for, but this sum was considerably below the amount, the highest offer sent in being £2,021, and the lowest £1,797, 
the latter being accepted subject to certain reductions and alterations. The original intention was to erect the building 
in the cheapest style—the walls to be of plain brick, with a flooring and roofing of hardwood; but this scheme 
subsequently underwent several modifications. On the 20th of March, the day on which the foundation-stone of the 
Prince's Bridge was laid, the first stone of the hospital was lowered into its proper place, according to the usage of 
Freemasonry, 
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HON. MATTHEW HENRY DAVIES, J.P., M.L.A. 


pretty evenly balanced, over the question of the Reform Bill. As a matter of fact, the 
Government had totally failed to carry into effect the programme enunciated by their 
chief at Lancefield. 

At a time then, when the dissolution found both parties in Parliament in an 
utter state of disorganisation, a majority of the thinking community came to the 
conclusion that an infusion of new blood into the Assembly would prove salutary and 
beneficial, and to this end upwards of a thousand electors in the constituency of St. 
Kilda requisitioned Mr. M. H. Davies to contest one of the seats for the representation 
of that district in the Legislative Assembly of Victoria. In allowing himself to be 
nominated, he gave his friends and supporters distinctly to understand that he would 
run entirely alone. In referring to the waste of time that had taken place in the 
House, he compared the business transacted in the House of Commons in a session 
of six months with the business compassed in Victoria in a session of eight months, 
when, though a host of practical bills had been promised, only two really useful 
measures were carried into lay. He animadverted rather severely on the neglect of 
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen in the matter of the fiasco in regard to the floating of the loan, 
and also on the summary manner in which he had caused Parliament to be dissolved. 
It was not indicative of peace that the Government should have dissolved the House 
without consulting the gentlemen who had supported them; nor was it indicative of 
progress that when the country was crying out for practical legislation the outcome 
was nil; nor was it indicative of prosperity that the English public had refused to 
subscribe more than one-eighth of the money the colony had required. He went to 
the hustings not as a supporter of either party, but as an independent candidate, and 
expressed himself in favour of placing the railways under the control of an independent 
board ; of making no alterations in the tariff duties that would have an injurious effect 
on any manufacturer in the colony; and of maintaining the principles of the 
Education Act, The result of the polling placed Mr. Davies second on the list, and 
secured him a seat in the Assembly for the representation of an important 
constituency. 

Matthew Henry Davies, Solicitor and Notary, Executive Councillor, and 
Member of the Government of Victoria, son of the late Ebenezer Davies, Esq., and 
Ruth, daughter of Mark Bartlett, Esq., of Bracknell, Berks, England, and grandson 
of the Rev. John Davies, of Trevecea College, South Wales, Congregational Minister, 
was born in 1850, at Geelong, Victoria, and was educated at the Church of England 
Grammar School, Geelong, and at the Geelong College. He matriculated at the 
Melbourne University in 1869, and was articled as a student-at-law to his brother, 
John Mark Davies, in 1870, He was admitted by the Supreme Court of Victoria in 
1875 as an Attorney-at-law, Solicitor, and Proctor; and in the same year married 
Elizabeth Locke, eldest daughter of the Rev. Peter Mercer, D.D., of Melbourne. In 
August, 1880, Mr. Davies offered himself as a candidate for the Prahran City 
Council and was returned at the top of the poll, securing several hundred votes more 


than any other candidate. In August, 1881, he was unanimously elected Mayor of 
Prahran, 
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CAPTAIN JAMES McMECKAN., 


travellers the customary rough but kindly hospitality of tea and damper. The 
proverb says that a “ prophet is of no account in his own country.” An exception, 
however, which proves the proverb’s truth, was made by one of the new arrivals, who, 
while prospecting Flagstaff Hill on the following day, mounted a tree, and in 
perorating an enthusiastic speech on the natural facilities and beauties around him, 
predicted that in some time 50 years’ time, Port Phillip would be the grandest of the 
Australian colonies. Five decades have come and gone since those words were 
uttered, but it is not our province now to testify to theirrealisation. Something must be 
left for thereader to decide. The native inhabitants were “wild” then, and as they were 
“about,” the orator's exultation was shortened by the sudden appearance of several 
of them, causing the ‘white men” to beat a hasty retreat to the tents of their more 
civilised friends. 

Adelaide, or rather the Gulf of St. Vincent, King George’s Sound, and Swan 
River were in turn visited, but Captain McMeckan’s recollections of these places are 
only pleasing in that they help to depict the contrast between the past and present 
in deeper tints. The Adelaide of half a century ago was in its pre-adolescent stage. 
The ‘establishment’ of the colony by Act of Parliament, in the reign of William IV., 
had only occurred a year or two (1834) before the visit now recorded. But the 
wilderness has been transformed, through the mighty agency of free-born men, into 
the garden of the Sunny South. Much difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
water, none being found nearer than the Torrens River ; and even then it had to be 
carted seven miles, and rolled through the mud in casks for another mile. Some 
of Mr. MeMeckan’s passengers went round with the ship to “spy out the land,” but 
they regretted having done so, At the Sound and Swan River matters were no better, 
while at the latter place the few settlers there were sadly in want of the 
necessaries of life, and endeavoring to leave. 

At the comparatively early age of 27 years, Mr. James MeMeckan arrived at 
the goal of his ambition, and redeemed the promise he made to his mother 18 years 
before. In 1840 he succeeded to the command of his old ship, the “ Endora,” and 
for the next ten years visited many parts of the world. 

A sailor's life, like many others, doubtless has its charms of novelty and 
attractiveness ; whilst change of scene rarely fails to please and store the mind with 
fruits of travel, that enlarge that field of instruction and knowledge. But it is only 
human nature for one to desire a release from the incessant toil and anxiety for 
others which a nomadic “ life on the ocean wave” entails. So it was with Captain 
MeMeckan. Probably with the prophecy of his friend uttered on Flagstaff Hill, many 
years before, in his memory, or exercising its mystic though latent influence over 
him, Melbourne was selected as the field of future operations on shore. Accordingly, 
the year of grace 1852 saw the beginning of the (since gigantic and wealthy) firm of 
MeMeckan, Blackwood and Co. as general merchants, or, as Captain McMeckan more 
modestly puts it, ‘in a general way.” ‘Trade appellations were more easily definable 
then than now. One of the chief factors in the arithmetic of success that attended 
the firm was the strict line of demarcation that divided the duties of the partners. 
With the instinct of early training, each member had his allotted task. Neither of 
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JAMES FARRELL. 


his old seat, showing that his constituency, as a whole, approved his action, 
although a section of it did not. 

Mr. McPherson succeeded, after some trouble, in forming a Ministry, but 
a suspicion got abroad that favoritism was to be shown to the pastoral tenants 
in connection with the public lands, and Mr. Farrell joined in voting against the 
Government, although it would have the effect of once more placing Mr. McCulloch 
at the head of affairs. Mr. McPherson was selected to fill the Lands Portfolio 
in the new Ministry, which gave his old colleagues much umbrage, and they openly 
accused him of having had ‘‘an understanding” with the leader of the old Opposition 
on the subject. The ‘Earth Hunger” and the “Payment of Members” questions 
engaged the attention of the House, and the latter having become law, cansed a large 
number of candidates to come forward at the general election of 1871. Ten 
competed for the three Castlemaine seats, but although most of them were local men, 
Mr. Farrell was re-elected. Party lines in the new Assembly were less clearly defined 
than in the previous Parliaments of 1865-8. But change of politics was more 
noticeable in the Ministry than in the rank and file of the Liberal Party. Mr. 
McCulloch, who sought democratic aid to assist him in defeating the Legislative 
Council in its attempts to disturb the financial measures of the Government, 
now showed a desire to wean himself from his more democratic colleagues. The 
Property Tax proposals caused the defeat of the McCulloch Ministry on the 15th 
June by a majority of two to one, Mr. Farrell voting with the majority. Mr. 
Farrell became whip to the succeeding Duffy Government. During this session, 
which lasted from the 25th April to the 23rd November, a Tariff, imposing 20 per 
cent. duty on certain articles, was passed. During the ensuing recess, the Ministry 
were banqueted at many provincial towns, with evidences of much satisfaction at 
their political conduct, and at no place with more enthusiasm than at Maryborough; 
but in order to show the unreliableness of such demonstrations as indications of 
public opinion, when Mr. Gillies, who assisted to oust the Duffy Ministry, a few 
weeks after contested that district, consequent on taking office, he was re-elected by 
the very constituency that had so recently done honor to his opponents. 

During the existence of the Francis Ministry, 1872-3, some practical 
measures were passed, but the Electoral Bill was rejected by the Council, whereupon 
the Premier introduced his Norwegian scheme, which Mr. Farrell supported, not 
because it was the best, but because it would be a means of settling disputes 
between the two Chambers. In June, 1874, Mr. Farrell undertook the duties 
of whip to this Government also, as there was no difference in their political 
views at that period. In addition to the usual understanding between the 
Ministry and the whip, Mr. Farrell made a certain agreement with the Premier, 
quite unconnected with that office, but its fulfilment was subsequently evaded ona 
hollow pretence. The Norwegian Bill being defeated on the 21st July, Mr. Francis 
resigned, but the Ministry was reconstructed, with Mr. Kerferd as Premier, who, in 
turn, was defeated on his financial proposals in July, 1875. After the Ministerial 
elections, the House met again in September following, Mr. Berry having assumed 
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